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ABOUT ECER
The East Coast Economic Region (ECER) of Malaysia covers
the states of Kelantan, Terengganu, Pahang, and the district
of Mersing in Johor. It occupies an area of 66,000 sq. km,
or 51% of the total area of Peninsular Malaysia. In 2012, the
Region’s population of 4.2 million accounted for 14.6% of the
total population of Malaysia.
ECER is one of five economic corridors earmarked for socio-economic development
to create an equitable distribution of wealth in Malaysia as part of the national
aspiration to become a developed high income nation by 2020.
To achieve this, the East Cost Economic Region Development Council (ECERDC)
was established in 2008 as a statutory body under the East Coast Economic
Region Development Council Act (Act 688) to drive the implementation of the East
Coast Economic Region Master Plan. ECERDC plays a vital role in providing proper
direction, policies and strategies in relation to the development within ECER.
The Master Plan, approved by the Government in 2008, identified and established
the parameters for transforming the Region into a major international and local
tourism destination, an exporter of resource-based and manufactured products, a
vibrant trading centre, and an infrastructure and logistics hub by 2020. The Master
Plan also details measures to reduce regional socio-economic disparities, eradicate
poverty and improve income and wealth distribution in a sustainable manner.
The Region’s natural resources, distinctive culture and heritage form the basis of
transforming the ECER economy into a dynamic and competitive one against a
landscape of increasing regional and global competition and economic liberalisation.

VISION
To be a developed Region by 2020
Distinctive – Dynamic – Competitive

MISSION
ECER’s Mission consists of five primary thrusts, each with specific key
indicators that can be used to measure the level of achievement.
The primary thrusts are as follows:

To move the economy up the value chain
To raise the capacity for knowledge and innovation
To address socio-economic inequalities constructively and productively
To improve the standard and sustainability of the quality of life
To strengthen institutional and implementation capacity
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“Moving

forward, I am confident that ECER’s transformation
will continue to move at a rapid pace all across the Region,
benefitting the rakyat who are now able to enjoy better socioeconomic prospects and wider variety of high-quality jobs. ”
Y.A.B. Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak
Prime Minister of Malaysia
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Message from the Prime Minister of Malaysia and Chairman
of the East Coast Economic Region Development Council

Y.A.B. Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib
bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak

As Chairman of the East Coast
Economic
Region
Development
Council (ECERDC), I am pleased to
present our Annual Report for the year
ended December 31, 2012.
I am happy to note that the East Coast
Economic Region (ECER) is well
on its path to achieving developed
status in 2020, in tandem with the
rest of the nation to realise Malaysia’s
Vision 2020. ECER’s transformation
runs parallel with the Government
Transformation Programme (GTP) and
Malaysia’s Economic Transformation
Programme (ETP), which envision a
high-income economy that is inclusive
and sustainable for all Malaysians.
The Region’s transformation also
marks the country’s steady progress
in correcting the regional imbalance
between the East Coast and West
Coast regions of Peninsular Malaysia.
The year 2012 saw ECERDC once
again playing a remarkable role in
accelerating the transformation of
ECER, which has been progressing
at an impressive rate since the

Council’s establishment four years
ago. Its achievement was reflected
in the surge of incoming investments
into ECER, as well as the increasing
number of jobs and entrepreneurship
opportunities created in the Region
since its inception in 2007 to date.
The transformation of ECER is also
evident in the better livelihood currently
enjoyed by the rakyat, amidst a much
improved socio-economic landscape
as a result of ECERDC’s projects and
programmes.
I am pleased to note that as at the
end of 2012, a total of 67 projects
have already been approved by the
Government for implementation in
ECER under the 9th Malaysia Plan,
while another 44 projects have been
approved for the implementation
under the 10th Malaysia Plan, with a
total allocation of RM6.6 billion.
The projects are currently in various
stages of implementation, covering
the key economic clusters of
Tourism, Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals,
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Manufacturing, Agriculture and Education, as well as human capital
development and social development programmes that will further
accelerate the ongoing transformation of ECER.
The year under review also saw ECER strengthening its position as an
investment destination of choice among both local and international
investors. Since 2007 until December 2012, ECER has attracted an
impressive RM37 billion worth of investments, which have created
nearly 30,000 job opportunities for the rakyat.
ECER has brought to its shores a total of RM16.1 billion worth of
investments in 2012 alone, of which 75 per cent were domestic
investments, while the remaining 25 per cent were from foreign
investors.
MCKIP strategic collaboration
agreement signing ceremony

One notable project that was approved during the year under review
is the Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park (MCKIP), which is
expected to attract RM7.5 billion worth of investments and create
5,500 employment opportunities by 2020. MCKIP is the first industrial
park in Malaysia to be accorded “national status” and it is expected
to bring bilateral trade and economic relations between both nations
to greater heights. To be developed by a master developer made up
of a joint venture company between a Malaysian consortium and a
Chinese consortium, it is expected to attract investors not only from
China and Malaysia, but also from ASEAN countries and beyond.
The multiplier effect of MCKIP will be felt across all sections of the
community and it will bring about new economic prosperity that will
contribute towards a better quality of life for the rakyat in the Region.
Other key projects in ECER which were already on the ground in
2012 include CJ Arkema’s RM2 billion integrated bio-methionine and
thiochemicals plant in Kertih Biopolymer Park, the first in the world to
produce L-methionine using fermentation process; the RM1.8 billion
Eastern Steel mill being constructed at the Kemaman Heavy Industrial
Park; the RM613.8 million HICOM University College at the Pekan
Automotive Park in Pahang; and, the RM287.3 million investment by
the Kaneka Group of Japan through its subsidiary, Kaneka Apical (M)
Sdn Bhd, for the production of polyimide film in Gebeng Industrial
Estate in Pahang, just to name a few.

67 Projects
Under 9 MP
44 Projects
Under 10 MP

RM6.6

billion
total allocation
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The ECER Special Economic Zone (ECER SEZ), which stretches from
Kertih in Terengganu to Pekan in Pahang, continues to be the catalyst
of economic transformation for the Region during the year under
review. Key projects in ECER SEZ include Kertih Biopolymer Park,
Pekan Automotive Park, Gambang Halal Park, Kuantan Integrated
Biopark and Kuantan Port Expansion, all of which play a major role
in accelerating the Region’s economic growth. It is envisaged that by
2020, ECER SEZ will attract RM97 billion in investments, which will
generate 250,000 new jobs or about 45 per cent of the 560,000 new
jobs targeted for the Region.
Well-served by efficient road networks and good infrastructure, ECER
SEZ is also strategically located facing the South China Sea, making
it an ideal gateway to the Far East and Asia Pacific markets, a region
with a combined population of four billion and GDP of US$17 trillion.

ECERDC

The expansion of Kuantan Port into a deepwater port will further
propel ECER SEZ’s position as a major gateway for international
trade as it will be able to cater to bigger, more modern ships of up
to 200,000 DWT to berth, thus enhancing its competitiveness as a
major shipping destination and encouraging the development of portrelated industries.
In line with the Government Transformation Programme which aims to
create a high-income society in Malaysia, ECERDC also focuses on
human capital development programmes to ensure that no one is left
behind in enjoying the newly created prosperity as a result of ECER’s
ongoing transformation.
This people-centric approach is reflected in the empower ECER
programme which focuses on the human capital development needs
of the rural community. Consisting of Academic Training and Skills
& Entrepreneurship Training, empower ECER targets academically
weak students and disadvantaged adults such as the unemployed,
underemployed, single mothers and aspiring youths. The students are
trained to improve their academic performance, while the adults were
empowered with marketable skills to improve their job and business
prospects. In 2012, a total of 11,426 participants comprising 6,776
students and 4,650 adults from all communities have benefitted from
the programme, with the latter group earning an additional income
of up to RM5,000 per month, with some of them earning even more.
I am also pleased to note that ECERDC’s Agropolitan projects have also
continued to benefit the rural poor, who have successfully transformed
their lives through involvement in agriculture-related projects, such
as Dorper sheep rearing and oil palm plantation. To date, a total of
840 families have benefitted from the Agropolitan projects comprising
Pekan Agropolitan in Pahang, Besut-Setiu Agropolitan in Terengganu
and South Kelantan Agropolitan in Kelantan. Since its commencement
in 2009, the household income of Agropolitan participants has risen
from below RM350 per month to an average of RM1,100 per month,
and this figure is projected to grow to RM5,000 per month by 2020.

Announcement of investment in ECER

Karnival Rakyat in Pekan, Pahang
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The ECER Entrepreneurship Development Programme (EEDP) has
also proven to be successful in increasing the involvement of the
Bumiputera Commercial and Industrial Community (BCIC) and Small
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in projects undertaken within ECER.
ECERDC has collaborated with SIRIM and Agrobank in meeting
these objectives, whereby SIRIM is currently providing assistance in
product development, quality branding, research and development,
marketability and networking for the participants, while Agrobank is
assisting ECERDC in sourcing and financing successful candidates,
with a loan interest topping-up mechanism for the qualified
entrepreneurs. These initiatives will help enhance the competitiveness
of local SMEs, thus enabling them to further expand their businesses
and tap into bigger markets.
I am very pleased at efforts undertaken by ECERDC in reviving the
areas previously managed by Lembaga Kemajuan Pahang Tenggara
(DARA) and Lembaga Kemajuan Wilayah Jengka (JENGKA) under the
Special Fund initiative established by the Federal Government in 2010.
Between 2010 and 2012, a total of 298 projects were implemented in
former DARA and JENGKA areas to make the physical environment
more conducive to living and pursuing economic activities, particularly
for the local residents including those in traditional villages. During
the year under review, some RM70 million of the Special Fund was
utilised for 77 projects. Given the positive impact of these projects to
date, the former DARA and JENGKA areas have now been identified
as one of ECER’s seven focus nodes.
While focusing on the Region’s transformation, the conservation
and preservation of our environment remains a key priority to ensure
that the richness and uniqueness of ECER’s natural assets are
well-preserved for the future generations. Environmental initiatives
undertaken by ECERDC include the preservation of Setiu Wetlands
State Park, Taman Negara, Endau-Rompin National Park, as well as
the rehabilitation and conservation of Tasik Chini, among others.
Moving forward, I am confident that ECER’s transformation will
continue to move at a rapid pace all across the Region, benefitting
the rakyat who are now able to enjoy better socio-economic prospects
and wider variety of high-quality jobs.

RM37

billion

investments

30,000 job

opportunities
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On the back of progressive infrastructure development in the Region
and ECERDC’s aggressive promotion efforts undertaken with other
Government Ministries and agencies, ECER is well positioned to
receive more investments from both local and international investors
in the years to come. To date, ECER has already proven its capability
in attracting global industry players and I would like to take this
opportunity to welcome all investors to come explore the vast
potential offered by this Region.
My sincere appreciation goes to all those who have, and continue to
support the implementation of ECER projects, especially to the State
Governments of Kelantan, Terengganu, Pahang and Johor, as well as
the relevant Federal Government Ministries and agencies, together
with the private sector, for playing a crucial role in the transformation
of ECER.

ECERDC

Y.A.B. Prime Minister with Agropolitan participants

I would also like to express my utmost gratitude to the Council, the
Management team and the staff of ECERDC for their hard work,
commitment and dedication in ensuring the successful implementation
of ECER projects and programmes.
The transformation of ECER would not be possible without the
collaborative efforts by all parties involved. With their continued
support and contribution, I am optimistic that we will be able to
accelerate the transformation of the Region even further, for the
benefit of the rakyat.

empower ECER programme in
Pekan, Pahang

“This people-centric
approach is reflected in
the empower ECER
programme which
focuses on the human
capital development
needs of the rural
community.”

1Malaysia “People First, Performance Now”

DATO’ SRI MOHD NAJIB BIN TUN HAJI ABDUL RAZAK
The Prime Minister of Malaysia and
Chairman of the East Coast Economic Region Development Council
(ECERDC)
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COUNCIL MEMBERS

Y.A.B. Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak
Prime Minister of Malaysia
and Chairman of ECERDC
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Y.A.B. Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin bin Mohd Yassin
Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia

Y.A.B. Dato’ Sri Diraja Haji Adnan
bin Haji Yaakob

Y.A.B. Dato’ Seri Haji Ahmad
bin Said

Y.A.B. Dato’ Haji
Nik Abdul Aziz bin Haji Nik Mat

Y.A.B. Dato’ Haji Abdul Ghani
bin Othman

Menteri Besar Pahang

Menteri Besar Terengganu

Menteri Besar Kelantan

Menteri Besar Johor

Y.B. Dato’ Seri Ahmad Husni
bin Mohamad Hanadzlah

Y.B. Tan Sri Nor Mohamed
bin Yakcop

Y.Bhg. Tan Sri Dr. Ali
bin Hamsa

Minister of Finance II

Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Department

Chief Secretary to the
Government of Malaysia

Y.Bhg. Tan Sri Dato’ Shamsul
Azhar bin Abbas
President and Group Chief
Executive Officer, Petroliam
Nasional Berhad (PETRONAS)

Y.Bhg. Tan Sri Dato’ Lee
Shin Cheng

Y.Bhg. Dato’ Jebasingam
Issace John
(Secretary to the Council)
Chief Executive Officer,
ECERDC

Group Executive Chairman,
IOI Group
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AUDIT COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Seated from left to right:

Standing from left to right:

Y.Bhg. Tan Sri Dato’ Lee Shin Cheng
Group Executive Chairman,
IOI Group

Aisha binti Abdul Manaf
(Secretary to the Audit Committee)
Senior Manager, Internal Audit, ECERDC

Y.Bhg. Tan Sri Dato’ Shamsul Azhar bin Abbas
(Committee Chairman)
President and Group Chief Executive Officer,
Petroliam Nasional Berhad (PETRONAS)

Y.Bhg.Tan Sri Haji Shukry bin
Mohd Salleh
Director General,
Implementation Coordination Unit
Prime Minister’s Department
Y.Bhg. Dato’ Mat Noor bin Nawi
Deputy Secretary General (Policy)
Ministry of Finance
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IMPLEMENTATION AND
COORDINATION COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

The Committee is responsible for identifying
and expediting the implementation of strategic
development projects and investments in the
respective states.

ICC Pahang
Seated from left:
1. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Haji Rahim bin Abu Bakar
Director, Budget Management Division, Ministry of Finance
2. Y.B. Dato’ Sri Muhammad Safian bin Ismail
State Secretary of Pahang
3. Y.A.B. Dato’ Sri Diraja Haji Adnan bin Haji Yaakob
Menteri Besar Pahang
4. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Jebasingam Issace John
Chief Executive Officer, ECERDC
5. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Abdul Majid bin Kutiran
Senior Director, Sectoral Policy,
Ministry of International Trade and Industry
Standing from left:
1. Y.H. Dato’ Hajjah Mahadiah binti Haji Mohamad
Deputy State Secretary of Pahang (Development)
2. Y.H. Dato’ Azizan bin Ahmad
Director, Office of Land and Mines Pahang
3. Tuan Haji Mohamad Nor bin Taib
Senior Director, Corridor Development Section, Public Private
Partnership Unit, Prime Minister’s Department
4. Y.H. Dato’ Dzul-Kifly bin Osman
State Development Officer,
Pahang State Development Office
5. Y.H. Dato’ Zainon binti Ahmad
Director, Department of Town and Country Planning, Pahang

ICC Terengganu
Seated from left:
1. Tuan Haji Mohamad Nor bin Taib
Senior Director, Corridor Development Section, Public Private
Partnership Unit, Prime Minister’s Department
2. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Jebasingam Issace John
Chief Executive Officer, ECERDC
3. Y.A.B. Dato’ Seri Haji Ahmad bin Said
Menteri Besar Terengganu
4. Y.B. Dato’ Haji Mazlan bin Ngah
State Secretary of Terengganu
5. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Haji Rahim bin Abu Bakar
Director, Budget Management Division, Ministry of Finance
Standing from left:
1. Madam Harjit Kaur Chand Singh
Senior Director, Investment Policy and Trade Facilitation,
Ministry of International Trade and Industry
2. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Haji Mat Razali bin Kassim
Director, Terengganu Economic Planning Unit
3. Y.Bhg. Leftenan Jeneral (R) Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Wan Abu Bakar
bin Haji Wan Omar
Private Representative
4. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Haji Tuan Mamat bin Tuan Ngah
Director, Office of Land and Mines Terengganu
5. Tuan Haji Ahmad Shahrom bin Haji Yasin
State Development Officer,
Pejabat Pembangunan Negeri Terengganu
6. Tuan Haji Mohd Anuar bin Maidin
Director, Department of Town and Country Planning, Terengganu
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IMPLEMENTATION AND
COORDINATION COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

The Committee is responsible for identifying
and expediting the implementation of strategic
development projects and investments in the
respective states.

			
ICC Kelantan
Seated from left:
1. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Nik Rahmat bin Nik Taib
Deputy Secretary General (Industry),
Ministry of International Trade and Industry
2. Y.B. Dato’ Dr. Haji Zainuddin bin Haji Ibrahim
State Secretary of Kelantan
3. Y.A.B. Dato’ Haji Nik Abdul Aziz bin Nik Mat
Menteri Besar Kelantan
4. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Jebasingam Issace John
Chief Executive Officer, ECERDC
5. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Haji Rahim bin Abu Bakar
Director, Budget Management Division, Ministry of Finance
Standing from left:
1. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Haji Wan Mustapha bin Wan Ab. Hamid
Director, Office of Land and Mines Kelantan
2. Tuan Haji Mohamad Nor bin Taib
Senior Director, Corridor Development Section, Public Private
Partnership Unit, Prime Minister’s Department
3. Tuan Haji Mohd Sabri bin Abdullah
Group Chief Executive,
Perbadanan Kemajuan Iktisad Negeri Kelantan
4. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Makhtar bin Mustapha
Director, Federal Development Department of Kelantan
5. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Haji Nik Kazim bin Nik Yusoff
Director, Kelantan Economic Planning Unit
6. Tuan Haji Mohamed Fauzi bin Zain
Director, Department of Town and Country Planning, Kelantan
7. Encik Zamakhshari bin Muhamad
Manager, Kelantan Biotech Corporation Sdn Bhd

ICC Johor
Seated from left:
1. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Nik Rahmat bin Nik Taib
Deputy Secretary General (Industry),
Ministry of International Trade and Industry
2. Y.B. Dato’ Haji Obet bin Tawil
State Secretary of Johor
3. Y.A.B. Dato’ Haji Abdul Ghani bin Othman
Menteri Besar Johor
4. Y.Bhg. Dato’ Jebasingam Issace John
Chief Executive Officer, ECERDC
5. Tuan Haji Mohamad Nor bin Taib
Senior Director, Corridor Development Section, Public Private
Partnership Unit, Prime Minister’s Department
Standing from left:
1. Encik Zamzuri bin Abdul Aziz
Assistant Director, Budget Management Division, Ministry of Finance
2. Tuan Haji Mohd Azam bin Mohd Abid
Director, Department of Town and Country Planning Johor
3. Tuan Haji Jama bin Johan
Director, Office of Land and Mines Johor
4. Encik Abdul Rahman bin Mohamed Dewam
District Officer of Mersing
5. Tuan Haji Elias bin Hasran
Director, Johor Economic Planning Unit
6. Tuan Haji Abdul Rahman bin Sbri
Private Representative
7. Tuan Haji Zainal bin Eran
Yang Dipertua, Mersing District Council
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Seated from left to right:

Standing from left to right:

Zamri bin Ahmad
General Manager,
Investment Management Division

Suhaila binti Abdullah
General Manager,
Human Resource & Administration Division

Nik Amri bin Nik Mohamed
General Manager,
Finance Division

Ann Jennifer Victor Isaacs
(Secretary to the Management Committee)
Senior Manager,
Council Secretariat

Y.Bhg. Dato’ Jebasingam Issace John
Chief Executive Officer
Syed Zikiri bin Syed Hassan
General Manager,
Agriculture Division
Zulkifli bin Ya’acob
General Manager,
Social Development Division

Jalaludin bin Omar
General Manager,
Kelantan State Office
Arizan bin Arifin
General Manager,
Infrastructure Division
Ragu Sampasivam
General Manager,
Business Development Division
Ahmad Fuad bin Sulaiman
General Manager,
Terengganu State Office
Mohd Mazlan bin Sharudin
General Manager,
Pahang State Office
Noor Azma binti Abdul Rahman
General Manager,
Corporate Communications Division
Kauthar binti Ali
Senior Legal Counsel
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“ On

the back of high-impact programmes and initiatives
spearheaded by ECERDC, ECER once again proved its
competitiveness as an ideal investment destination, attracting
nearly RM37 billion investments since 2007 until the end
of December 2012, which have created nearly 30,000 job
opportunities for the rakyat in ECER. ”
Y.Bhg. Dato’ Jebasingam Issace John
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Report from the Chief Executive Officer
of the East Coast Economic Region Development Council

Y.Bhg. Dato’ Jebasingam Issace John

As the Chief Executive Officer of
the East Coast Economic Region
Development Council (ECERDC), it
gives me great pleasure to present a
review of projects and developments
in the East Coast Economic Region
(ECER) for the year ended 31
December 2012.
After
recording
an
impressive
achievement in 2011, ECERDC
continues to play a key role in
accelerating
the
transformation
of ECER, in line with meeting the
objectives
of
the
Government
Transformation Programme (GTP) and
Malaysia’s Economic Transformation
Programme (ETP).
On the back of high-impact
programmes
and
initiatives
spearheaded by ECERDC, ECER once
again proved its competitiveness as an
ideal investment destination, attracting
nearly RM37 billion investments since
2007 until the end of December 2012,
which have created nearly 30,000 job
opportunities for the rakyat in ECER.

The state of Terengganu recorded the
highest investments at RM18.7 billion,
followed by Pahang at RM11.1 billion,
Kelantan at RM5.6 billion and the
district of Mersing in Johor at RM1.6
billion.
In terms of public investment, as at
the end of 2012, a total of 67 projects
have already been approved by the
Government for implementation in
ECER under the 9th Malaysia Plan,
while another 44 projects have been
approved for the implementation
under the 10th Malaysia Plan, with a
total allocation of RM6.6 billion.
These projects include infrastructure
projects such as construction and
upgrades of roads and water treatment
plants in the Region, among others,
as well as human capital and social
development programmes such as
the empower ECER programme, the
ECER Entrepreneurship Development
Programme (EEDP) and National
Talent
Enhancement
Programme
(NTEP), that have played an important
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supporting role in accelerating the economic growth of ECER while
transforming the lives of the local residents.
During the year under review, the key economic clusters of Tourism; Oil,
Gas & Petrochemicals; Manufacturing; Agriculture; and Human Capital
Development continued to be the main drivers of ECER’s growth,
supported by developments in transportation and infrastructure; real
estate; social; and sound environmental management.
The ECER Special Economic Zone (ECER SEZ), which spans from
Kertih in Terengganu to Pekan in Pahang, remained as the catalyst
of economic growth in the Region, spurred by high-impact projects
such as Kertih Biopolymer Park, Pekan Automotive Park, Kuantan
Integrated Biopark, Gambang Halal Park and Kuantan Port Expansion,
just to name a few.

TOURISM
Tourism is one of the key economic drivers of ECER, with a private
sector investment target of RM9.4 billion by 2020. Tourism initiatives
in ECER span several sub-sectors, namely urban and coastal tourism;
ecotourism; culture and heritage tourism; island tourism; homestay
programme; and hallmark events.
Pekan Heritage Tourism Development
In October 2012, Kebawah Duli Yang Maha Mulia Sultan Pahang
officially launched the newly renovated Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar
which is expected to boost tourism-related activities in the royal town
of Pekan.
The launch marked the museum’s official reopening after an
extensive one-year, RM16 million upgrading and refurbishment works
undertaken by ECERDC in collaboration with the Pahang State
Government.
The renovation and enhancement of Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar is part
of the Pekan Heritage Waterfront project, which is aimed at propelling
Pekan into becoming one of the key tourism destinations in Pahang.
This will ultimately benefit Pekan residents through the creation of
new jobs and entrepreneurial opportunities.

Pekan Heritage Waterfront
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Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar, Pekan
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To further enhance Pekan’s positioning as a key tourist destination,
ECERDC is also constructing a modern food court at the Pekan
Heritage Waterfront, as well as a marketing and exhibition complex
for small and medium enterprises. Construction works are currently
ongoing and both buildings are expected to be completed in 2013.
Plans are also in place to refurbish the Sultan Abdullah Mosque,
another historic landmark and turn it into an Islamic Museum.
To further promote tourism activities in the district, various cultural
events have been and will be organised, such as Karnival Rakyat
Pekan, to add extra allure to Pahang’s event calendar. All these
initiatives are expected to boost the number of visitors to Pekan to
700,000 annually by 2020 and create over 900 new jobs for the locals.
Kuantan Waterfront Revitalisation
The 7.7-km long Kuantan Waterfront has been identified by the
Corridors & Cities Lab: The East Coast Economic Region (ECER)
in 2011 as one of the key components in the transformation of the
Greater Kuantan Area into a vibrant conurbation. The revitalisation of
the Kuantan Waterfront has two goals, namely, to turn the area into
one of the city’s major attractions and also to serve as a recreational
area for the local population.
A Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) study has already been
commissioned and it is scheduled for completion in 2013. Findings
to date indicate that the development has the potential to generate
a Gross National Income (GNI) of RM1.57 billion and create nearly
15,000 jobs from 2013 to 2020.
While awaiting the completion of the SIP study, enhancement works
have already begun since December 2012 along the 1.3 km stretch
of the Kuantan Esplanade, covering part of the Promenade, as well
as the Mangrove Forest Reserve within the area. The upgrading of
facilities along the Kuantan Esplanade, which includes the jetty and
the timber boardwalk, will provide more convenience and additional
safety to both visitors and locals, and will ultimately boost the area’s
potential as a tourist attraction.

Kuantan Waterfront

Sultan Abdullah Mosque, Pekan
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To further enhance the attractiveness of the Kuantan Waterfront as a
tourism destination, ECERDC will also be undertaking the construction
of an SME Marketing and Exhibition Centre in Tanjung Api, which
will house new food and beverage outlets and shops selling local
products.
Tanjung Leman Integrated Resort and Coastal Township
In February 2012, Johor Corporation Berhad signed an MOU with
ECERDC to develop a resort town which will be known as the Tanjung
Leman Integrated Resort and Coastal Township on a 142-hectare
piece of land in Mersing, Johor. The project will have a total investment
value of RM1 billion and is expected to create 1,500 job opportunities
for the local populace, while transforming Mersing into a major tourism
hub. The project is expected to take off by 2014.
Cherating Integrated Tourism Resort
Another private sector initiative in ECER’s tourism cluster is Encorp
Berhad’s RM1 billion investment to develop an integrated tourism
resort and international golf course in Cherating, Pahang. Located
on a 404-hectare site, the tourism project will consist of a 5-star
hotel, apartments, villas, retail village, golf course and club house.
The project, which is expected to commence by 2014, will help
revitalise Cherating and transform the destination into a premier
tourist destination, while providing spillover economic effects to the
surrounding areas. The project is expected to generate 3,000 job
opportunities for the rakyat.
Kuala Terengganu City Centre
The Kuala Terengganu City Centre (KTCC) development will see the
capital city of Terengganu being transformed into a vibrant Heritage
Waterfront City where culture, landscape and architecture merge to
give tradition a modern twist. KTCC, which has been identified as
an Entry Point Project (EPP), consists of an integrated waterfront
development with residential, commercial, entertainment and retail
components as well as a theme resort and convention facilities that
will help boost Terengganu’s positioning as the tourism gateway of
ECER.

Cherating Beach, Pahang
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KTCC’s two main components, namely, Muara Utara and Muara
Selatan, have been envisioned as the modern extension of Kuala
Terengganu’s Central Business District. Detailed design for primary
infrastructure in Muara Utara was completed in 2012, while
construction of the infrastructure has already commenced in Muara
Selatan and is 81% complete, with completion scheduled in 2013.
In 2012, two investors namely Austin Heights Sdn Bhd and KTCC Mall
Sdn Bhd have confirmed their investments in KTCC’s Muara Selatan,
while the State Government has also taken up two plots of land for
construction of the new Kuala Terengganu City Council and Yayasan
Negeri buildings.
KTCC Mall will invest some RM1 billion to develop an integrated
commercial project in Muara Selatan, consisting of a shopping mall
known as KTCC Mall with about one million square feet of retail space,
a 250-room hotel, and two towers of 520 business suites. The ground
breaking for this project will take place in 2013 and this development
is expected to be completed by the end of 2014.
Kuala Terengganu will also be home to the first drawbridge in ASEAN,
which will connect both Muara Selatan and Muara Utara. The detailed
design of the drawbridge commenced in 2012. Upon completion,
the drawbridge is expected to become an iconic landmark of Kuala
Terengganu, complete with an observation platform, gallery and sky
cafe.
Dungun Town Coastal Tourism
The Dungun Town Coastal Tourism development will leverage on
the town’s best attributes, namely, a scenic coastal drive, fisheries
and seafood, to transform it into a vibrant coastal destination that
will include resort hotels, a souq and craft centre, retail plaza and
promenade. This project is expected to generate up to 8,429 jobs by
2020.
In 2011, ECERDC undertook the detailed design for the coastal
protection of a beach affected by coastal degradation in Teluk
Lipat. In the second quarter of 2012, corrective construction works
commenced, which will result in three artificial headlands - the first
in Malaysia. The artificial headlands will serve as part of a protection
and rehabilitation initiative for the most critical 1.5-km stretch of the
Teluk Lipat coastline.
Taman Negara
Taman Negara straddles across the states of Pahang, Terengganu
and Kelantan. At 434,300 hectares, it is the largest national park in
the country.
In April 2012, ECERDC commissioned the Strategic Implementation
Plan (SIP) to reinforce the status of Taman Negara as the premier
Malaysian Mega Biodiversity Hub site in Peninsular Malaysia. For the
sustainable development of the national park, the study’s interim report
recommends three management zones – Core, Buffer and Transition –
to be supported by an Integrated Environment Management Plan and
Development Planning Guidelines.

Taman Negara
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Endau-Rompin National Park
In 2011, ECERDC commissioned a Strategic Implementation Plan
(SIP) study to detail out the conservation and development of
Endau-Rompin National Park as an international standard rainforest
eco-tourist destination, with its own unique biodiversity and assets.
The study also included establishing Endau-Rompin and its periphery
as one of the Malaysian Mega Biodiversity Hub sites in Peninsular
Malaysia, in line with the EPP4 Tourism National Key Economic Area.
The outcome was an Environmental Framework Plan, Tourism
Master Plan and action plans for the sustainable management of the
natural and cultural heritage of the park. It includes proposals for the
construction of a luxury eco-lodge in Peta, an eco-resort in Sungai
Bantang, a community resort in Lemakoh and rainforest discovery
centre in Selai. A Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) is currently
underway to evaluate these proposals.
Tasik Chini Biosphere Reserve
Tasik Chini was designated as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in
2008 and a Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) study on the lake by
ECERDC has been completed in 2011. The study established a holistic
management plan to protect and conserve the natural resources and
heritage of this unique asset.
To address environmental issues in this fragile ecosystem, ECERDC
collaborated with Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia on a series of
rehabilitation and conservation projects at Tasik Chini, which included
embankment rehabilitation, slope stabilisation, replanting and lake
clean-up. The local Orang Asli community was engaged for the removal
of lake overgrowth which is being studied for compost production.
Water quality monitoring stations were built as part of conservation,
and a freshwater laboratory is being built to promote environmental
research and studies for the long term sustainability of Tasik Chini.
ECERDC has built a complex of three low ecological impact buildings,
consisting of the laboratory, administrative building and security
centre. As at the end of 2012, the complex was 97% completed
and it is scheduled to be handed over to be managed by Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia in the second quarter of 2013.

Endau-Rompin National Park
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Integrated Environmental Management in Lojing
Located in Kelantan, covering an area of 181,700 hectares, Lojing
Highlands has been identified as one of the key ecotourism
destinations in the ECER Master Plan.
During the year under review, ECERDC completed the Lojing
Integrated Environmental Management Plan (IEMP) study, with the
aim of managing the development of highland tourism alongside
agricultural development in the area in a sustainable manner. The
primary goal of the study was to establish the parameters for physical
development and resource conservation in a viable, equitable and
sustainable manner as well as meeting the social and economic needs
of the locals, while maintaining a high quality living environment within
the Lojing Highlands over the next 10 to 15 years.
Eco-Adventure Tourism
The Malayan Tiger Trail is one of the eco-adventure tourism initiatives
identified to integrate the fragmented nature-based tourism resources
in ECER into an international standard adventure tourism package.
This initiative involves improved connectivity and accessibility for
the areas involved as well as product development and targeted
marketing, while maintaining the areas’ unique biodiversity. The
Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP) for this project
was completed in 2012.
Keretapi Tanah Melayu Berhad (KTMB) has launched the Malayan
Tiger Trail train services by linking five main destinations covering
the districts of Lanchang, Raub, Kuala Lipis, Gua Musang and Kuala
Krai. Along this route from Pahang to Kelantan, a well-formulated
ecotourism agenda is to be developed, leveraging on the natural
attractions here. The trail will offer soft eco-adventure with greater
comfort and lower risks and hard eco-adventure that present greater
physical challenges.
Tasik Kenyir Ecotourism Resort
Tasik Kenyir in Terengganu is a man-made lake that serves both as a
reservoir and tourist attraction, especially for freshwater anglers, water
sports enthusiasts and nature lovers. It is also one of the entrances
to Taman Negara via Tanjong Mentong on the southern shore of the
reservoir.
The ECER Master Plan has proposed that Tasik Kenyir and the
surrounding forest reserves be gazetted as a state park, with the
objective of promoting ecotourism, biodiversity conservation, and
maintenance of reservoir water quality.
Sungai Lembing Mining Heritage Town
Once famous for the world’s deepest underground tin mines
surrounding its area, Sungai Lembing town has been identified in the
ECER Master Plan as a Mining Heritage Town.

Eco-Adventure Tourism
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The existing road from Sungai Lembing to Kuantan, the only linkage
to the urban centre, will be upgraded and raised above flood level to
improve accessibility to the area. The project will also enhance the
tourism and economic potential of Sungai Lembing and surrounding
areas. Detailed design for the upgraded all-weather road commenced
in December 2012 and is scheduled for completion in the final quarter
of 2013.

OIL, GAS & PETROCHEMICALS
The Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals cluster in ECER is already well
established and centred around two petrochemical complexes, namely
Kertih Integrated Petrochemical Complex (KIPC) in Terengganu and
Gebeng Integrated Petrochemical Complex (GIPC) in Pahang, both
of which are well served by excellent infrastructure and logistics
networks.
To date, the national oil company, PETRONAS, has already invested
significantly in the Kertih Petrochemicals cluster, which is also steadily
making its mark in the biotechnology-based chemical sector with the
establishment of Kertih Biopolymer Park, formerly known as Kertih
Polymer Park.
ECERDC’s drive in attracting biotechnology related investments into
ECER, particularly in Kertih Biopolymer Park, is being undertaken in
collaboration with the Malaysian Biotechnology Corporation Sdn Bhd
(BiotechCorp).
In June 2012, the 321-acre Kertih Biopolymer Park received a
major boost with the signing of a strategic collaboration between
the Terengganu State Government, ECERDC and BiotechCorp to
develop a biorefinery complex which is the first in Malaysia to utilise
cellulosic feedstock to produce bioderivatives, such as advanced
carbohydrates, biochemicals, biomaterials, biofertilizers and active
feed ingredient.
On October 6, 2012, ECER witnessed the ground breaking ceremony
of the world’s first integrated bio-methionine and thiochemicals plant
worth RM2 billion in the Kertih Biopolymer Park, which was officiated

Refinery Complex in Kertih Integrated
Petrochemical Complex
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by the Prime Minister Y.A.B. Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul
Razak. Located on a 70-hectare land in ECER’s Kertih Biopolymer
Park, the project involves the development of Korea’s CheilJedang
(CJ) bio-methionine plant and France’s Arkema SA (Arkema)
thiochemicals platform, which is expected to commence operation in
2014. ECERDC and BiotechCorp are joint-promoters of the project.
The collaboration by CJ and Arkema is expected to generate a Gross
National Income (GNI) of RM11.1 billion and some RM20 billion in
sales by 2020, as well as nearly 500 employment opportunities, most
of which will be sourced locally. The project will also create spillover economic effects, such as the plantation of biomass plants
comprising Acacia mangium and Leucaena leucocephala or locally
known as petai belalang that will be used as feedstock by the biotech
players in Kertih Biopolymer Park. The petai belalang plantation
project is expected to benefit some 3,000 local smallholders who
have the potential of earning an additional monthly income of about
RM2,500 each.
Another major investment commitment in 2012 was made by USbased biochemical company, GEVO, Inc. to set up a RM1.96 billion
cellulosic biomass isobutanol plant in Kertih Biopolymer Park. For the
first time in the global biotechnology community, bioisobutanol will be
commercially produced from woodchips and oil palm biomass. With
a global market of RM14 billion per annum, isobutanol is traditionally
produced from fossil fuels but advancement in industrial biotechnology
has shifted the focus of production towards fermentation from
renewable and sustainable carbohydrates.
In addition to global names, ECERDC is aggressively promoting the
participation of Small and Medium Enterprises or SMEs in supporting
the development of the Kertih Biopolymer Park. An Entrepreneur
Business Complex is also in the works and is expected to be ready in
2014 to cater for this growing need.
Other investors that have already established their presence in Kertih
Biopolymer Park include Hi-Essence Cable Sdn Bhd and MIE Copper
Sdn Bhd.
ECERDC is now looking at new opportunities and potential investments
for the Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals cluster in Gebeng, particularly in the
downstream sector. We are currently in various stages of discussions
with potential investors at the moment, the fruition of which are
expected to be realised in 2013 to 2014.
Development of Supporting Industries in Kemaman
In view of the expected increase in oil and gas-related activities in
ECER, as a direct result of Entry Point Projects (EPP) undertaken
under the Oil, Gas and Energy National Key Economic Area (NKEA),
the Region offers abundant opportunities for supporting industries to
be developed due to its proximity to both upstream and downstream
facilities in Peninsular Malaysia.

Petai belalang tree planting ceremony by
Terengganu Menteri Besar
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Among others, there is a need for a well-developed integrated supply
base, especially in auxiliary fabrication and boat repair. In 2012, the
construction of an integrated supply base by Eastern Pacific Industrial
Corporation Berhad in Pulau Kuching, off Teluk Kalong, Terengganu
was ongoing and is scheduled to commence operations in October
2013.
The supply base will be supported by the availability of resources
such as iron ore and steel manufactured by companies in the
Kemaman Heavy Industrial Park (KHIP) such as Perwaja and more
recently, Eastern Steel Sdn Bhd, a joint venture between Hiap Teck
Venture Bhd and China Shougang Group, which will be setting up an
integrated steel mill in KHIP. KHIP, in Teluk Kalong, Terengganu will be
focusing on the development of heavy industries, particularly in iron
and steel-making, as well as downstream activities supported with
port linkages.

MANUFACTURING
Manufacturing is one of the key drivers of the ECER economy,
leveraging on the Region’s rich resources, while extending the
production value chain by creating further value to existing raw
materials and feedstock, spanning the upstream, midstream to the
downstream industries.
In 2012, ECER recorded a major milestone with the development
of the Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park (MCKIP), the first
national-status industrial park in the country. Based on the principle
of government-guided, private sector-driven, MCKIP is the sister park
of the China-Malaysia Qinzhou Industrial Park (QIP) and it is expected
to elevate bilateral relations between both countries to the next level.
Other highlights in ECER’s manufacturing sector during the year
were the rebranding of the Kertih Polymer Park to Kertih Biopolymer
Park and Palm Oil Industrial Cluster to Kuantan Integrated Biopark,
reflecting the evolution of both industrial parks in line with the current
global trends.
During the year under review, the Region’s industrial parks were at
different stages of construction. While construction was underway,
ECERDC embarked on investment missions and marketing events to
promote them to potential investors, both locally and abroad.

MCKIP briefing session in Kuantan,
Pahang
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Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park
Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park (MCKIP) is the first bilateral
project in Malaysia to be accorded national status. Located within
a 685-hectare (1,694-acre) area in the vicinity of the Kuantan Port
City, MCKIP marks a major milestone in Malaysia-China relations
and it is expected to strengthen bilateral economic ties between both
countries.
To be developed jointly by both countries under the principle of
government-guided, private sector-driven, MCKIP is targeting for
investments in high-end industries by investors from Malaysia, China
and international players from ASEAN and the rest of the world. MCKIP
will play a synergistic role with its sister park in Qinzhou, namely the
China-Malaysia Qinzhou Industrial Park (QIP) that will help enhance
bilateral trade between both countries.
The park will also generate significant economic spin-offs that will
benefit the Malaysian business community and the local people of
ECER, especially in Pahang.
MCKIP will be developed by a master developer made up of a joint
venture company between a Malaysian consortium and a Chinese
consortium. The Malaysian consortium will own 51% equity in the
joint venture company, while the Chinese consortium will hold the
balance 49% equity.
Ground works for MCKIP already commenced in September 2012
and the official ground breaking ceremony by the Prime Minister and
Government officials from China is expected to be held in the first
quarter of 2013.
Pekan Automotive Park
Pekan Automotive Park (PAP) has been identified as an EPP and its
current site will be expanded to cater to the needs and demands
of existing and new automotive manufacturer and vendors. PAP
is expected to attract some RM5.2 billion worth of investments
and create 28,338 jobs. It is also forecast to create 270 new
entrepreneurs by 2020, and generate a GNI of RM1.34 billion.
In 2012, construction works were ongoing at the 95.83-hectare site of
the industrial park. Two of three earthworks packages and first level
infrastructure works were completed, with remaining infrastructure
works scheduled for completion in 2013.
Currently, PAP is the ASEAN regional base for global names such
as Volkswagen, Suzuki and Mercedes Benz. The expansion of PAP,
scheduled for completion in 2020, will result in a dedicated industrial
zone, a National Automotive Testing Centre, integrated vendors park
as well as a residential and commercial zone. It will focus on high
value-added manufacturing, with special focus on producing premium
and alternative technology vehicles. By 2020, PAP is envisaged
to be an ASEAN automotive hub with emphasis on sustainability,
both economically and ecologically. The industrial park will adopt
environment-friendly practices designed to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions.

Document exchange ceremony of
investment commitment in ECER
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During the year under review, Nilai Mahir (M) Sdn Bhd invested RM90
million to build automotive factory infrastructure to accommodate
DRB-HICOM’s vendor, Johnson Controls Automotive Holdings Sdn
Bhd, an automotive components manufacturer from the US.
To further support the development of the automotive industry in PAP,
HICOM University College Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of DRB-HICOM
Berhad, has also invested RM613.8 million to establish an automotive
university college in Pekan, which is expected to create 500 job
opportunities and attract 7,000 students by 2020.
When fully completed in 2020, PAP’s manufacturing bases and
assembly plants will be able to draw upon the Region’s strategic
location, particularly via Kuantan Port, as the ideal motor-vehicle
supply and distribution base for Southeast Asia.
Kuantan Integrated Biopark
The Kuantan Integrated Biopark (KIBP), formerly known as Palm
Oil Industrial Cluster, was aimed at exploiting the vast palm oil
resources by developing downstream palm oil products derived from
biotechnology. Kuantan Integrated Biopark’s rebranding reflects
ECERDC’s objective to promote biotechnology related activities
based on oil palm biomass in the park. The 247-hectare park is
strategically located within Kuantan Port City and will be focusing on
oil palm-based biomass as its raw material.
KIBP development, which is being undertaken in two phases covering
247 hectares, is currently progressing as scheduled and was 87%
completed as of the end of 2012. The park is expected to attract
RM1.76 billion in investments and create 8,259 jobs by 2020, with
spin-off activities generating another 23,000 jobs. It is also expected
to generate a total Gross National Income (GNI) of RM2.28 billion and
create 210 new SMEs.
ECER Halal Parks
The ECER halal parks in Gambang, Pahang and Pasir Mas, Kelantan
were established to capitalise on the growing global halal market,

Food processing will be a feature in
ECER halal park
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which is currently valued at USD2.3 trillion. The rapid growth in
the international halal market is triggered by rising awareness and
worldwide demand for food security, safety and hygiene.
Both halal parks have been identified by the Federal Government as
Entry Point Projects, supporting the National Key Economic Areas of
agriculture, palm oil, healthcare, wholesale and retail business and
financial services.
The Gambang Halal Park in Pahang is an integrated halal industrial
park focusing on high-value downstream halal food and non-food
products such as pharmaceuticals, cosmetics and personal care,
additives and ingredients, and gelatine. Located within ECER Special
Economic Zone (ECER SEZ), the Phase 1 development of Gambang
Halal Park involving earthworks and construction of infrastructure
over 45.32 hectares was already nearing completion in 2012.
Meanwhile the 43.71 hectare Pasir Mas Halal Park will be focusing
on high-value downstream halal food products. Its focus industries
consist of nutraceuticals or herbs, spices, sauces, agro-based
products and meat-based products. Phase 1 development of Pasir
Mas Halal Park involving 22 hectares was completed in July 2012,
while construction of the Entrepreneur Business Complex which
began in October 2011 is also nearing completion. The complex
featuring SME units, exhibition hall and offices is expected to be
ready for operations in April 2013.
Pasir Mas Halal Park and Gambang Halal Park are expected to attract
a combined investment of RM1.04 billion, with 11,795 new jobs by
2020. Each park is expected to contribute RM287 million and RM640
million in GNI respectively.

AGRICULTURE
ECER’s agriculture initiatives aim to transform a traditional, smallscale farming sector into a large-scale modern commercial agriculture
industry, focusing on new approaches designed to make Malaysia
less reliant on imports.
AGRICULTURE: AGROPOLITAN
ECER’s agropolitan initiative plays a key role in the development
of ECER’s Agriculture cluster as it incorporates agriculture-related
projects such as Dorper sheep rearing and oil palm plantation on a
commercial scale as the key economic activities for its participants,
as well as cocoa farming as one of the identified secondary activities.
The agropolitan initiative is aimed at eradicating poverty in ECER by
transforming the lives of the rural poor through agriculture-related
activities. This initiative is in line with the Economic Transformation
Programme (ETP), which aims to create a high-income society among
all Malaysians. The agropolitan projects currently consist of the Pekan
Agropolitan in Pahang, South Kelantan Agropolitan and Besut-Setiu
Agropolitan in Terengganu, with the participation of over 840 families
in the three states.

Dorper sheep initiative in Pekan
Agropolitan
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Pekan Agropolitan
The Pekan Agropolitan project in Pahang is implemented in three
locations, namely, Batu 8 in Lepar, Runchang and Tanjung Batu.
The project is implemented by ECERDC in collaboration with the
Federal Land Development Authority (FELDA) as the implementing
agency. The primary economic activity for Pekan Agropolitan in Batu
8 and Runchang project sites is Dorper sheep rearing while oil palm
plantation is the main economic activity in Tanjung Batu.
The Pekan Agropolitan project was first implemented in Runchang in
2009 with the participation of the local Orang Asli. To date, the Pekan
Agropolitan project in Runchang has seen the continued participation
of 102 Orang Asli families, who are now rearing 3,000 heads of sheep
in 35 animal production units. The Orang Asli participants are now
earning an average monthly income of RM850 by working just five
hours per day.
The Pekan Agropolitan project in Batu 8, Lepar has been operational
since 2011 and it is now home to 100 participants. They are currently
involved in Dorper sheep rearing as their primary economic activity
and are now earning an average of RM1,100 a month. The secondary
economic activity for this agropolitan project is poultry farming.
In September 2012, a total of 213 participants and their families moved
into their new houses built by ECERDC at the Pekan Agropolitan
project site in Tanjung Batu. The participants are now involved in oil
palm plantation as their primary activity, earning an average income
of RM1,100 per month. The participants will also be involved in the
managing of an oil palm nursery and birds’ nest farming (swiftlets) as
their secondary economic activity.
South Kelantan Agropolitan
The South Kelantan Agropolitan project was first implemented in
2009, involving the relocation of 10 pioneering families into their newly
built homes in Rantau Manis in Gua Musang, Kelantan. ECERDC
has appointed South Kelantan Development Authority (KESEDAR)
as the implementing agency for this project, which involves oil palm

Oil palm plantation in South
Kelantan Agropolitan
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plantation as the primary economic activity for its participants, as well
as cocoa farming as the secondary economic activity.
In 2012, an additional 315 new homes were completed for South
Kelantan Agropolitan participants, which are well-supported by
public amenities and modern infrastructure. In addition, some 1,490
hectares of land were developed and planted with oil palm in South
Kelantan Agropolitan, while another 163 acres of land were planted
with cocoa and banana.
During the year under review, the number of participating families in
South Kelantan Agropolitan has increased to 205, with the relocation
of 195 families to their new homes in June 2012. Another 120
participating families are expected to move into their new houses in
South Kelantan Agropolitan by the end of 2013.
The South Kelantan Agropolitan participants are currently earning
an average monthly income of RM1,100 by working at the oil palm
plantation.
Besut-Setiu Agropolitan
The Besut-Setiu Agropolitan is implemented in Terengganu, with
Dorper sheep rearing as the primary economic activity and chicken
rearing and downstream livestock activities as secondary activities
for its participants.
Undertaken in two phases, the Besut-Setiu Agropolitan project saw
Phase 1 of the project undergoing construction during the year under
review, with completion expected in the second quarter of 2013.
The project includes the construction of 100 houses for the participants,
52 animal production units, 104 hectares of napier grass to feed
4,680 heads of sheep and public amenities such as a multipurpose
hall, surau, kindergarten, as well as shoplots. The 100 participating
families of Besut-Setiu Agropolitan are expected to move into the
area in the second quarter of 2013.
AGRICULTURE: BIOECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION
A significant milestone in ECER’s Agriculture cluster in 2012 is the
incorporation of biotechnology-based initiatives in the Region which
are in line with Malaysia’s Bioeconomy Transformation Programme.
The projects include the Pasir Raja Herbal & Biotechnology Park
in Terengganu; Chegar Perah Herbal & Biotechnology Park in
Pahang; Tok Bali Integrated Fisheries Park in Kelantan; Kuantan Fish
Processing Park in Pahang; Merchong Marine Fish Hatchery and Fish
Seed Marketing Centre in Pahang; Kuala Berang Sheep Breeding &
Innovation Centre in Terengganu; Kuala Berang Dairy Multiplier Farm
in Terengganu; Muadzam Shah Cattle Research & Innovation Centre in
Pahang; Taman Teknologi Malaysia, Raub in Pahang; and Pengkalan
Kubor Collection, Processing & Packaging Centre in Kelantan.

Oil palm plantation is the primary
economic activity in South Kelantan
Agropolitan
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LIVESTOCK
To spearhead and drive the growth of ECER’s livestock industry,
a strategic approach was adopted focusing on developing a
comprehensive breeding programme based on a three-tier system for
the dairy cattle and sheep industry. This would result in increased
production of locally improved animal breeds for distribution to
contract farmers and reduce dependency on imported breeds.
Goat and Sheep
ECER’s Dorper sheep initiatives have two thrusts: one, to meet rising
demand for mutton in Malaysia, and two, to be promoted as a primary
economic activity and a source of income for participants in ECERDC’s
Agropolitan programme. The Dorper sheep initiative has resulted in a
strategic relationship between nucleus farms commercially operated
by the anchor company and Dorper sheep rearing initiatives in ECER’s
Pekan Agropolitan and Besut-Setiu Agropolitan.
ECERDC’s Dorper sheep initiative is designed to produce up to 30%
of national demand or 19,500 tonnes by 2020. By then, it is envisioned
that there will be significantly larger farms with the commercialisation of
goat and sheep farming as well as more ECER farmers participating in
downstream activities that would contribute to substantial additional
income.
In 2012, construction works for the Kuala Berang Sheep Breeding
& Innovation Centre were 96% completed and are scheduled to be
ready by May 2013. The centre will produce high-value Dorper breed
that is well-suited for local conditions, and reduce dependency on
imported breeds. Annual output from the centre is estimated to be
in excess of 4,200 Dorper sheep, consisting of genetically improved
ewes and rams.
Meanwhile, in December 2012, ETD Makmur Sdn Bhd (ETD) was
appointed as the anchor company to commercially operate and
manage Telaga Papan Commercial Goat Farm in Terengganu. The
project will involve an investment of RM20 million by 2020. ETD will
start with the breeding of 1,670 heads of Boer goats and create at
least two local satellite farms by 2015.

Harvest of napier grass for
livestock consumption
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Dairy Cattle
ECER’s dairy cattle projects are currently implemented in Muadzam
Shah in Pahang and Kuala Berang in Terengganu.
To facilitate the growth of this industry, ECERDC is developing the
Muadzam Shah Cattle Research & Innovation Centre (MSCRIC) in
Pahang to facilitate high-impact continuous research and bridge gaps
in breeding technology and farm management for Malaysian dairy
cattle industry.
During the year under review, construction works for Phase 1 and
2 of MSCRIC were completed, while construction works for Phase
3 commenced in 2012 and are expected to be ready in April 2013.
Construction work for Phase 4 is expected to be awarded by March
2013. MSCRIC, inclusive of its nucleus farm is expected to produce
600 high yielding dairy cattle annually, thus reducing Malaysia’s
dependency on imported breeds.
Two other dairy projects will be developed at a later stage – one in
Tanah Merah, Kelantan and the other in Jemaluang in the district of
Mersing, Johor, the latter to be implemented as a part of ECERDC’s
Agropolitan project.
Fisheries and Aquaculture
The development of the aquaculture industry in ECER will transform
the fish-based industry through commercialisation of critical segments
along the integrated value chain. ECERDC’s fisheries initiatives are
projected to generate investments worth RM2.22 billion and create
4,516 new jobs by 2020.
The focal point of hatchery and brood stock development in ECER
is the state-of-the-art Marine Fish Hatchery & Fish Seed Marketing
Centre, currently being built in Merchong, Pahang. As at the end of
2012, 12% of ground and soil preparation works was completed.
Physical works are scheduled to commence by the first quarter of
2013 and are expected to be completed in the first quarter of 2014.
During the review period, construction work for the Kuantan Fish
Processing Park is 73% completed, with full completion scheduled
by May 2013. The park will produce 14,400 tonnes of fish-based
products annually, complete with sorting and distribution centres and
on-site factories.
The Pengkalan Kubor Collection, Processing & Packaging Centre is
nearing completion with construction works having reached 97%.
Once completed in February 2013, the centre will provide processing
facilities that meet international food safety standards such as Hazard
Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP), Good Manufacturing
Practice (GMP) and HALAL. The centre will be managed by Persatuan
Nelayan Kawasan Tumpat as the anchor organisation, thus bringing
direct benefits to local fishermen.

Fish sorting and distribution centre in
Kuantan

2012 annual report

35

ECERDC

As for Tok Bali Integrated Fisheries Park in Kelantan, the schematic
design work for Phase 1 of the park has reached its final stages and
construction work is expected to commence by August 2013 upon
receiving the approval of the local authority.
In 2012, the Wakaf Bunut Water Treatment Plant, meant to produce
23 million litres of treated water per day for the park, was 95%
completed. The water treatment plant, which is being developed in
collaboration with Syarikat Air Kelantan Sdn Bhd, is also expected to
supply surplus water for domestic users in Pasir Puteh and Tok Bali.
Herbal Cluster
ECER’s Herbal and Biotechnology cluster has been recognised under
EPP1 of the Government’s Economic Transformation Programme
(ETP) for Agriculture National Key Economic Area (NKEA). The
Region’s Herbal and Biotechnology cluster will be focusing on the
development of upstream and midstream activities that will produce
high quality raw materials for the pharmaceutical and nutraceuticalrelated industries in ECER halal parks.
Two plots of agricultural land have been identified for this cluster,
comprising 406 hectares in Pasir Raja, Dungun in Terengganu and
327 hectares in Chegah Perah, Lipis in Pahang.
To date, 18% of the construction work has been completed under
Phase 1 of Pasir Raja Herbal & Biotechnology Park. Infrastructure
works as well as 50 hectares of herbal plantations and processing
facilities are expected to be ready by the fourth quarter of 2013.
Meanwhile, construction works at the Chegar Perah Herbal &
Biotechnology Park were 40% completed and are scheduled for
completion by the third quarter of 2013.
Oil Palm Plantation
Oil palm plantation has been identified as the primary economic
activity for ECERDC’s Pekan Agropolitan in Tanjung Batu, Pahang and
South Kelantan Agropolitan in Gua Musang. The agropolitan project in

Modern packaging for herbal products
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Tanjung Batu has already started operating in October 2012, with 213
participants employed to work at a 1,352-hectare oil palm plantation,
earning an average income of RM1,100 per month.
For South Kelantan Agropolitan, the project participants are primarily
involved in the replanting and rehabilitation work of a 1,490-hectare
oil palm plantation in Rantau Manis, Renok Baru, Jeram Tekoh and
Sungai Asap. In 2012, Phase 1 of oil palm replanting and rehabilitation
in Rantau Manis were already completed, while Phase 1 of oil palm
replanting in Renok Baru, Jeram Tekoh and Sungai Asap has also
been completed. The participants are now earning an average
monthly income of around RM1,100.
Rompin Integrated Pineapple Plantation
In 2012, infrastructure works for the Rompin Integrated Pineapple
Plantation in Pahang was 55% completed. The first 100-hectare farm
infrastructure was completed in August 2012 and remaining work
will be completed by second quarter, 2013. The anchor company
to commercially operate and manage the pineapple farm will be
appointed in March 2013.
To leverage on the commercial development of this plantation, 100
hectares of the land area have been allocated to Koperasi Orang
Asli Kampung Tanam for contract farmers. Once fully operational in
2020, this plantation is projected to produce 55,000 tonnes of fresh
pineapple annually and create 3,000 jobs and 50 entrepreneurial
opportunities.
Integrated Cassava Cluster
During the year under review, the Business Strategy and
Implementation Plan (BSIP) for the development of an Integrated
Cassava Cluster was almost completed and will be finalised in
the first quarter of 2013. The study has identified three integrated
cassava plantation clusters, one each in Terengganu and Kelantan
and one straddling Mersing in Johor and Rompin in Pahang. Once
fully operational, the three integrated cassava clusters that occupy
a total of 7,783 hectares will produce more than 100,000 tonnes of
cassava starch annually.
In 2012, a trial plot to evaluate the best yielding cassava variety
was carried out in a 5-hectare seed plantation in Muadzam Shah in
Pahang. The trial’s outcome will be ready by the first quarter of 2013,
whereby the seed plantation is expected to produce seeds for high
yield plants for commercial plantations and contract farms.

HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT
To transform ECER into a high income developed Region by 2020, it
is vital for ECERDC to develop the human capital resources within the
Region, in order to meet the needs and demands of the developing
industries. In this context, education plays a key role, not only as one
of the key economic drivers of the Region, but also as the key engine
in spurring the human capital development in ECER.

Rompin Integrated Pineapple
Plantation
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ECERDC’s human capital development forms part of its education
initiatives, which is aimed at creating a skilled workforce, as well as a
pool of entrepreneurs and SMEs for the Region’s economic clusters.
Ultimately, this will ensure that the local population will have a chance
to play an active, meaningful role in ECER’s rapid transformation
and take advantage of the newly created business and economic
opportunities.
empower ECER
empower ECER is designed to enhance and empower the ECER
residents via Academic Training as well as Skills and Entrepreneurship
Training which will help them boost their academic performance and
achieve higher income through marketable skills, hence elevating
their socio-economic status.
The programme is currently being implemented in nine districts in
ECER, namely, Bentong, Temerloh, Raub, Cameron Highlands, Lipis
and Kuala Pahang in Pahang; Bachok and Jeli in Kelantan; and
Kemaman in Terengganu.
As of end December 2012, empower ECER has benefitted 11,426
participants, comprising 6,776 students and 4,650 adults. For the
year under review, a total of 382 of empower ECER participants
enrolled under the Academic Training Programme obtained 5As in
the 2012 Ujian Penilaian Sekolah Rendah (UPSR) examination, while
another 360 students scored 5As and above in the 2012 Peperiksaan
Menegah Rendah (PMR).
Meanwhile, out of the 2,500 participants who participated in empower
ECER’s Skills and Entrepreneurship Training programme, 2,177 have
either started their own businesses or gained employment, earning
an additional income of between RM500 and RM5,000 per month,
with some earning even more.
In 2012, ECERDC launched empower ECER Mahkota Kuala Pahang
initiative in collaboration with Universiti Malaysia Pahang to uplift the
quality of life of the fishing community living in the neighbourhood
of the campus. During the review period, UMP conducted various

Successful participants of empower
ECER in Cameron Highlands
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academic, motivational and skills training programmes which have
benefitted 495 students, 802 Agropolitan participants and their
spouses, as well as 75 youths.
ECER Entrepreneurship Development Programme
The ECER Entrepreneurship Development Programme (EEDP) was
designed to increase the involvement of the Bumiputra Commercial
and Industrial Community (BCIC) and SMEs in projects undertaken
in ECER. EEDP consists of two components, namely, soft-skills
development assistance and financial assistance, which are being
undertaken in collaboration with ECERDC’s strategic partners,
namely SIRIM, Agrobank and GIATMARA.
In this context, SIRIM will provide assistance in product development,
quality branding, research and development, marketability and
networking. A total of 28 participants were selected to attend various
courses under this development programme, which is scheduled to
end in the second quarter of 2013.
Meanwhile, Agrobank will provide financial assistance through an
interest rate topping-up mechanism. As at the end of 2012, a total of
61 entrepreneurs had benefited from this scheme.
Terminal Jahitan and Boat Building & Repair Centre
Terminal Jahitan and Boat Building & Repair Centre (BBRC) in Mersing,
Johor are two projects implemented by ECERDC in collaboration with
GIATMARA.
In 2012, GIATMARA became the anchor company for the Terminal
Jahitan, which has since increased its staff strength from 14 to 16.
Five of the Terminal Jahitan staff were also sent to GIATMARA’s
entrepreneurial skills development programme to be groomed as
entrepreneurs.
During the year under review, the commercial operator of the BBRC,
El Iman Sdn Bhd, became fully operational, serving a customer base
consisting of fishermen and tourist boat operators in Mersing and
registering a monthly income of between RM8,000 and RM10,000.
Suri@Home
Suri@Home is a socio-economic development initiative by ECERDC
which is aimed at empowering the women of ECER by providing them
with marketable skills that can be carried out from their own home.
First introduced in 2009, this initiative has seen the implementation
of vermi-compost project in Bachok, Kelantan, as well as the Tenun
weaving project in Kuantan and Pekan, Pahang. To date, a total of 23
women have benefited from the Suri@Home programme, with each
earning additional income ranging from RM500 to RM1,500.

Employees of Terminal Jahitan Project
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Another project under this initiative, the Songket Weaving Project in
Kuala Terengganu, which commenced in August 2010, is expected to
be completed in the third quarter of 2013.
National Talent Enhancement Programme
Implemented as part of the national Economic Transformation
Programme (ETP), the National Talent Enhancement Programme
(NTEP) seeks to develop talents in the country’s key industries. In
2012, ECERDC rolled out a 12-month programme under the NTEP
initiative, which focuses on talent and skills creation to meet the
needs of the engineering-based industries in ECER. During the
year, the first batch of 100 new engineering talents were placed with
HICOM Automotive Manufacturing (M) Sdn Bhd, with part of their
salaries being subsidised by the government. Those who meet the
expectations of the employer will have the opportunity to be absorbed
into the permanent workforce of DRB-HICOM.

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Efficient transportation system and quality infrastructure are crucial to
transform ECER into a developed Region that will improve the quality
of life of its residents and attract investments at the same time. With
this in mind, ECERDC continues to undertake efforts in upgrading
existing facilities in the Region and building new ones.
During the year under review, the construction of Package 1 of the
road from Sungai Emas to Endau-Rompin National Park was in
progress and is expected to be completed in July 2013, while the
detailed design for Package 2 of the road from Kahang to Sungai
Emas has been completed.
Another project that was in the design stage is the 54.6-km long
Mersing-Sedili Coastal road, which will serve as a pathway to tourism
for the east coast of Johor.
The detailed design of the Kuantan Port City (KPC) Port Link Road,
which will provide high-speed linkage from Kuantan Port to other
growth areas in ECER via East Coast Expressway 2 is ongoing, and
will be completed in 2013.

Tenun weaving in Pahang under
Suri@Home initiative
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The SEZ Central Link Road which links Paka in Terengganu to Pekan
in Pahang is now in feasibility study stage. Once completed, the SEZ
Central Link Road will provide connectivity between ECER SEZ Focus
Nodes and other areas where key projects are being carried out under
the ECER Master Plan.
The year 2012 also marked the completion of the Integrated Master
Plan for KPC, which will act as a catalyst to ECER SEZ’s growth. Under
the Master Plan, the city will see a number of improvements in its
roads, water supply and drainage system. The plan also earmarks new
areas for industrial, residential, commercial and tourism development.
The year 2012 also saw the completion of the detailed design
and related studies for Kuantan Port Expansion project, with the
construction of the breakwater scheduled to commence in the first
quarter of 2013. The Kuantan Port Expansion, which will see Kuantan
Port being transformed into a deepwater port, will help propel ECER
SEZ’s positioning as the investment gateway to the Asia Pacific and
Far East regions.
In 2012, the Kota Bharu City Centre Integrated Traffic and
Transportation Study was commenced, with the objective of
developing a transport and traffic master plan for the city. ECERDC
plans to transform the city into a vibrant engine of growth and a major
cross-border trading centre in the Region, which is efficiently linked
by road, rail and water transportation networks.

SPECIAL PROJECT: DARA AND JENGKA
Since 2010, ECERDC has been entrusted by the Federal Government
to manage the Special Fund established for the implementation
of strategic and micro development projects in areas formerly
administered by Lembaga Kemajuan Pahang Tenggara (DARA)
and Lembaga Kemajuan Wilayah Jengka (JENGKA), involving five
district councils (Jerantut, Maran, Pekan, Rompin and Bera) and one
municipal council (Temerloh).
The projects have to adhere to certain criteria, such as strengthening
security and public order, promoting a healthy lifestyle, enhancing
public transportation, promoting sustainable development, developing
a progressive community, enhancing access to quality and affordable
basic amenities, and benefitting traditional villages.
Between 2010 and 2012, a total of 298 projects were implemented
in former DARA and JENGKA areas under the Special Fund initiative,
whereby the initiatives have helped transform and enhance the
physical environment of the areas. During the year under review,
some RM70 million of the Special Fund was utilised for 77 projects,
which include construction of roads and upgrading works in nine
traditional villages, construction of shop lots, as well as construction
and upgrading of public amenities including surau, futsal court, public
park, and lighting works in public areas, among others.

Enhanced public amenities in former
DARA and JENGKA areas
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INVESTMENTS
In line with the accelerated transformation experienced in 2012,
ECER continues to prove its attractiveness as a distinctive, dynamic
and competitive investment destination as reflected in the uptrend in
terms of incoming investments into the Region.
Since 2007 until 2012, ECER received a total of RM37 billion in
investments versus RM21 billion achieved between the 2007-2011
period. This represents a RM16 billion increase in investments
compared with the amount recorded in the period of 2007-2011.
The investments consisted of 16 committed projects worth RM12.02
billion and 12 incentives approved projects worth RM4.05 billion.
Of the amount, investments in manufacturing cluster stood at
RM5.4 billion (33%), followed closely by the logistics sector with
RM4.5 billion (28%), tourism with RM3.3 billion (21%), property with
RM1.2 billion (8%), agriculture with RM1 billion (6%), education with
RM600 million (3%) and services with RM5 million (1%).
The RM16 billion surge in investments during the year under review
was due largely to intensive marketing and promotion activities
carried out by ECERDC locally and overseas, in collaboration with
Government agencies such as MITI, MIDA and MATRADE. Focus
markets include China, Japan, United States of America, Taiwan,
South Korea, Australia, Germany, India and Thailand. Additionally, a
number of promotional activities were also held in various locations in
Malaysia.
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ECERDC’s investment promotion in
Melbourne, Australia
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VISION
To champion the sustainable
development of ECER

MISSION
We are committed to accelerating the
Region’s economic growth
We are the catalyst for strategic and high
impact projects
We implement programmes and projects that will
directly benefit the rakyat
We will conserve the environment and
preserve the culture
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RAISE THE LIVING STANDARDS
OF THE RAKYAT IN ECER
SOCIO-ECONOMIC OUTCOME
Private Investment

Project Development

Human Capital Development

5 ROLES OF ECERDC

4. CATALYST

1. IMPLEMENTER
• Develop and implement
socio-economic programmes
and projects

Increase Increase
Private Gross National
Investment Income (GNI)

2. PROMOTER

Develop Increase Job
Entrepreneurs Opportunity

• Conduct intervention
programmes to improve
value chain and processes

• Facilitate the participation of
stakeholders in socio-economic
programmes and projects

5. FACILITATOR
• Facilitate the engagement of
stakeholders in the implementation
of the targeted projects

3. TRUSTEE
• Act as trustee for public funds

Stakeholders Value
Proposition

Operational
Readiness

Organisational
Readiness

ECERDC SHARED VALUES
ECERDC

A

P

Shared Values

AS ONE

PROFESSIONALISM

L

I

LOYALTY

INTEGRITY

As One
• United in purpose and fellowship.
We stand, think and act as one.
• Support team cohesion and team
decisions. Do not let others fail.

Integrity
• Honest and upright
• Exemplify a high standard of
performance, honesty and
mutual respect

Loyalty
• Devoted and committed to the
ECERDC Vision and Mission

Professionalism
• Committed, innovative and
proactive, always striving for
excellence
• Adopt high professional standards,
proper work ethics and code of
conduct in one’s actions
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ORGANISATION STRUCTURE

ECER Development Council

Council Members

Audit Committee
Pahang
Implementation
and Coordination
Committee

Terengganu
Implementation
and Coordination
Committee

Industry Expert
Panel

Chief
Executive
Officer

Management Committee
Kelantan
Implementation
and Coordination
Committee

Johor
Implementation
and Coordination
Committee

CEO’s Office
• Legal
• Audit
• Council
Secretariat
• Risk

State Office
• Pahang
• Terengganu
• Kelantan
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ECER: A REGION SET FOR RAPID
TRANSFORMATION
ECER was launched as an economic corridor in 2007 to address a
regional imbalance through accelerated growth to be implemented
in a viable, equitable and sustainable manner. In five short years, it
has undergone rapid socio-economic transformation, propelled by
five economic clusters, namely Tourism; Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals;
Manufacturing; Agriculture; and Human Capital Development, in
which the Region has comparative advantage.
To ensure equitable development, wealth creation and distribution
across geographies, the cluster approach was adopted, and seven
KeyDevelopment Area (KDA) or nodes identified, each with its unique
strategic proposition.

ECER KEY DEVELOPMENT AREAS (KDA)

Tumpat
Rantau
Panjang
Jeli

Bukit Bunga

Kota Bharu
Bachok
Tok Bali

Besut

KELANTAN
Node 5:
Gua Musang
- K. Lipis KDA

Node 2:
Cross
Border
Development

Gua Musang

TERENGGANU
Kuala Terengganu
Kuala
Berang

Dungun

Kertih

Kuala Lipis

PAHANG
Node 6:
Bentong Raub KDA

Jengka

Raub
Bentong

Node 3:
KTCC - Kenyir - Dungun
Triangle

Kuantan
Gambang

Node 7:
DARA JENGKA KDA

Node 1:
ECER Special Economic
Zone (ECER SEZ)

Pekan

Pulau Tioman
Endau-Rompin

MERSING

Node 4:
Mersing - Rompin KDA

Mersing
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The Key Development Areas are:
Node 1: ECER Special Economic Zone (corresponds with Greater
Kuantan conurbation)
Node 2: Tumpat-Kota Bharu-Bachok-Tok Bali-Besut Cross Border
Development
Node 3: Kuala Terengganu City Centre-Kenyir-Dungun Triangle
Node 4: Mersing-Rompin KDA
Node 5: Gua Musang-Kuala Lipis KDA
Node 6: Bentong-Raub KDA
Node 7: Special Project: DARA and JENGKA
As an implementation council, ECERDC has three focus areas that
encompass the entire development spectrum - Investments, Projects
and Human Capital Development - to deliver the Vision and Mission of
the Region. Investments are modeled along the lines of Public-Private
Partnerships, with the private sector taking the lead, supported by
public sector participation that involves creating an environment
conducive to attract investments and fulfill the vision and goals of the
Region.
The government has identified and budgeted for 67 projects under
the 9th Malaysia Plan (2006-2010) and 44 projects under the 10th
Malaysia Plan (2011-2015) with approved allocations amounting to
approximately RM6.6 billion for implementation in the Region. These
projects are primarily in transport and infrastructure, manufacturing,
human capital development initiatives.
In terms of private investment, the Region has attracted RM49 billion
from domestic and foreign investors between 2007 and 2013, and
it is expected to generate a total of 40,000 new jobs for the local
population. Investments are set to grow with the establishment of
the Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park in 2012. To be developed
entirely by private investors, MCKIP is the sister park of the ChinaMalaysia Qinzhou Industrial Park, and heralds a new era of bilateral
trade and investment with China and the status of Kuantan Port as a
regional logistics hub.
Currently, many projects are in different stages of implementation. In
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ECER ENTRY POINT PROJECTS (EPP)
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Tourism

Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals

Dairy Cattle
GNI: RM667 mil
Jobs: 1,026
Priv. Invest: 86%

2

Goat & Sheep
GNI: RM816 mil
Jobs: 3,727
Priv. Invest: 83%

3

Cassava
GNI: RM427 mil
Jobs : 4,200
Priv. Invest: 76%

4

1

2

Agriculture

1

7

6
6

Aquaculture
GNI: RM1.030 mil
Jobs: 4,516
Priv. Invest: 94%

Manufacturing
Enabler - Infrastructure

Coastal Tourism
GNI: RM1,974 mil
Jobs: 32,358
Priv. Invest: 94%
Ecotourism
GNI: 349 mil
Jobs: 2,056
Priv. Invest: 91%
Island Tourism
GNI: RM156 mil
Jobs: 989
Priv. Invest: 95%

5

6

7

8

Automotive Assembly
GNI: RM1,340 mil
Jobs: 28,338
Priv. Invest: 94%
Downstream Palm Oil
GNI: RM2,279 mil
Jobs: 8,259
Priv. Invest: 88%
Halal Hub
GNI: RM1,100 mil
Jobs: 12,881
Priv. Invest: 89%
Polymer
GNI: RM1,600 mil
Jobs: 3,229
Priv. Invest: 97%
Supply Base Services
GNI: RM2,700 mil
Jobs: 14,010
Priv. Invest: 95%

9

10

11

12

13

14

Kuantan Port Expansion
GNI: RM3,796 mil
Jobs: 8,638
Priv. Invest: 75%
Road & Rail
Total Inv.: RM4,107 mil
Priv. Invest: 3.4%

2012, ECERDC initiated two new transformation initiatives in line with the Goverment’s Border Economic
Transformation Programme and the Bioeconomy Transformation Programme. Both plans augur well for
the Region, which is well positioned to leverage on its strategic location along the Malaysia-ThailandIndochina borders as part of Node 2, and its rich agricultural resources to realize the goals of both
plans. They also elevate ECER to the next level, to realize its potential as a significant player in these
dynamic market-driven modern day businesses.
As an important first step in the Border Economic Transformation Programme, ECERDC commissioned
the Kota Bharu City Centre Integrated Traffic and Transportation Study to address the immediate issue
of inner city congestion and the broader goal of extending the city borders to the new growth area
2012 annual report
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of Palekbang in Tumpat. This will facilitate cross border trade and
tourism with Thailand, Cambodia and further afield. The study is
slated for completion in Q1, 2013.
An integrated and seamless transportation system, by road, rail and
water, is considered fundamental for the success of ECER’s Node 2,
which is anchored by the Kota Bharu City Centre development, which
aims to transform the city into a vibrant cross-border trading centre in
ECER. The signature development here is the Kota Bharu Waterfront.
ECERDC also embarked on the Bukit Bunga-Jeli Study that looked
into ways of improving the border trade, tourism and Human Capital
Development cluster at the Bukit Bunga-Buketa cross border
towns. The results of the study will be a key input for transformation
programmes being carried out by the Economic Planning Unit.
A strategic infrastructure project is the Central Spine Road that is
currently being upgraded to improve accessibility and connectivity
between the hinterland districts of Node 5 and Node 6 and the rest
of ECER and Malaysia. It involves the widening of the existing federal
road from Kuala Krai to Simpang Pelangai into a dual carriageway.
The Central Spine Road will boost socio-economic development in
the hinterland of ECER.
Another significant milestone occurred in the Agriculture cluster with
the incorporation of biotechnology-based initiatives in line with the
Bioeconomy Transformation Programme. As at the end of 2012, a
total of 10 projects were identified, with a private investment target
of RM2.89 billion by 2020. In addition, two industrial parks were
renamed to reflect their diversification into biomass-based feedstock
for manufacturing industries. As a result, Kertih Polymer Park was
rebranded as Kertih Biopolymer Park and the Palm Oil Industrial
Cluster became known as Kuantan Integrated Biopark.
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TOURISM
Tourism is one of the key economic drivers in ECER. The Region’s natural
beauty of enchanting islands, pristine beaches and ancient rainforests as
well as its rich cultural heritage have immense tourism potential. Five distinct
segments have been identified for further development based on their unique
selling proposition and target markets. They are: urban and coastal tourism,
ecotourism, culture and heritage tourism, island tourism, and hallmark events.
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With its rich natural assets and heritage, ECER has great tourism
potential to generate economic growth, investment and employment
opportunities in the Region. ECERDC has identified more than 30
tourism projects and packages for implementation to generate a
gross national income of RM2.5 billion and RM9.4 billion worth of
private investments by 2020. A developed tourism sector is expected
to provide 35,403 jobs by 2020.
In 2012, a total of six projects were in various stages of implementation.
By year end, renovation works at Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar were
completed and construction works for the Tasik Chini Freshwater
Lab and Kuantan Waterfront’s Esplanade revitalisation project were
nearing completion. The year also witnessed the progress of six
BSIP/SIP reports, and a hallmark event, the Monsoon Cup.

PEKAN HERITAGE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

Completion of upgrading and refurbishment of Muzium Sultan
Abu Bakar
The royal town of Pekan, a part of the Greater Kuantan conurbation,
is poised to become the cultural and heritage hub of Pahang. Once
a strategic river port, Pekan is the custodian of many invaluable
historical assets along the waterfront of the Pahang River. A group of
historic building exists in this part of town, deemed priceless both in
terms of tangible and intangible value.
One of ECER’s tourism projects is the enhancement of Pekan as a
heritage destination. A holistic approach has been adopted to promote
the Pekan royal experience. To be implemented over three phases, it
involves the rehabilitation of historic buildings such as the museum,
mosque, royal buildings and the waterfront as the main points of
attraction, amidst an environment that is conducive and convenient for
increased visitor numbers. The riverfront area is currently undergoing
an urban renewal, with improved transport infrastructure and tourist
facilities.
In June 2012, the upgrading and refurbishment of Muzium Sultan Abu
Bakar, a key historic attraction, was completed and handed over to
museum authorities. It was officially launched on 21 October 2012

Launch of Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar
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by Kebawah Duli Yang Maha Mulia Sultan Pahang. Earlier, in 2011,
the new Pekan Waterfront along Jalan Sultan Ahmad, opposite the
museum, was completed in October.
Currently under construction are the F&B Building for food outlets
and the SME Marketing and Exhibition Complex for handicraft stores.
They will not only enhance the promotion of Pekan as a tourist
destination but also provide opportunities for local entrepreneurs to
engage in tourism-related businesses. Both buildings are scheduled
for completion in 2013.
Plans are underway to renovate and refurbish another historic building,
the Sultan Abdullah Mosque that is to become an Islamic Museum.

SUNGAI LEMBING MINING HERITAGE TOWN
Sungai Lembing is a historic town, once known for the world’s deepest
underground tin mines. The town has been identified in the ECER
Master Plan as a Mining Heritage Town.
The existing road from Sungai Lembing to Kuantan, the only linkage
to town, has six flood prone areas making it impassable during the
monsoon season. Sungai Lembing is thus cut off from its surrounding
urban areas during the monsoon season.
A 26-kilometre stretch of this road will be upgraded, and the level
raised above the flood level. The project will also enhance the tourism
and economic potential of Sungai Lembing and surrounding areas.
Detailed design for the all-weather upgraded road commenced in
December 2012 and is scheduled for completion in Q4, 2013.

TASIK CHINI BIOSPHERE RESERVE
Freshwater laboratory 96.55% completed

Tasik Chini is one of the ecotourism destinations in ECER. In 2010,
ECERDC conducted a Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) study that
was completed in 2011. The study established a holistic management
plan to protect and conserve the natural resources and heritage of
this unique asset.
To address environmental issues in this fragile ecosystem, ECERDC
collaborated with Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia on a series of
rehabilitation and conservation projects. They included embankment
rehabilitation, slope stabilisation, replanting and lake clean-up. The
local Orang Asli community was engaged for the removal of lake
overgrowth which is being studied for compost production. With
better water conditions, the lake will be repopulated with local
fish stocks. Water quality monitoring stations were built as part of
conservation, and a freshwater laboratory is being built to promote
environmental research and studies for the long term sustainability
of Tasik Chini. ECERDC has built a complex of three low ecological
impact buildings, consisting of a laboratory, administrative building
and security centre. As at the end of 2012, the complex was 96.55%
ready, and it is scheduled to be handed over to be managed by
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia in Q2, 2013.

Tasik Chini
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KUANTAN WATERFRONT REVITALISATION
Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) underway; targeted completion
in 2013. Enhancement works underway along 1.3 km of Kuantan
Esplanade and Mangrove Forest Reserve, targeted completion in
2014.
The 77-km long Kuantan Waterfront has the potential to become one
of the prime tourist attractions in the city. In 2011, it was identified
by the Corridors & Cities Lab as one of the key components in the
transformation of Greater Kuantan into a vibrant conurbation. The
revitalisation of the waterfront has two goals – to turn the area into
one of the city’s major attractions and also to serve as a recreational
area for the local population.
The development is based on integrated tourism, with commercial and
promotional components that will help generate economic growth,
employment and entrepreneurship opportunities for the locals.
Tanjung Lumpur was identified as a Key Development Area, with
enhancement works to be undertaken at six locations, namely,
along the Waterfront Promenade, Boardwalk/Mangrove Swamp
Forest, Peramu Jetty, Kuantan Waterfront Urban Park, Tanjung Api
SME Marketing & Exhibition Centre and Taman Gelora Community
Recreation & Sports Centre. The Strategic Implementation Plan study
is scheduled for completion in 2013, and findings to date indicate that
the development has the potential to generate a GNI of RM1.57 billion
and create 14,897 jobs from 2013 to 2020.
Enhancement works commenced in December 2012 along 1.3 km of
the Kuantan Esplanade (part of the Promenade) and the Mangrove
Forest Reserve. It involved restoration works at the two jetties here
– Jetty Shah Bandar and Jetty Penambang – that were repaired
and their staircases upgraded. Other enhancement works along the
Esplanade focused on improved lighting, tiling and railing for the
safety and security of users. The timber boardwalk was made durable
with stronger building material. Built across the mangrove forest,
it leads to the jetty, the starting point of river cruises. With a safer
and stronger boardwalk, visitors can appreciate the beauty of the

Kuantan Waterfront
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mangrove habitat, which will thrive below this elevated walkway. The
look-out tower here was also rebuilt to improve the tourism prospects
of this city attraction.
Another Kuantan Waterfront enhancement project will commence in
Tanjung Api. It involves constructing the SME Marketing and Exhibition
Centre that will house food and beverage outlets and shops selling
local products. The centre is envisaged as the market place for local
craft as well as meeting place for visitors and potential investors keen
to participate in the development of the Kuantan Waterfront.

KUALA TERENGGANU CITY CENTRE

Muara Selatan’s primary infrastructure construction works is 81%
ready, and two investments confirmed. Detailed design for primary
infrastructure in Muara Utara is completed while the detailed design
for the drawbridge is in progress.
Kuala Terengganu City Centre (KTCC) is an Entry Point Project to
develop and boost urban and coastal tourism in the Region. It will
also enhance the role of Terengganu as the tourism gateway of ECER.
The development integrates the most active urban areas on both
sides of the Terengganu river, merging them into a culturally unique
and vibrant Heritage Waterfront City. This will strengthen the image of
Kuala Terengganu as a vibrant new growth area.
KTCC will have residential, commercial, entertainment and retail
components, and a theme park. The jewels are Muara Utara and
Muara Selatan, envisioned as the modern extension of the state
capital’s Central Business District.
The detailed design for primary infrastructure in Muara Selatan
was completed in 2011 and in Muara Utara in 2012. Infrastructure
construction has commenced in Muara Selatan and it is 81%
complete, and slated for completion in 2013. Muara Selatan also had
confirmed investments in 2012 by Austin Heights Sdn Bhd and KTCC
Mall Sdn Bhd, while the state has taken up two plots of land for the
construction of the new Kuala Terengganu City Council and Yayasan
Negeri buildings.
Meanwhile, the detailed design of the bascule drawbridge connecting
the reclaimed headlands in Muara Selatan and Muara Utara
commenced in 2012. The first drawbridge in Southeast Asia, it is
being designed as an iconic landmark of Kuala Terengganu, with an
observation platform, gallery and sky cafe. In addition to being the
maritime gateway of Kuala Terengganu, the drawbridge is also a part
of the inner ring road traffic dispersal system in the state capital.
The entire KTCC development will boost existing tourist attractions
such as Kampung Cina, Pasar Payang and Taman Tamadun Islam by
providing contemporary lifestyle choices in traditional settings.

SETIU WETLANDS STATE PARK

Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP) completed
Setiu Wetlands State Park is a unique wetland made up of nine
interconnected ecosystems: ocean, beach, mudflat, lagoon, estuary,
river, island and coastal forest and mangrove. Spanning across
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Terengganu and Kelantan, it covers an area of 102,500 hectares and
has more than 50 kilometres of pristine shoreline. The biodiversity of
the wetlands makes it an ideal ecotourism destination.
Five Key Development Areas (KDAs) have been identified as Entry
Point Projects of the Economic Transformation Programme for
sustainable development in line with the guidelines of the Malaysian
Mega Diversity Hub. The KDAs are Penarik, Nyatoh, Gong Batu,
Bintang and Merang.
Through tourism, Setiu Wetlands State Park is targeted to generate
GNI up to RM3.7 billion by 2020, and create 5,919 jobs. To achieve
these targets, a total of 15 sub projects have been identified for
implementation across the five KDAs, where ECERDC’s role is to
promote private investments.
The five KDAs are:
• KDA 1: Merang – One high impact project, two private projects
and three government projects that will generate 4,384 jobs.
Here, Pulau Besar has been designated as a high impact project
involving private investment.
• KDA 2: Penarik – Four government projects that will create 710
jobs. Kampung Penarik is earmarked for an integrated tourism
project. An eco-friendly coastal resort is proposed, with facilities
and amenities along the beach and lagoon to promote it as a
comprehensive tour package. The development will also be
a catalyst that will strengthen the local economy by generating
commercial opportunities for the community here.
• KDA 3: Nyatoh – One private project that will create 179 jobs.
• KDA 4: Gong Batu – Two government projects that will create 549
jobs.
• KDA 5: Bintang – Two government projects that will create 97 jobs.
Development concepts across the KDAs are required to safeguard and
protect the fragile wetland ecosystems, and promote conservation as
a part of sustainable tourism. Culture and nature will be the primary
thrusts of each project, where environmental sustainability is balanced
with the social and economic needs of the local community.

Eco-adventure
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ECO-ADVENTURE TOURISM

Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP) completed in 2012
Key to the success of the eco-adventure tourism is the development
and branding of nature-based attractions that are vital to create the
critical mass and incentivise private investments into the adventure
tourism sector. Initiatives here will leverage on the range and quality
of natural and cultural resources to be developed and promoted as a
premier adventure tourism destination in Malaysia.
The Malayan Tiger Trail is a rail adventure eco-tourism product being
developed by ECERDC in collaboration with Keretapi Tanah Melayu
Berhad (KTMB). The rail adventure connects five destinations between
Pahang and Kelantan – Lanchang, Raub, Kuala Lipis, Gua Musang
and Kuala Krai, which are rail stops along KTMB’s East Coast Trunk
Rail.
Along the route, a well-mapped eco-tourism adventure is planned,
leveraging on existing natural attractions. Tourists have a choice of
sedate soft adventure activities as well as thrilling hard adventure
offerings.
The starting point of the Malayan Tiger Trail is Lanchang, an hour
outside of Kuala Lumpur. This stop includes Kuala Gandah Elephant
Sanctuary, Wildlife Safari, Bukit Rengit, Deerland Park. Stop 2 is Raub
and the surrounding highlands, which include Fraser’s Hill, a popular
destination for birdwatchers, naturalists and herbalists. Raub is also
a historic gold mining town, and the Gold Museum is planned in the
itinerary of this rail stop. Stop 3 is Kuala Lipis, the southern gateway
to Taman Negara. Other attractions here are Kenong Rimba Park,
Lipis Heritage Town and Taman Burung Bukit Taching. Stop 4 is Gua
Musang in Kelantan, the northern gateway to Taman Negara. This
destination is poised to become an eco-adventure hub, with caving,
trekking, remote village stays and river adventures. The last stop is
Kuala Krai, the staging point for entry into Stong State Park, and hard
eco-adventure. Kuala Krai also offers a variety of other natural and
cultural attractions.

INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT IN
LOJING
Integrated Environment Management Plan (IEMP) completed

Located in Kelantan, Lojing Highlands covers 181,700 hectares, and
has been identified as an important tourist destination in the ECER
Master Plan. The Lojing Integrated Environmental Management Plan
is an ECERDC initiative that involves the study of environmental issues
in the area and corrective measures to be adopted for the sustainable
management of this highland. Its primary goal is to establish the
parameters for physical development and resource conservation
in a viable, equitable and sustainable manner, meeting social and
economic needs whilst maintaining a high quality of living environment
within the Lojing Highlands over the next 10 to15 years.
The IEMP identified the economic drivers and key issues in its Strategic
Framework, and provided holistic solutions for tourism development.
Under its Environmental Management Guidelines, it identified seven
strategic thrusts, namely, the protection and conservation of natural
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resources, managing river water and sedimentation, facilitating
sustainable land use and urban development, implementing good
agricultural practices and development, promoting sustainable
tourism development, enhancing Orang Asli livability and economic
opportunities, and providing adequate infrastructure and utilities. The
IEMP also mapped out management strategies and strategic project
initiatives.

CHERATING INTEGRATED TOURISM RESORT

Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP) completed
Pahang’s Cherating, best known internationally for its Club Med,
will see more development along the coast, from Kampung Sungai
Karang in the south to Kampung Chendor in the north.
The development of the integrated resort will transform Cherating
into a more comprehensive tourist destination. It will be positioned
and promoted as a premier coastal tourism destination, with green
enclaves and picturesque natural settings, nestled in a rapidly
developing area.
The proposed development will include a public park, water park,
village street, cultural centre, scenic landscaping and the upgrading
of public amenities. When completed, the showpiece-cumentertainment village is expected to become the destination of choice
for both local and foreign tourists. The project is expected to generate
3,000 jobs from RM1 billion worth of investments.

DUNGUN TOWN COASTAL TOURISM

Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP) completed
Dungun, approximately 65 km south of Kuala Terengganu, is largely
underdeveloped. It is now set for a facelift with a private investmentled mixed development that is designed to deliver long term tourism
opportunities to this seaside town.
The Dungun Town Coastal Tourism development will leverage on the
town’s best attributes – a scenic coastal drive, fisheries, seafood – to
transform it into a vibrant coastal destination that will include resort

Cherating, Pahang
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hotels, a souq and craft centre, retail plaza and promenade. This
project is expected to generate up to 8,429 jobs by 2020.
In 2011, ECERDC undertook the detailed design for the coastal
protection and rehabilitation of a stretch of beach affected by coastal
degradation in Teluk Lipat. In Q2, 2012, corrective construction works
commenced, and it will result in three artificial headlands, the first in
Malaysia, as part of a protection and rehabilitation initiative for the
most critical 1.5-km stretch of the Teluk Lipat coastline.

ENDAU-ROMPIN NATIONAL PARK

Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) underway; targeted for completion
in Q2, 2013
In 2011, ECERDC commissioned a Strategic Implementation Plan to
study the rehabilitation, conservation and sustainable development of
Endau-Rompin National Park as an international standard rainforest
eco-tourism destination, with its own unique biodiversity and assets.
The study also included establishing Endau-Rompin and its periphery
as one of the Malaysian Mega Biodiversity Hub sites in Peninsular
Malaysia, in line with the EPP4 Tourism National Key Economic Area.
Endau-Rompin National Park is well-positioned in the ECERDC’s
Rainforest to Reef (R2R) concept as a great eco-attraction. The
R2R concept is based on the connectivity between a unique clutch
of rainforest destinations and world class beaches, island and
reefs. Central to the success of this concept is good transportation
infrastructure.
ECERDC embarked on upgrading the Kahang-Endau/Rompin Road
with the construction of a 51-km all-weather road, from Kahang to
Kampung Peta in Johor. The project also involves the construction of
new bridges.
Construction is underway for the Northern Package, connecting
Sungei Emas to Kampung Peta, and targeted for completion in Q3,
2013. Design of the Southern Package was completed in Q2, 2012,
with construction targeted to commence in 2013.
Also to be upgraded is the Mersing-Sedili Coastal Road. Detailed
design works of Package 1 was completed. Stretching over 54.6 km,
the new road is anticipated to unlock the tourism potential of the east
coast of Johor.

Taman Negara
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TAMAN NEGARA

Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) underway; targeted for completion
in Q2, 2013
In April 2012, ECERDC commissioned the Strategic Implementation
Plan to enhance the status of Taman Negara as the premier Malaysian
Mega Biodiversity Hub site in Peninsular Malaysia. Among the
objectives of the Strategic Implementation Plan is to recommend
strategies and action plans for Taman Negara to be recognised as a
Malaysian National Heritage Site and listed as a World Heritage Site
by 2020.
Also in 2012, RM1.2 million was budgeted for maintenance works that
commenced at the national park’s main entrance in Kuala Tahan.

Taman Negara
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EVENTS
21 April 2012: Karnival Rakyat Pekan
Karnival Rakyat Pekan was held in conjunction with the launch of the Pekan Waterfront facelift by
Y.A.B. Prime Minister Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak to promote Pahang as a premier
destination, with Pekan as a key tourist attraction. The carnival was a day out for the family, creating
awareness that the waterfront is an ideal place for family recreation. At the carnival, visitors were kept
entertained by traditional games, cultural performances, colouring competitions and popular cartoon
characters. Karnival Rakyat Pekan is scheduled to become an annual event on the Pekan tourism calendar.
21 October 2012: Launch of Renovated Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar, Pekan
Kebawah Duli Yang Maha Mulia Sultan Pahang officially launched the newly renovated Muzium Sultan
Abu Bakar that is expected to boost tourism-related activities in the royal town of Pekan. The launch
marked the museum’s official reopening, a RM16 million upgrading and refurbishment undertaken by
ECERDC in collaboration with the State Government.
The renovation of Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar is a part of the Pekan Heritage Waterfront project launched
earlier in April 2012 to further stimulate tourism in the royal town. The overall project will ultimately benefit
Pekan residents through the creation of new jobs and entrepreneurial opportunities.
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EVENTS
3 - 8 December 2012: Monsoon Cup
The Monsoon Cup is one of seven match races in the prestigious World Match Racing Tour, an international
yachting event. Held in Pulau Duyong, Terengganu since 2005, it attracts high net worth individuals and
generates publicity around the world. In 2012, ECERDC was a sponsor, and it used the event as a platform
to promote tourism in Terengganu, with special emphasis on the upcoming KTCC development.
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List of Projects: Tourism
No
1

2

3

Project
Pekan Heritage Tourism Development
• Phase 2 Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar: Upgrading and
Refurbishment
• Phase 1 F&B Building: Construction
• Construction of SME Marketing and Exhibition Centre

Status as of 31 December 2012
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q4, 2013
Scheduled completion in Q4, 2013

Tasik Chini Biosphere Reserve
• Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP)
• Construction of Freshwater Laboratory

Completed
Scheduled completion in Q1, 2013

Kuantan Waterfront Revitalisation
• Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP)
• Enhancement Works on Promenade & Mangrove Forest

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2014

4

Kuala Terengganu City Centre Integrated
Master Plan

5

Kuala Terengganu City Centre Detailed Design
• Infrastructure Muara Utara
• Infrastructure Muara Selatan
• KTCC Drawbridge

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Kuala Terengganu City Centre Construction
• Construction of Infrastructure at Muara Selatan

Scheduled completion in Q4, 2013

Setiu Wetlands State Park
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)

Completed

Eco-Adventure Tourism
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)

Completed

Integrated Environment Management In Lojing
• Integrated Environment Management Plan (IEMP)

Completed

Cherating Integrated Tourism Resort
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)

Completed

Dungun Town Coastal Tourism
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)

Completed

Teluk Lipat Coastal Protection Works Detailed Design
• Detailed Design
• Construction

Completed
Scheduled completion in Q1, 2015

Endau-Rompin National Park
• Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP)

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Kahang – Endau/Rompin Road Upgrading
• Detailed Design Northern Package
• Detailed Design Southern Package
• Construction Northern Package

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013

Mersing-Sedili New Coastal Road Detailed Design
• Package 1
• Package 2

Completed
Completed

16

Taman Negara
• Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP)

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

17

Sungai Lembing Mining Heritage Town
• Sungai Lembing Road Upgrading Detailed Design

Scheduled completion in Q4, 2013

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

13
14

15

Completed
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OIL, GAS &
PETROCHEMICALS
Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals is one of five clusters in ECER, where substantial
reserves of oil and gas were first discovered in the 1970s, with new
discoveries still being made. The leading player in this cluster is PETRONAS,
which has forged joint venture partnerships and strategic alliances to develop
this high impact economic sector. The focus now is to move up the value
chain, with emphasis on downstream activities that will benefit the Region
through increased revenues, job creation and higher income. Downstream
industries in this sector are also set to witness an evolution, with the
broadening of the base to include biomass-based chemicals alongside
conventional chemicals.
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The Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals cluster is centred in two areas –
Kertih in Terengganu and Gebeng in Pahang, with some of the
world’s largest oil, gas and petrochemical companies based in the
Kertih Integrated Petrochemical Complex and Gebeng Integrated
Petrochemical Complex, both a part of the integrated PETRONAS
Petroleum Industrial Complex (PPIC). PETRONAS has made
significant investments in PPIC and is seeking new investments.
The entire area is well served by modern infrastructure and logistics
facilities that include three ports, namely, Kertih Port, Kemaman Port
and Kuantan Port; a crude oil terminal; an onshore gas terminal; and
an onshore slug catcher in Kertih.
Oil, gas and petrochemical activities in ECER include:
• Oil and gas exploration
• Development of oil and gas reserves
• Crude oil refining
• Petroleum and natural gas processing
• Manufacturing of petrochemical products
PETRONAS Chemicals Group, a public-listed subsidiary of
PETRONAS, is currently assessing the viability of several projects to
support further development in Kertih. These projects are expected
to contribute to the economic development of the manufacturing and
downstream oil and gas industries in ECER Malaysia.
To fully realise this value chain, ECERDC has devised a strategy
to develop downstream, manufacturing-based industries in Kertih
Polymer Park, an Entry Point Project, with the goal of creating an
integrated polymer industry cluster for intermediate and high end
polymer products. In 2012, this industrial park was rebranded
as Kertih Biopolymer Park to reflect its diversification to include
bio-chemicals and highlight Malaysia’s biotechnology potential to the
world.
Another Entry Point Project for the Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals cluster
is the building of an integrated supply base to serve offshore oil and
gas operations. Leveraging on its proximity to natural resources,
the integrated supply base will focus primarily on providing auxiliary
fabrication services as well as general services.

CJ Arkema launch in Kertih
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KERTIH BIOPOLYMER PARK
In 2009, ECERDC started the development of Kertih Polymer Park
as Malaysia’s first fully integrated polymer and plastics industrial
park, designed to capture the high value-added downstream and
manufacturing-related segments of the Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals
cluster in line with the National Economic Transformation Programme.
Investors manufacturing various polymer and plastics products are
well served by feedstock that is readily available in ECER.
The park has evolved recently to become a biopolymer park, where
companies can leverage on easily available feedstock and raw
materials such as wood chips from forest plantations and cassava
to produce biopolymer and biochemical products. It was officially
renamed Kertih Biopolymer Park in 2012 to reflect the new focus that
emphasises the use of renewable energy and green technologies.
Kertih Biopolymer Park received a vote of confidence when
CheilJedang Corp of South Korea and Arkema SA of France decided
to invest in a RM2 billion joint venture called CJ Arkema in 2011. This
project marks Malaysia’s entry as a global player in the biotechnology
industry. In 2012, CJ Arkema began construction of the world’s first
bio-methionine plant in the Kertih Biopolymer Park. The project
consists of two plants, with CheilJedang constructing the world’s first
bio-methionine plant scheduled to commence operations in January
2014, while Arkema is building Asia’s first thiochemicals platform that
will be ready in April 2014. Their bio-refinery will utilise renewable
energy from biomass instead of natural gas to produce bio-methionine,
one of the essential amino acids crucial for livestock nutrition for
muscle and tissue growth. The integrated facility will be the first in the
world to use the fermentation process to produce L-methionine.
Another 2012 milestone for Kertih Biopolymer Park is the
RM1.96 billion investment by US-based biochemical company GEVO,
Inc. to set up the world’s first bio-isobutanol manufacturing plant. The
60,000-tonne production facility will be constructed in phases on a
40-hectare site, beginning 2014 and become fully operational in 2016.
GEVO is a leading renewable and advanced biofuels company that
is developing bio-based alternatives to replace petroleum-based
products. Isobutanol is an important platform chemical that can be
converted to products such as solvents and coatings, bio-plastics,
bio-fiber and bio-fuels. The plant will be a breakthrough because
bio-isobutanol will be commercially produced from woodchips for the
first time.
One of the advantages of Kertih Biopolymer Park is its proximity to
Kuantan Port, the gateway to the export markets of Asia Pacific.
Although most products from Kertih Biopolymer Park are exportorientated, there is also domestic demand elsewhere in ECER.
Products such as polypropylene, polyethylene and co-polymers
produced here can be used for the manufacture of food packaging
materials in halal parks and palm oil-based industries in the Region,

Arkema site in Kertih Biopolymer Park
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while the Pekan Automotive Park can use polyvinyl chloride and polyol
from Kertih Biopolymer Park in the manufacture of car components
and accessories.
During the year under review, construction of the park is still ongoing,
with earthworks and first level infrastructure being built under Phase
1 and Phase 2 that occupy 139.11 hectares. Effective marketing has
already attracted local and international investors to this site. Investors
include Hi-Essence Cable Sdn Bhd and MIE Copper Sdn Bhd.
Kertih Biopolymer Park is projected to generate a total of
RM4.2 billion in investments and create 3,229 jobs by 2020.
Recognising the importance of SMEs in supporting industries based
here, the park has designated five hectares as SME lots.

INTEGRATED OIL AND GAS SUPPLY BASE
Oil and gas activity in ECER is expected to increase over the next
10 years as a direct result of Entry Point Projects undertaken under
the Oil, Gas and Energy National Key Economic Area (NKEA). Such
increased activity provides an opportunity for supporting industries to
be developed due to its proximity to both upstream and downstream
facilities in Peninsular Malaysia.
There is a need for a well-developed integrated supply base, especially
in auxiliary fabrication and boat repair. A start was made in 2011
with the entry of Eastern Pacific Industrial Corporation Berhad that
has commenced construction of an integrated supply base in Pulau
Kuching, an island off Teluk Kalong, Terengganu. The supply base is
scheduled to commence operation in October 2013.
The integrated supply base will be supported by the availability of
resources such as iron ore and steel manufactured by companies
such as Perwaja and a more recent entry, Eastern Steel Sdn Bhd,
both based in Kemaman Heavy Industrial Park in Terengganu. Eastern
Steel Sdn Bhd, a joint venture between Hiap Teck Venture Bhd and
China Shougang Group, will be setting up an integrated steel mill
in this industrial park. The integrated steel mill is currently under
construction and is scheduled to commence operation in October
2013.

Hi-Essence in Kertih Biopolymer Park
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INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADING
Road upgrading works are underway to ease traffic congestion in
Kemaman and provide faster connectivity between the east and west
coasts of Peninsular Malaysia. One such project is the Bukit Kuang
Bridge that is being upgraded by Jabatan Kerja Raya and is scheduled
for completion in 2013.
With road upgrading underway at the Bukit Kuang Bridge in the south
and also on the road from Kampung Bukit Anak Dara to Kijal in the
north, it is necessary for the 7-km road in between to be upgraded as
well. Detailed design for it started in December 2012 and is scheduled
for completion in Q4, 2013.
Overall, the upgraded road system will improve accessibility and
road linkages between the new township of Chukai and Kijal in
Kemaman, Terengganu popularly known as the Chukai-Kijal bypass.
The improved road system will be a boon for industries located in the
Kemaman district and boost tourism in this part of Terengganu.

List of Projects: Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals
No
1

Project
Kertih Biopolymer Park
• Phase 1: Earthworks and Infrastructure
• Phase 2: Earthworks and Infrastructure
• Phase 2 Package 2: Earthworks and
Infrastructure

Status as of 31 December 2012
Scheduled completion in Q1, 2013
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013
Scheduled completion in Q4, 2013

2

Bukit Kuang Bridge Construction by Jabatan Kerja
Raya

Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013

3

Bukit Kuang - Kampung Bukit Anak Dara Road
Upgrading Detailed Design

Scheduled completion in Q4, 2013

Bukit Kuang bridge construction

Chukai-Kijal bypass
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MANUFACTURING
Manufacturing is one of the key drivers of the ECER economy. It leverages on
the Region’s rich resources and raw materials such as palm oil and oil & gas
to spearhead manufacturing industries that extend the current value chain.
ECER’s manufacturing focus is to strengthen existing linkages and forge new
ones in the value chain that covers upstream, midstream and downstream
production of goods, many destined for export markets.
In 2012, the heightened role of ECER in the National Bioeconomy
Transformation Programme culminated in the rebranding of the Palm Oil
Industrial Cluster as Kuantan Integrated Biopark. Also rebranded was
Kertih Polymer Park as Kertih Biopolymer Park. Both industrial parks will
utilise feedstock from oil palm biomass and other wood-based biomass in
manufacturing industries. The other two bioeconomy-based industrial parks
in ECER are Gambang Halal Park and Pasir Mas Halal Park that will use
agricultural products and by-products for food, health and wellness industries.
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Malaysia’s manufacturing sector is driven by private sector investment,
and as an incentive ECERDC develops industrial parks with ready
infrastructure to attract investors to ECER. To date, the Region has
14 industrial parks, with 11 located in the high impact ECER Special
Economic Zone, the industrial belt of ECER that accounts for 45%
of job opportunities and 80% of economic output in the Region.
Of these industrial parks, six have been identified as Entry Point
Projects of national importance, each with an industry-specific focus.
They are: Pekan Automotive Park, Kertih Biopolymer Park, Kuantan
Integrated Biopark, Gambang Halal Park, Pasir Mas Halal Park and
the Integrated Supply Base.
A highlight of 2012 is the development of the first national-status
industrial park, Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park (MCKIP).
Based on the principle of government-guided, private sector-driven,
MCKIP is the sister park of the China-Malaysia Qinzhou Industrial
Park. It will be developed entirely by the private sector, with ECERDC
serving as the one-stop centre for investors.
During the year under review, the Region’s industrial parks were at
different stages of construction. While construction was underway,
ECERDC embarked on investment promotion missions and marketing
events, and succeeded in attracting investments to Kertih Biopolymer
Park and Pekan Automotive Park.
PEKAN AUTOMOTIVE PARK
Pekan Automotive Park (PAP) was designated as an automotive
production centre under the National Automotive Policy. Given its
importance to the automotive industry, not only in the country but
also the Region, ECERDC commissioned a Business Strategy and
Implementation Plan to guide the development of PAP.
Identified as an Entry Point Project, the site of PAP is being expanded
to cater to existing and new automotive manufacturers and vendors.
The industrial park has an investment target of RM5.2 billion and is
expected to create 28,338 jobs. It is also forecast to create 270 new
entrepreneurs by 2020, and generate a GNI of RM1.34 billion.

Pekan Automotive Park
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Currently, PAP is the ASEAN regional base of Volkswagen, Suzuki
and Mercedes Benz. The expansion, scheduled for completion in
2020, will result in a dedicated industrial zone, a National Automotive
Testing Centre, integrated vendors park as well as a residential and
commercial zone. It will focus on high value-added manufacturing,
with special focus on producing premium and alternative technology
vehicles. By 2020, PAP is envisaged to be an ASEAN automotive hub
with emphasis on sustainability, both economically and ecologically. It
will adopt environment-friendly practices designed to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions.
In 2012, construction works continued at the 95.83-hectare site.
Two of three earthworks packages of first level infrastructure works
were completed, with remaining infrastructure works scheduled for
completion in 2013.
During the year under review, Nilai Mahir (M) Sdn Bhd invested RM90
million to build automotive factory infrastructure to accommodate
DRB-HICOM’s vendor, Johnson Controls Automotive Holdings
Sdn Bhd, an automotive components manufacturer from the United
States of America.
PAP will draw upon the Region’s strategic location as the ideal motor
vehicle supply and distribution base for Southeast Asia with the
expansion of Kuantan Port.
KUANTAN INTEGRATED BIOPARK
Previously known as the Palm Oil Industrial Cluster, Kuantan
Integrated Biopark’s name change reflects ECERDC’s objective to
promote biotechnology-related activities based on oil palm biomass
in the park. It will leverage on existing palm oil resources in the Region,
and nurture industries that are in line with the National Key Economic
Area relating to palm oil, shifting from basic oleo chemicals to higher
value oleo derivatives in agrochemicals, surfactants, bio-lubricants,
biopolyols and glycerol derivatives. This will expedite the growth of
downstream industries relating to food and healthcare in ECER.
This industrial park is being developed over a 20-year period
beginning 2010, and will have supporting facilities such as research
& development, logistics, marketing and business centres. It will be
developed in two phases – Phase 1 will cover 144 hectares and Phase
2, 103 hectares. Recognising the importance of SMEs in supporting
the industry, 15 hectares have been designated as SME lots.
By the end of 2012, Phase 1 construction was 87% completed.
ECERDC has commenced marketing the Kuantan Integrated Biopark
that has an investment target of RM5 billion by 2020. It is expected
to create 8,259 direct employment opportunities, 210 new SMEs, and
23,000 jobs from spin-off businesses. The total GNI for this industrial
park is RM2.28 billion.

Kuantan Integrated Biopark
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ECER HALAL PARKS
ECER is in an advantageous position to grow its halal industry given
the abundance of agricultural resources. The industry is anchored
in two halal parks: Gambang Halal Park in Pahang and Pasir Mas
Halal Park in Kelantan. Both aim to increase their share of the growing
global halal market, currently valued at USD2.3 trillion, triggered by
rising awareness and demand for food security, safety and hygiene.
The halal parks were identified by the Federal Government as Entry
Point Projects, supporting the National Key Economic Areas of
agriculture, palm oil, healthcare, wholesale and retail business and
financial services.
In 2009, ECERDC commissioned a Business Strategy, Marketing and
Implementation Plan based on best development strategies for Pasir
Mas Halal Park and Gambang Halal Park. The study is scheduled to
be completed in 2013. The construction of these halal parks started
in 2010. During the year under review construction works at Pasir Mas
Halal Park was almost completed. Construction at Gambang Halal
Park is ongoing, and scheduled for completion in 2013.
Currently, an integrated halal industry does not exist in ECER. The
production of high value products such as gelatine, pharmaceuticals,
cosmetics and specialty food manufactured in Pasir Mas Halal Park
and Gambang Halal Park will result in moving up the value chain,
from lower value-added products to the manufacture of higher
value-added ones.
ECER’s halal parks house resource-based manufacturing development
projects with linkages to the Region’s other initiatives such as
agriculture and palm oil manufacturing. They are developed on an
integrated basis, with shared facilities, infrastructure and utilities that
comply with the halal and quality assurance requirements. Both halal
parks in the ECER are accredited with the HALMAS certification of the
Halal Industry Development Corporation.
Gambang Halal Park
Gambang Halal Park is earmarked for the production of food and
non-food products such as gelatine, pharmaceuticals, cosmetics
and personal care products, additives and herbal extracts. It has
attracted interest from investors such as Gelnas Sdn Bhd that plans to
produce halal gelatine for food and pharmaceutical industries. It is the
first project in the country to produce halal gelatine.

Gambang Halal Park site
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Phase 1 earthworks and infrastructure works at the 45.32-hectare
site commenced in 2010 and was 92% ready in December 2012. It is
scheduled for completion in 2013. This park has an investment target
of RM2 billion by 2020, when it is forecast to generate 7,514 jobs and
a GNI of RM640 million.
Pasir Mas Halal Park
Pasir Mas Halal Park is earmarked for downstream food production
that includes the extraction of value-added ingredients and additives.
Commercial operations will involve manufacturing, processing,
collection and distribution of processed food and beverages. These
businesses will leverage on their proximity to the Thai border to
promote cross border trade in halal products.
In 2012, Phase 1 of earthworks and first level infrastructure were
completed in an area covering 20.23 hectares. An entrepreneur
business complex is being built on a 1.81-hectare site, and was 93%
ready in December 2012. When completed in 2013, the complex will
become the catalyst for small businesses to spur the growth of the
halal industry in the country. Pasir Mas Halal Park is forecast to attract
RM611 million investment and create 4,281 jobs by 2020. The project
is expected to generate GNI of RM287 million by 2020.
TOK BALI INTEGRATED FISHERIES PARK
The Tok Bali Integrated Fisheries Park in Pasir Puteh, Kelantan is a
strategic initiative targeted to generate economic activities for the
fish-based industry, integrating it with marine ecotourism and as a
supply base port for heavy industrial activities in the area.
These initiatives are in line with the Economic Transformation
Programme to boost the export potential of processed foods by
integrated processing parks, designated as Entry Point Projects.
To ensure sufficient treated water in Tok Bali, ECERDC is upgrading
the Wakaf Bunut Water Treatment Plant in collaboration with Syarikat
Air Kelantan.
In 2012, construction of the water treatment plant was 95% ready, and
scheduled for completion in Q1, 2013. This plant has the capacity to
produce 23 million litres of treated water per day, more than adequate
to meet demand in the park. Surplus water will be used for domestic
supply.
Meanwhile, schematic design work for Phase 1 reached its final stage.
Upon approval from the local authority, construction is expected
to commence in Q3, 2013. Phase 1 involves private investment in
ice factories, cold rooms, primary processing facilities, a centre of
excellence & training complex as well as basic infrastructure.
The Business Strategy and Implementation Plan for Tok Bali
Integrated Processing Park is scheduled for completion in Q1, 2013.
It will integrate the development of Tok Bali Integrated Fisheries Park
with the proposed supply base and marine ecotourism industry in

Fish landing at Tok Bali
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Kelantan. Physical planning of Tok Bali Integrated Fisheries Park will
be carried out sustainably to uplift the socio-economic status of the
local population without compromising the biodiversity of the Tok Bali
district.
Meanwhile, the supply base that is being developed by private investor
East Coast Terminal will contribute to the overall socio-economic
growth of Tok Bali, also positioned as a port supporting oil, gas &
petrochemicals and other industries.
MALAYSIA-CHINA KUANTAN INDUSTRIAL PARK
The newest addition to ECER industrial parks is Malaysia-China
Kuantan Industrial Park (MCKIP), Malaysia’s first national-status
industrial park that is located in the ECER Special Economic Zone
(ECER SEZ). Developed entirely by the private sector, it is modeled
along the same lines as its sister park, the China-Malaysia Qinzhou
Industrial Park that was launched on 1 April 2012 in China.
Covering an area of approximately 1,500 acres, MCKIP will leverage
on its proximity to Kuantan Port as well as harness synergies existing
with other industrial parks in ECER to promote high end and high
technology industries such as plastic and metal equipment, automotive
components, fibre cement board, stainless steel products, carbon
fibre, electric and electronics, information communication technology,
renewable energy and others. They represent emerging industries that
can tap into the existing supply chain in the ECER SEZ, effectively
Greater Kuantan.

Artist’s impression of MCKIP
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List of Projects: Manufacturing
No
1

2
3
4

5

Project

Status as of 31 December 2012

Pekan Automotive Park
• Phase 2 Package 1: Earthworks and Infrastructure
• Phase 2 Package 2: Earthworks and Infrastructure
• Phase 2 Package 3: Earthworks and Infrastructure

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013

Kuantan Integrated Biopark
• Phase 1 - Earthworks and Infrastructure

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Gambang Halal Park
• Phase 1 - Earthworks and Infrastructure

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Pasir Mas Halal Park
• Phase 1 - Earthworks and Infrastructure
• Phase 2 - Entrepreneur Business Complex

Completed
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Tok Bali Integrated Fisheries Park
• Construction of Wakaf Bunut Water Treatment Plant
• Construction of Phase 1
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)
• Survey Works
• Design Works

Scheduled completion in Q1, 2013
Scheduled commence in Q3, 2013
Scheduled completion in Q1, 2013
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013
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AGRICULTURE
Agriculture has been the mainstay of the ECER economy for generations, and
is one of the key sectors of Malaysia’s Economic Transformation Programme.
The focus now is on transforming traditionally small-scale, production-based
farms to large-scale commercial agricultural enterprises that will have a
significant impact on improving business viability while contributing to the
sustainability of ECERDC’s agriculture projects in line with the Government’s
Rural Transformation Programme.
The emergence of biotechnology applications in agriculture has influenced
significantly the industrialisation of agri-based products in the Region.
This shift will propel ECER’s economy by generating more income for
rural communities engaged in agriculture, creating more job opportunities,
attracting private investment and increasing entrepreneurial opportunities.
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AGRICULTURE: AGROPOLITAN
The agropolitan is an ECERDC poverty eradication initiative based
on the agriculture platform. A total of three agropolitans are being
developed over a seven-year period, from 2009 to 2016, with one
each in Pahang, Kelantan and Terengganu, where participants are
resettled and work in plantation agriculture and the livestock industry.
A holistic and integrated approach has been adopted, with participants
and their families moving into custom-built housing areas. Besides
improving the living standards of participants, agropolitans also act
as catalysts to accelerate growth and development in rural ECER.
Typically, each agropolitan has primary and secondary economic
activities, offering participants the choice of two income streams.
The goal is to raise household income to RM1,000 or more. Since
its inception in 2009, agropolitan household income has grown from
below RM350 to an average of RM1,100 per month, and it is projected
to grow to RM5,000 per month by 2020. In addition to earning regular,
stable income, agropolitan participants live in newly built 3-bedroom
homes at no cost to them in a residential area specially developed
for them.
ECERDC works with other government agencies, the private sector,
universities and NGOs to engender a progressive and sustainable
agropolitan community that will contribute significantly to ECER’s
economy. Participants are provided training before they begin working
in ECERDC’s agricultural projects. Housewives are encouraged to
work in secondary economic activities while SINAR ECER conducts
tuition and motivational classes for school-going children. Students
have shown marked improvement in their academic grades and
widened their horizons as a result of SINAR ECER-led excursions.
The three agropolitan projects in ECER are:
• Pekan Agropolitan in Pahang
Primary economic activity – Dorper sheep rearing and oil palm
plantation
• South Kelantan Agropolitan in Kelantan
Primary economic activity – Oil palm plantation
• Besut-Setiu Agropolitan in Terengganu
Primary economic activity – Dorper sheep rearing

Participant helping newborn lamb
to suckle
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PEKAN AGROPOLITAN
The Pekan Agropolitan is implemented in three locations: Runchang,
Batu 8 in Lepar and Tanjung Batu in Nenasi, which collectively target
465 participants by 2015. As at the end of 2012, there were 415
participants: 102 in Runchang, 100 in Batu 8, and 213 in Tanjung Batu.
ECERDC has appointed the Federal Land Development Authority
(FELDA) that has experience in resettling landless farmers as the
implementing agency of the Pekan Agropolitan.
The Pekan Agropolitan began in 2009 with a pilot project in Runchang
for Orang Asli participants who were employed in raising 3,000 heads
of Dorper sheep in 35 animal production units. Their income rose from
below RM350 a month to an average of RM850 a month by working
five hours a day.
The site in Batu 8, Lepar became operational in 2011, and houses
100 participants who are also engaged in Dorper sheep rearing. They
earn an average monthly income of RM1,100. In 2012, participants
set up Koperasi Agropolitan Lepar Berhad in April, and in September,
the cooperative became involved in poultry farming, the secondary
economic activity in this agropolitan. The cooperative employs family
members of participants to manage 50,000 birds. As members of the
cooperative, participants can expect to earn additional income from
dividend payments when this project becomes profitable.
In October 2012, the Tanjung Batu site became operational, with
213 participants moving into the agropolitan. They are employed in a
1,352-hectare oil palm plantation and earn an average monthly income
of RM1,100; previously their monthly income was below RM500.
The secondary economic activity here is managing an oil palm nursery
and birds’ nest farming (swiftlets).
The Pekan Agropolitan is shaping up as one of the largest hubs for
Dorper sheep rearing in the Region, and has a target of 25,000 heads
to be raised by 2020. In 2010, the agropolitan’s first sheep auction
generated sales of RM265,550. The second auction in April 2012,
raised RM486,300.
Participants engaged in Dorper sheep farming attend courses such as
“Introduction to Systematic Livestock Management” and “Livestock
Breeding Management”. They are also provided on-the-job training,
and for personal development, they attend motivational and religious
sessions. Overall, the Pekan Agropolitan has succeeded in raising
household income of participants to approximately RM1,100 a month.
Through a collaboration with Permodalan Nasional Berhad and
Maybank, participants are encouraged to save their monthly income
through Amanah Saham Bumiputra (ASB) accounts. For their children,
SINAR ECER conducts classes and motivational sessions to improve
their academic performance. In 2012, four students scored 5As in
Ujian Penilaian Sekolah Rendah.

Pekan Agropolitan participant
at work
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SOUTH KELANTAN AGROPOLITAN
South Kelantan Agropolitan is designed to assist 625 poor families.
Located in Rantau Manis, Gua Musang, this agropolitan commenced
in 2009 and its development will continue until 2016. As at the end of
2012, there were 204 participants living here.
To ensure the success and smooth implementation of the South
Kelantan Agropolitan, ECERDC entered into a collaborative
arrangement with Lembaga Kemajuan Kelantan Selatan (KESEDAR).
Under this arrangement, KESEDAR will assume responsibility for
project management, including the oversight of participants and
their families, management of the primary and secondary income
generating economic activities as well as financial management of
the participants.
The pilot of this agropolitan was completed in February 2009, and
resulted in nine families moving into newly built homes in Rantau
Manis. Participants are now working in an oil palm plantation and
earning an average monthly income of RM1,000.
In September 2012, there were 204 participants in the South Kelantan
Agropolitan, following the resettlement of the second batch of 195
participants. Construction of another 315 new homes was completed
during the year, supported by public amenities and modern
infrastructure.
The primary activity in this agropolitan is replanting and rehabilitation
work on a 1,490-hectare oil palm plantation in Rantau Manis, Renok
Baru, Jeram Tekoh and Sungai Asap. The secondary source of income
is cocoa cultivation in the backyard of their homes, a generous
quarter acre, with ample area for cash crop cultivation. ECERDC has
collaborated with the Malaysian Cocoa Board to introduce participants
to cocoa cultivation and provide technical training.
In 2012, the training calendar of this agropolitan included on-thejob-training, “Foundation Course on Cocoa Cultivation Technology”,
“Technical Course for Oil Palm Cultivation”, and religious courses.
There was also a marked improvement in financial management since
salaries are banked directly to the participant’s bank account.

Cocoa cultivation in
South Kelantan Agropolitan
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BESUT-SETIU AGROPOLITAN
The Besut-Setiu Agropolitan is located at Panchur Bederu, Mukim
Chalok, Setiu, Terengganu. ECERDC has appointed Federal
Land Development Authority as the implementing agency for the
agropolitan, where construction works began in 2011 and will continue
through to 2013. Under Phase 1, 100 participants will move into new
houses, supported by public amenities such as a multi-purpose hall,
surau, tadika and shops. The primary economic activity in the BesutSetiu Agropolitan is Dorper sheep rearing, with secondary income
to be generated from chicken rearing and downstream livestock
activities.
Apart from housing, Phase 1 of the agropolitan also includes the
construction of 52 animal production units for sheep rearing and 104
hectares of napier grass to feed 4,680 sheep. Phase 1 projects were
still under construction during the year under review, and scheduled
for completion in Q2, 2013. The agropolitan will receive its first batch
of participants in Q2, 2013.

AGROPOLITAN PARTICIPANTS
Abdul Malek bin Awang Kecil
Pekan Agropolitan, Batu 8, Lepar
“The agropolitan project has given me a stable source of income and made
life better with good housing.”

Norhizam bin Rahmat
Pekan Agropolitan, Runchang
“With my stable monthly income, I have been able to buy a vehicle and
open an ASB account.”

Nazliza binti Kamis
Pekan Agropolitan, Tanjung Batu
“I am lucky to have been selected as a participant because the agropolitan
project organises different types of courses to improve our skills at work.”

Nik Abdullah bin Muhammad
South Kelantan Agropolitan
“I consider myself lucky because there have been many benefits since
I became a participant of the South Kelantan Agropolitan. Previously,
my income was just enough to put food on the table. Now, I earn about
RM1,000 to RM1,200 a month. In addition to living in a comfortable
home, I have also been able to buy a motorcycle that makes it more
convenient to send my children to school.”
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AGRICULTURE: BIOECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION
Transformation initiatives for this sector are based on developing a fully
integrated value chain model that is private sector-driven and marketcentric. Projects will involve the application of new technologies
and mechanisation, large scale commercial production, adoption of
biotechnology processes, with comprehensive linkages across the
value chain, which harness products from the biotechnology industry.
A significant milestone in ECER’s Agriculture cluster in 2012 is the
incorporation of biotechnology-based initiatives in line with the
Bioeconomy Transformation Programme. To date, 10 projects have
been identified, with a private investment target of RM2.89 billion by
2020.
A strategic collaboration has also been initiated with the Malaysian
Biotechnology Corporation Sdn Bhd (BiotechCorp) for the
commercialisation of agricultural projects as part of the Bioeconomy
Transformation Programme. ECERDC, BiotechCorp and leading
industry players will work in tandem to achieve the national goal for
the application of biotechnology in the strategic agriculture value chain
activities and promote Malaysia as a global high income bioeconomy
by 2020 as outlined in the National Biotechnology Policy.

TABLE 1 - Bioeconomic Transformation Programme: ECER Projects
No

Project

1

Pasir Raja Herbal & Biotechnology Park,
Terengganu

2

Chegar Perah Herbal & Biotechnology Park,
Pahang

3

Taman Teknologi Malaysia, Raub, Pahang

4

Tok Bali Integrated Fisheries Park, Kelantan

5

Kuantan Fish Processing Park, Pahang

6

Pengkalan Kubor Collection, Processing and
Packaging Centre, Kelantan
Merchong Marine Fish Hatchery and Fish Seed
Marketing Centre, Pahang

7
8

Kuala Berang Sheep Breeding and Innovation
Centre, Terengganu

9

Kuala Berang Dairy Multiplier Farm, Terengganu

10

Muadzam Shah Cattle Research & Innovation
Centre, Pahang
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Planting materials (tissue culture, cell culture, DNA
profiling), midstream processing, downstream
processing, extractions.

Broodstock, DNA profiling, traceability, breeding
improvements, genetic improvement, disease
detection kit for farmers, fish-based product
development, accelerated fermentation technology,
high grade fish feed.

Breeding, genetic improvement, embryo transfer,
artificial insemination, DNA profiling, biogas, organic
fertilizer, traceability and product development.
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Since inception of ECERDC, the Agriculture cluster has implemented
15 projects under the 9th Malaysia Plan (2006-2010) and 10th Malaysia
Plan (2011-2015). Of the 15 projects, six belong to the livestock
industry, five are in the fish-based industry and four are in the cropbased industry.
These projects are expected to generate RM3.0 billion in incremental
GNI and 13,470 jobs by 2020.
LIVESTOCK
To spearhead and accelerate the growth of the livestock industry,
a strategic approach was adopted focusing on developing a
comprehensive breeding programme based on a 3-tier system for
the dairy cattle and sheep industry. This would result in increased
production of locally improved animal breeds for distribution to
contract farmers and reduce dependency on imported breeds.
Farmers will consequently benefit from higher productivity from their
livestock and lower production costs that will translate into higher
income for them.
Goat and Sheep
ECER’s Dorper sheep initiatives have two thrusts: one, to meet rising
demand for mutton in Malaysia, and two, to be promoted as a primary
economic activity and source of income for agropolitan participants.
The Dorper sheep initiatives have resulted in a strategic relationship
between nucleus farms commercially operated by the anchor
company and Dorper projects in the Pekan Agropolitan and BesutSetiu Agropolitan. Dorper sheep farming is the primary economic
activity in both agropolitans.
Currently, Malaysia’s goat and sheep production stands at 2,744
tonnes per annum, about 10% of national demand. ECERDC’s Dorper
sheep initiative is designed to produce up to 30% of national demand.
The target is for 19,500 tonnes by 2020.
By then, it is envisioned that there will be significantly larger farms
with the commercialisation of goat and sheep farming as well as
more ECER farmers participating in downstream activities that would
contribute to substantial additional income. The target is for 3,727
new job opportunities for locals, including 400 professionals and
2,100 agro-entrepreneurs. The Dorper sheep initiatives are expected
to attract RM705 million worth of private investment and contribute
RM0.8 billion to the GNI.
In December 2012, ETD Makmur Sdn Bhd was appointed as the
anchor company to commercially operate and manage Telaga Papan
Commercial Goat Farm in Terengganu. The project will involve an
investment of RM20 million by 2020. The anchor company will start
with the breeding of 1,670 heads of Boer goats and create at least two
local satellite farms by 2015.
Meanwhile, construction work for the Kuala Berang Sheep Breeding
& Innovation Centre is 96% complete, and it is scheduled to be ready
by May 2013. The centre will produce high-value Dorper breed that is

Dorper sheep
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well-suited for local conditions, and reduce dependency on imported
breeds. Annual output from the centre is estimated to be in excess
of 4,200 Dorper sheep, consisting of genetically improved ewes and
rams.
When the nucleus farm in Kuala Berang and three multiplier farms
begin operating in 2014, ECER’s meat industry will be boosted with
the production of 7,400 tonnes of mutton for domestic consumption
and downstream processing.
Dairy
Dairy cattle farming projects will be developed across the four states
in ECER. In Pahang, it is based in Muadzam Shah; in Terengganu it is
based in Kuala Berang; in Kelantan it is based in Tanah Merah; and
in the district of Mersing in Johor, it is based in Jemaluang. These
projects target to produce 50 million litres of milk annually by 2020.
Demand for dairy products in Malaysia, particularly value-added
products, is increasing and as a result, they are able to fetch higher
ex-farm fresh milk prices. This will provide more income for farmers
engaging in dairy farming.
To facilitate the growth of this industry, ECERDC has developed the
Muadzam Shah Cattle Research & Innovation Centre (MSCRIC) in
Pahang. The facilities consist of a training & technology transfer
complex, central performance test complex, animal reproductive test
complex, 210-hectare commercial scale fodder and pasture area,
milking parlour and milking complex. They will facilitate high-impact
continuous research and bridge gaps in breeding technology and
farm management in the Malaysian dairy cattle industry.
Upon completion in Q3, 2014, MSCRIC will be commercially operated
and managed by an appointed anchor company. Ultimately, the dairy
industry, consisting of nucleus and multiplier farms, aims to produce
5,000 high-yielding breeds annually for contract farmers and satellite
farmers under the anchor company business model. The target is
for the emergence of 160 satellite farmers by 2020, with each farm
owning an average of 100 dairy cattle producing 378,000 litres of
fresh milk per year. This should generate an attractive income of

Dairy cattle
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approximately RM50,000 per month for the entrepreneur participating
in this project. Cumulatively, it would result in a GNI of RM667 million,
attracting RM568 million private investment and creating 1,026 job
opportunities for the locals.
There will also be initiatives to strengthen dairy-based downstream
processing at Gambang Halal Park in Pahang and Pasir Mas Halal
Park in Kelantan.
FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE
The development of the fisheries & aquaculture industry in ECER
will transform the fish-based industry through commercialisation of
critical segments along the integrated value chain. They call for the
involvement of a competent anchor company and small-medium
entrepreneurs specialising in hatcheries and brood stock, grow-out
farms and downstream processing. ECERDC’s fisheries & aquaculture
projects are expected to generate investments worth RM2.22 billion
and create 4,516 new jobs by 2020.
Merchong Marine Fish Hatchery and Fish Seed Marketing Centre
The focal point of hatchery and brood stock development in ECER is
the state-of-the-art Marine Fish Hatchery and Fish Seed Marketing
Centre, currently being built in Merchong, Pahang. As at the end of
2012, 12% of ground and soil preparation works were completed.
Physical works are scheduled to commence by Q1, 2013 and
completed in Q1, 2014. The anchor company for this project will
be required to invest in a high technology recirculation aquaculture
system to produce 10 million high-quality tiger grouper and sea bass
fingerlings in addition to the production of 600 million post-larvae
marine shrimps for grow-out aquaculture farms in ECER by 2020.
Kuantan Fish Processing Park
During the year under review, construction of the Kuantan Fish
Processing Park was 73% completed. Located at the major fish
landing jetty in Kuantan, the park is designed and built to comply with
international food safety standards such as HACCP, GMP and HALAL.
It is scheduled for completion in Q2, 2013. This park will prioritise
downstream businesses to generate more economic value-added

Fish landing jetty in Kuantan

Fish processing
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products in fish-based industries. It has a sorting and distribution
centre to facilitate fresh fish handling and grading from marine fish
capture and production from aquaculture grow-out ponds. It targets
to produce 13,650 tonnes of fish-based products annually.
Downstream owner activities in Kuantan Fish Processing Park offer
318 boat owners registered at the Kuantan fish landing jetty the
option of selling their fish-capture to the park, giving local fishermen
the benefit of higher income generated by direct sales. Operationally,
Kuantan Fish Processing Park requires 60 tonnes of raw fish to be
processed daily and it has 300 tonnes of cold room storage capacity
available to stock the fish produce.
Pengkalan Kubor Collection, Processing & Packaging Centre
A construction highlight of 2012 is the Pengkalan Kubor Collection,
Processing & Packaging Centre in Kelantan that is 97% ready.
This commercial fish sauce production centre is scheduled for
completion in Q1, 2013 and has processing facilities that comply with
international food safety standards such as HACCP, GMP and
HALAL. Its anchor company is Persatuan Nelayan Kawasan Tumpat,
a cooperative that will bring direct benefits to 2,073 members, mainly
local fishermen in the district of Tumpat, Kelantan. The processing
facility has the capacity to produce 328,000 litres of fish sauce
annually that has an estimated sales value of RM5 million. The centre
will also require 364 tonnes of anchovies, the primary raw material, to
be supplied mainly by local fishermen.
Local SMEs may also enter into contract manufacturing arrangements
with the anchor company to produce their house brands of fish sauce
that comply with the international food standards. This will enhance
the marketability and export potential of SME brands engaged as
contract manufacturers.
CROPS
Crop initiatives in ECER will leverage on the Region’s vast natural
resources, availability of large tracts of fertile land and unique
biodiversity to position ECER as Malaysia’s hub for food production
and non-food based industries. To achieve this, the focus is on
increasing production, strengthening product quality and stepping up
marketing efforts to penetrate global export markets for ECER’s crop
and food products.
To date, three initiatives have been implemented. They are the
development of a herbal cluster; the development of integrated
pineapple plantations; and the development of a cassava cluster.

Orthosiphon aristatus
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Herbal Cluster
The ECERDC’s herbal cluster is recognised as an Entry Point Project
under the Economic Transformation Programme for agriculture.
This project taps into the country’s vast and unique biodiversity to
establish Malaysia as a hub for high-value herbal products. It aims to
strengthen the production of large scale, high quality raw materials,
enhance product quality and marketing efforts to penetrate global
export markets for nutraceutical products and botanical drugs.

ECERDC

In 2012, the Herbal Development Council was established to oversee
the development of the herbal industry in Malaysia. It identified five
R&D clusters of excellence and adopted a coordinated approach
for R&D to be undertaken by research institutions and universities
in the following five areas: discovery, crop production & agronomy,
toxicology & pre-clinical, product development and processing
technology.
To support upstream initiatives, two plots of agricultural land are
being developed by ECERDC for the herbal cluster – 406 hectares
in Pasir Raja in Dungun, Terengganu and 327 hectares in Chegar
Perah in Lipis, Pahang. In the year under review, construction works
under Phase 1 of infrastructure works as well as 50 hectares of herbal
plantations and processing facilities in each farm are underway, and
scheduled for completion in Q3, 2013. These herbal clusters will
focus on upstream and midstream activities to produce sufficient high
quality raw materials for pharmaceutical and nutraceutical industries
based in ECER’s halal parks.
The Business Strategy and Implementation Plan carried out by
ECERDC identified 10 high value herbal crops with significant
commercial value. Farming and processing of these herbs will be
accelerated to meet increasing domestic and global demand for
natural health products. The 10 herbs identified are: tongkat ali
(eurycoma longifolia), hempudu bumi (andrographis paniculatta),
kacip fatimah (labisia pumila), mengkudu/noni (morinda citrifolia),
dukung anak (phyllanthus niruri), misai kucing (orthosiphon aristatus),
halia (zingiber officinale), lemon myrtle (backhousia citriodora) and
gaharu/agarwood (aquillaria malaccensis).
When fully developed in 2020, herbal plantations will create more than
1,244 new jobs and offer 50 entrepreneurial opportunities.
Integrated Cassava Cluster
During the year under review, the Business Strategy and
Implementation Plan for the development of an integrated cassava
cluster in its interim report identified three integrated cassava
plantations, one each in Terengganu, Kelantan and one straddling
across Mersing in Johor and Rompin in Pahang. When fully operational,
the three integrated cassava clusters occupying 7,783 hectares will
produce more than 100,000 tonnes of cassava starch per year for
domestic consumption. A trial plot consisting of a 5-hectare seed
plantation in Muadzam Shah, Pahang is underway, and expected to
produce high yielding cassava seeds for commercial plantations and
contract farmers.
Rompin Integrated Pineapple Plantation
Rompin Integrated Pineapple Plantation is an ECERDC initiative to
promote and commercialise the planting of fruit crops with great
demand in export markets. The plantation has a fully integrated
value chain that includes pineapple nurseries, collection centres,
and a processing and packaging centre that will produce fresh and
processed pineapple for local consumption and export markets.
Waste and by-products are used as animal fodder in ECERDC’s
livestock initiatives and other downstream industries.

Herbal extraction

2012 annual report

91

ECERDC

One ECERDC strategy here is for farmers and smallholders to increase
their income through contract farming arrangements with the anchor
company, engaged in large scale commercial farming through high
technology initiatives throughout its value chain.
The socio-economic impact of this project is the benefit it will bring
to the Orang Asli community of 100 families with the formation of
Koperasi Orang Asli Kampung Tanam. A 100-hectare site will be
allocated to the cooperative for commercial pineapple cultivation.
It is envisaged that by 2020, this arrangement will result in monthly
household income rising to RM2,300. Satellite farmers from nearby
villages such as Kampung Jemeri and Kampung Petoh will be given
the opportunity to participate in this arrangement.
To promote entrepreneurship in the local community ECERDC is
constructing stalls on a 1,453-sq ft site near the project’s entrance.
Orang Asli villagers can use them as outlets from which they can sell
their wares to motorists using the Rompin – Muadzam road. The stalls
will be ready in May 2013.
In the year under review, construction of infrastructure works for the
Rompin Integrated Pineapple Plantation in Pahang is 55% complete.
The first 100-hectare farm infrastructure was completed in August
2012 and remaining work will be completed by Q2, 2013. The anchor
company to commercially operate and manage the pineapple farm
will be appointed in March 2013. When fully operational in 2020, this
plantation is projected to produce 55,000 tonnes of fresh pineapple
annually and create 3,000 jobs and 50 entrepreneurial opportunities.

Commercial pineapple cultivation by Orang Asli
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List of Projects: Agropolitan
No
1

Project

Status as of 31 December 2012

Pekan Agropolitan
Batu 8, Lepar – 8 Broiler Chicken Houses

Completed

Batu 8, Lepar – 40 Houses and 20 APUs

Scheduled to commence in Q1, 2013

Runchang – 35 APUs

Completed

Runchang – 102 Houses

Scheduled to commence in Q1, 2013

Tanjung Batu, Nenasi – 213 Houses

Completed

Tanjung Batu, Nenasi – Transplanting of 35,000 Oil Palm
Seedlings

Completed

Menchupu – Development of 121 ha of Land for Fodder

Scheduled to commence in Q1, 2013

Human Capital Development
Universiti Malaysia Pahang
• Sinar ECER 2012 for Agropolitan Children
• Motivational Training for Agropolitan Participants
• Skills and Entrepreneurship Training for Agropolitan Youths
2

Completed
Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013
Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013

South Kelantan Agropolitan
Package 2 – Water Treatment Plant, Limau Kasturi, Rantau Manis

Completed

Package 3 – 315 Houses, Rantau Manis

Completed

Package 5 – Replanting of Oil Palm Phase 1, Rantau Manis

Completed

Package 6 – Rehabilitation of Oil Palm Phase 1, Rantau Manis

Completed

Package 7 – Replanting of Oil Palm, Renok Baru, Jeram Tekoh &
Sungai Asap (Phase 1)

Completed

Construction of 300 Houses, Rantau Manis

Scheduled to commence in Q1, 2013

Development of 835 ha of Oil Palm Plantation

Scheduled to commence in Q1, 2013

Human Capital Development
Universiti Malaysia Kelantan
• The Livestock Training and Research Centre
3

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Besut-Setiu Agropolitan
Construction of 100 Houses

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Construction of 52 APUs and Infrastructure

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013
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List of Projects: Agriculture
No

Project

Status as of 31 December 2012

Cattle Research and Innovation Centre in Muadzam
Shah, Pahang
• Phase 1 Construction
• Phase 2 Construction
• Phase 3 Construction
• Phase 4 Construction
• Appointment of Anchor Company

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013
Scheduled to commence in Q2, 2013
Scheduled to be appointed in Q2, 2013

Integrated Dairy Cattle Multiplier Farm in Kuala
Berang, Terengganu
• Survey Works
• Design Works (Schematic)

Completed
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Sheep Breeding and Innovation Centre in Kuala
Berang, Terengganu
• Survey Works
• Design Works
• Construction
• Appointment of Anchor Company

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013
Scheduled to be appointed in Q3, 2013

Goat Multiplier and Commercial Farm in Telaga
Papan, Terengganu
• Construction
• Appointment of Anchor Company

Completed
Completed

Freshwater Fish Hatchery and Fish Seed Marketing
Centre in Raub, Pahang
• Survey Works
• Design Works (Schematic)

Completed
Completed

Marine Fish Hatchery and Fish Seed Marketing
Centre in Merchong, Pahang
• Survey Works
• Design Works
• Construction
• Construction (Coastal Protection)
• Appointment of Anchor Company

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q1, 2014
Scheduled commence in Q2, 2013
Scheduled to be appointed in Q3, 2013

7

Kuantan Fish Processing Park, Pahang
• Survey Works
• Design Works
• Construction
• Appointment of Anchor Company

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013
Scheduled to be appointed in Q3, 2013

8

Pengkalan Kubor Collection, Processing and
Packaging Centre, Kelantan
• Survey Works
• Design Works
• Construction
• Appointment of Anchor Company 			
(Strategic Alliance)

1

2

3

4

5

6

9
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Herbal Cluster
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan 		
(BSIP)
• Survey Work
• Construction (Chegar Perah, Pahang)
• Construction (Pasir Raja, Terengganu)
• Appointment of Anchor Company
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Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q1 2013
Scheduled to be appointed in Q2, 2013

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013
Scheduled completion in Q4, 2013
Scheduled to be appointed in Q3, 2013
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List of Projects: Agriculture
No
10

11

12

13

Project

Status as of 31 December 2012

Integrated Cassava Cluster
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)
• Development of Seed Garden in Muadzam Shah

Scheduled completion in Q1, 2013
Completed

Rompin Integrated Pineapple Plantation
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)
• Survey Works
• Construction
• Appointment of anchor company

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013
Scheduled to be appointed in Q1, 2013

Integrated Swiftlet Production and Processing
Centre in Tanjung Batu, Pekan, Pahang
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)

Completed

Integrated Poultry Park, Maran, Pahang
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)
• Survey Works
• Design Works (Schematic)

Completed
Completed
Completed
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HUMAN CAPITAL
DEVELOPMENT
Human Capital Development is a key driver for ECER to realise the Vision and
Mission to transform itself into a high income developed Region by 2020. The
ECER Master Plan identified Human Capital Development as paramount to the
creation of a critical mass of trained, skilled and knowledgeable workers for
sustainable economic growth in the Region.

To achieve this, ECERDC has adopted a multi-pronged approach that sweeps
across all segments of the local population. The goal is to nurture human
capital that will result in a more dynamic workforce and an entrepreneurial
business community, both vital to ensure the success of ECER projects as
well as to attract and sustain foreign and domestic investments.
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ECERDC has six human capital development programmes, each
addressing specific needs of the Region. There are two thrusts, one to
create a skilled workforce, with the appropriate skill sets and talents to
meet the demands of existing and emerging industries in the Region;
two, to create a pool of entrepreneurs and small medium enterprises
for the Region’s four clusters – Tourism, Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals,
Manufacturing and Agriculture. The end game is to ensure that the
local population is not left out of the rapid transformation and new
prosperity.
empower ECER
The empower ECER programme addresses rural communities in
Kelantan, Terengganu and Pahang. It adopts the rural community
and development approach to reach students and adults such
as the unemployed, underemployed, single mothers and aspiring
youths to make them a vital force in the Region. empower ECER
has two components – the one-year Academic Training Programme
for examination year students and 15 to 18-month Skills and
Entrepreneurship Training Programme for adults.
All participants are means-tested, and their performance is measured
by improved examination grades for students and higher incomes for
adults.
empower ECER distinguishes itself with the following features:
• It brings training facilities to selected participants in rural
communities.
• It provides guidance and motivation to bring about a positive
change in the mindset of participants, typically those with little
confidence and relatively low self esteem.
• It uses surveys to determine the needs and interests of the
community and participants prior to drawing up training modules.
• It adopts flexible teaching methods and time-tables, with training
sessions often conducted on weekends for the convenience of
participants.
• It modifies the syllabus to suit the level of comprehension of
participants.
During the year under review, empower ECER was implemented in
nine ECER locations namely, Bentong, Temerloh, Raub, Cameron

empower ECER cake & pastry course
participant
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Highlands, Lipis, Kuala Pahang in Pahang; Bachok and Jeli in
Kelantan; and Kemaman in Terengganu. As at the end of 2012, a total
of 11,426 participants, comprising 6,776 students and 4,650 adults
had benefitted from the programme.
First launched in Bentong in April 2010, empower ECER consisted of
1,000 participants, comprising 400 students and 600 adults. It proved
to be a resounding success – with empower ECER-assisted students
recording a 30% improvement in their academic performance and
passing their national school examinations - Ujian Penilaian Sekolah
Rendah (UPSR), Peperiksaan Menengah Rendah (PMR) and Sijil
Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM). Out of the 400 students, 29 scored 5As in
the UPSR, seven scored five or more distinctions in the PMR, and two
scored five or more distinctions in the SPM.
Of the 600 adult participants who attended the Skills and
Entrepreneurship Training, 493 succeeded in starting home-based
businesses, becoming entrepreneurs or obtaining jobs. Overall, there
was income generation, averaging an additional RM900 to RM5,000
per month.
Encouraged, empower ECER was expanded in 2012 to four more
rural districts, namely Temerloh and Lipis in Pahang, and Jeli in
Kelantan and Kemaman in Terengganu. It began in March 2012
and ended in June 2012, and involved a total of 7,041 participants
comprising 4,541 students and 2,500 adults. Again, empower ECER
assisted students turned in a good performance, recording a 100%
passing rate and 30% improvement in their academic grades. Above
all, in the 2012 examinations, 208 students obtained 5As in UPSR
while 165 students scored 5As and above in PMR and 125 students
obtained 5As or more distinctions in SPM.
Of the 2,500 adult participants enrolled in the Skills and
Entrepreneurship Training programme, 2,177 have either started their
own business or gained employment. More than 1,700 managed to
generate additional income ranging from RM500 to RM5,000 per
month.

empower ECER academic training participants

empower ECER Cameron Highlands
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In January 2012, empower ECER was expanded to four more
locations – Raub, Cameron Highlands and Kuala Pahang in Pahang
and Bachok in Kelantan. A total of 3,385 participants were enrolled,
of whom 1,835 were students and 1,550 adults. When the 2012
examination results were announced, 382 students obtained 5As in
UPSR while 360 students scored 5As and above in PMR.
The Skills and Entrepreneurship Training programme will end in Q3,
2013. While still ongoing, 1,149 of the 1,550 participants began
operating their own business or were gainfully employed. Of this
number, 652 are generating an additional income of between RM500
and RM5,000 per month.
Courses offered under Skills and Entrepreneurship Training programme
include make-up & bridal services, cake & pastry making, sewing &
design, mobile phone repair services, wiring & plumbing services,
1Malaysia cooking, 1Malaysia entrepreneurship, Information and
Communications Technology, front desk training, hairdressing and
physiotherapy. Upon completion of the courses, it is estimated that
up to 30% of participants will gain employment, while the rest will
have sufficient knowledge and practical experience to start their own
business, and the ability to generate an additional income of between
RM600 and RM1,500 or more per month.
Apart from regular classes, ECERDC also organised 96 special
empower ECER events in 2012, and they ranged from study
camps and motivational seminars for examination year students to
award presentation ceremonies to recognise the achievements of
participants, both adults and students.
empower ECER Mahkota Kuala Pahang
Launched on 18 July 2012 in collaboration with Universiti Malaysia
Pahang, empower ECER Mahkota is modeled along the same lines as
empower ECER, a twin-pronged human capital development initiative
of ECERDC that focuses on Academic Training for examination year
students as well as Skills and Entrepreneurship Training for adults in
ECER.

empower ECER Mahkota Kuala Pahang
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ECER Entrepreneurship Development Programme
The ECER Entrepreneurship Development Programme (EEDP) targets
entrepreneurs in the Region who wish to grow their business. The
programme aims to increase the involvement of the Bumiputera
Commercial and Industrial Community and Small and Medium
Enterprise regardless of ethnicity in the development of ECER.
The EEDP has embarked on initiatives with three strategic partners,
namely, SIRIM, Agrobank and GIATMARA.
EEDP-SIRIM collaboration: soft development assistance
ECERDC collaborated with SIRIM to provide soft development
assistance to entrepreneurs selected for EEDP. In July 2012,
the first batch of 28 entrepreneurs attended training for product
development, quality branding and enhancements, marketing
and network strengthening, and research & development. The
training is scheduled to end in Q2, 2013. As at December 2012, the
entrepreneurs had received technical advice and guidance for product
quality improvements and the implementation of quality control, halal
requirements and 5S – Sort, Shine, Strengthen, Standardise and
Sustain.
They also made online applications for halal certificates and are
registered with the Ministry of Health. All participants were provided
consultation and technical services for packaging design and printing,
testing for food nutrition and registration of trademarks.
As a result of the services provided by SIRIM, 52 products manufactured
by EEDP participants obtained nutrition reports on food facts and 28
brands were registered with MyIPO.
EEDP-Agrobank collaboration: financial assistance
ECERDC collaborated with Agrobank to provide financial assistance
to selected entrepreneurs. The collaboration involves Islamic microcredit financing of up to RM50,000 and a soft loan of up to RM250,000.
Loan interest is topped-up by ECERDC. In the case of microcredit, the

Employees of Terminal Jahitan

Packaging and processing facility of EEDP
participant
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market rate currently is about 15%; participants need only pay 8%.
Agrobank also offers a 20% rebate on interest to borrowers who are
good paymasters. As at the end of 2012, a total of 61 entrepreneurs
had been selected to benefit from this financial arrangement.
EEDP-GIATMARA collaboration: Terminal Jahitan and Boat Building
& Repair Centre
Terminal Jahitan in Mersing, Johor is a successful collaboration
between ECERDC and GIATMARA, a government agency with training
centres that conduct apprenticeship courses to enhance employment
opportunities among youths.
With start-up financial capital from ECERDC and the management
and operational expertise of GIATMARA, Terminal Jahitan is a tailoring
outfit established in 2010. It hired 14 underemployed and unemployed
youths in Mersing as tailors, and they were given vocational training
by GIATMARA.
Within a year of operation, Terminal Jahitan had a flourishing business,
with 40,000 orders from 17 government agencies, local schools and
cooperatives. Encouraged by its success, Terminal Jahitan secured
GIATMARA as its anchor company in 2012. The outfit has since
increased its staff strength to 16, and also sent five staff to attend
GIATMARA’s entrepreneurial skills development programme to be
groomed as entrepreneurs.
Another project in Mersing is the Boat Building & Repair Centre that
initially served as a GIATMARA vocational training facility. ECERDC
collaborated with GIATMARA to make it a commercial operation. To
realise this goal, ECERDC funded the expansion of this training facility
that was completed in June 2011. In October that year, El Iman Sdn
Bhd was appointed as the commercial operator to serve a customer
base consisting of fishermen and tourist boat operators. By 2012,
the company was fully operational, registering a monthly income of
between RM8,000 and RM10,000.
Suri@Home
Suri@Home is a socio-economic development programme designed
for women in ECER, especially housewives and single mothers. Suri@
Home encourages them to engage in home-based businesses.

Boat Building and Repair Centre
in Mersing
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Since its launch in 2009, a total of 23 women had participated in
Suri@Home, and succeeded in earning an additional RM500 to
RM1,500 a month. During the year under review, the programme
engaged women in Bachok, Kelantan in vermi-compost project,
while women in Kuantan and Pekan, Pahang were employed in Tenun
Pahang weaving. In Terengganu, women were selected for a songket
weaving project in 2010. This project is still ongoing, and targeted for
completion in Q3, 2013.
National Talent Enhancement Programme
The Economic Transformation Programme is a focused, inclusive
and sustainable initiative by the Malaysian government to upgrade
Malaysia into a high income economy by the year of 2020. To boost
competitiveness, the government announced six Strategic Reform
Initiatives, and one of them is human capital development. ECERDC
collaborated with PEMANDU to implement the National Talent
Enhancement Programme (NTEP), one of the projects identified under
this Strategic Reform Initiative.
Launched in 2012, NTEP focuses on developing talents specific
to its key economic drivers: Tourism, Oil, Gas & Petrochemicals,
Manufacturing and Agriculture. Strategic partnerships are being forged
with private organisations to train fresh engineering graduates for a
period of between six and 12 months. The goal is 100% employability
of selected candidates.
In 2012, the first batch of 100 new talents comprising degree, diploma
and level 3 skill certificate holders were placed in HICOM Automotive
Manufacturing (M) Sdn Bhd. The salaries of these interns were
subsidised by the government.
TERAJU@ECER
In 2012, a collaboration between ECERDC and Teraju, namely
Teraju@ECER was launched. Teraju is the strategic unit within the
Prime Minister’s Department entrusted to lead, drive and coordinate
the Bumiputera Agenda of the National Transformation Plan.
Under this collaboration, ECERDC was allocated a Facilitation Fund
of RM100 million to promote the implementation of high value private
sector projects by Bumiputera companies. In 2012, four companies
were awarded grants from this Facilitation Fund that could serve as
tipping points to obtain commercial loans to move their business
up to the next level. The grant covers 15% of the project cost, for
investments ranging from RM5 million to RM50 million. These four
companies received RM10.8 million in grants that resulted in a total
investment of RM67.21 million.
Another initiative under this collaboration is TeraS programme that
offers financing and business advisory services to fast track the
growth of Bumiputera companies with good prospects. Larger TeraS
companies assume the role of parent companies, nurturing the
business growth of their smaller counterparts. The ultimate goal is
for TeraS companies, typically having national, even an international
reach, to make significant contributions to the gross domestic product
by 2020. In 2012, Teraju@ECER identified 19 companies in ECER to
participate in the TeraS programme.

TeraS company representative (far right)
at Jejak 2012 in Pahang
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empower ECER SUCCESS STORIES
PAHANG
BENTONG
Academic Training
• Mohammad Aiman bin Mustaffa of SK Lurah Bilut scored 5As.
This top scorer from a low income family suffered the loss of his
mother three months before his UPSR examination. empower
ECER trainers visited him at his home to help him through his
grief and motivate him to study for the examination.

• Pung Xiao Hui of SMK Karak scored 8As in her PMR, a record
for her community. The daughter of a rubber tapper, she
once struggled in science and Bahasa Malaysia, but scored
distinctions in both. She hopes to become a doctor one day.

Skills and Entrepreneurship Training
• Habsah binti Johari says, “empower ECER has given me a
way to improve my life.” Before empower ECER, she had a
food stall under a tree selling cucur udang and dodol. After
attending the Skills & Entrepreneurship Training, she gained
the appropriate knowledge and confidence to think big. She
now runs a school canteen that gives her a monthly income
of RM20,000. She has also applied for a government contract
to supply juadah for programmes organised by the Ministry of
Health.
• Lemah a/p Pendek says, “I wanted to change my lifestyle but
did not know how. empower ECER taught me.” The Orang Asli
housewife travelled 45 km to attend empower ECER classes,
and now runs a bridal business that gives her an income of
RM2,000 a month.

• Razita binti Razalie has catapulted from a part-time vendor
of buns to an entrepreneur with a successful business through
the empower ECER programme. She produces and markets
frozen food and pastries across Malaysia. Her monthly income
is about RM20,000.
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• Rubini a/p Ramasamy is disabled, and empower ECER gave
her the confidence to learn new skills. She now owns a makeup and bridal shop in Bentong and earns RM2,000 a month.

TEMERLOH
Academic Training
• Nor Fadila binti Fazri Hizam of SK Mentakab scored 5As in
UPSR. She comes from a poor family, with a chronically ill father
and the family relies on welfare aid. empower ECER helped
set up a conducive study environment in her home, and also
encouraged her to study with several special programmes.

Skills and Entrepreneurship Training
• Hasnah binti Mohd Shapiee is a housewife who had to raise
five children on her own. An empower ECER baking course
gave her the confidence to run a home-based business selling
cookies and cakes. She earns RM2,500 a month, and now is
able to give a better life for her children.

LIPIS
Academic Training
• Hanizam Niskala of SK Kuala Koyan is an Orang Asli student
who has shown a marked improvement in his studies through
empower ECER. The UPSR student’s ambition is to become
a pilot, and Air Asia’s Group Managing Director Tan Sri Tony
Fernandes has written a letter, encouraging him to pursue his
ambition, and fly with Air Asia one day.
• Muhammad Aiezuddin Hafizat bin Abd Manaf of SK Benta
scored 5As in UPSR. The youngest child of a single mother, life
has been a series of hardships, and he could not afford to attend
tuition classes. empower ECER saved the day by enabling him
to score straight As, the first person in his family to do so.
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Skills and Entrepreneurship Training
• Fazlinawati has progresed from school cleaner to entrepreneur,
with a production facility to manufacture frozen food. She now
earns RM10,000 a month. She says, “empower ECER enabled
me to look beyond Lipis for business. I sell frozen food to outlets
throughout Pahang.”

• Mohd Hafizul bin Mohd Yusof is an employee turned employer.
He used to work in a mobile phone shop for a monthly salary
of RM600. He now has his own shop and employs three staff.
He says, “I am a boss now. My dream came true because of
empower ECER.”

CAMERON HIGHLANDS
Academic Training

• Palaniammal Thurka a/p Marappa Kawandar of SJK (T)
Tanah Rata is an empower ECER-assisted student who scored
7As in UPSR. The daughter of a taxi driver hopes to become a
genetic scientist one day and is determined not to allow family
difficulties to stand in her way of success.
Skills and Entrepreneurship Training
• Vasantha a/p Velandy, a cleaner earning RM400 a month is
now a tourist agent for seven apartments in the hill station of
Cameron Highlands. With her new monthly salary of RM2,000,
she has been reunited with her daughter who was earlier sent
to live with a relative because she could not afford to raise her
two children on her own.

• Wak Lisa a/p Kechik is looked up to by the Orang Asli community
in Terisu, Cameron Highlands. She comes from a family of 11,
and stopped schooling in Primary 4 to take care of the family.
She worked on a farm earning RM15 a day. After attending an
empower ECER course, she gained the confidence to open a
shop, the only Orang Asli shop in Terisu. She earns RM2,000 a
month, and within two months bought a motorbike.
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RAUB

Academic Training
• Santher Rubini Angelica a/p Murugan of SJK(T) Raub scored
7As in her UPSR. She hopes to be a famous lawyer, and
empower ECER motivated her to excel in her studies to realise
her dream job.

• Chai Yiou Yong of SMK Mahmud scored 6As in PMR, and
is grateful for the encouragement of his father, a taxi driver, to
study hard for a better future. Chai’s ambition is to become a
businessman and own a photography studio.

Skills and Entrepreneurship Training
• Yap Ngok Moi is a housewife who opened a wedding boutique
after attending an empower ECER make-up and bridal course.
Her husband has joined her to make it a family business that
gives them an income of RM3,000 a month.

• Kanagambal used to wake up at 6 am to tap rubber. Now, aged
69, she earns RM1,000 that she uses to pay her health bills and
grandchild’s education. She says, “empower ECER has taught
me that age should not be a barrier to learn new things.”

KELANTAN
JELI
Academic Training
• Wan Siti Aisyah binti Ahmad Yarani of SMK Ayer Lanas
scored 9As in PMR. Once weak in maths, she learnt the right
study techniques by attending empower ECER to master
this subject, and it resulted in a distinction. Her ambition is to
become a doctor.
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• Iskandar Hariz bin Mohd Zulkifli of SK Jeli 1 scored 5As in
UPSR and his ambition is to become a doctor. Weak in English,
he used techniques learnt during his empower ECER classes
to score a distinction in the subject.

• Asrina binti Salim of SK Sungai Ruai is one of 11 children,
and hopes to become a teacher. Shy and lacking in confidence,
the Orang Asli student used to fail in her subjects. Through
empower ECER, she succeeded in improving her grades and
passed her UPSR.

Skills and Entrepreneurship Training
• Hasnarizi bin Hussin’s dream of having his own barber
shop became a reality after attending an empower ECER
hairdresser’s course. The self - employed youth now earns
RM2,000 a month from the business.

• Mohd Fauzan bin Mohd Noor attended a make-up and bridal
course and now runs a bridal saloon that gives him a monthly
income of RM6,000. The youth who once had low self-esteem
is enjoying his new-found popularity as a make-up artist.

• Halimah binti Che Harun is a housewife who now runs a
successful home-based business after attending the cake &
pastry course. Her cakes are being sold in many food outlets in Jeli,
including the PETRONAS service station. With the assistance of
empower ECER trainers, she set up a Facebook page to sell
her cakes online.
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KELANTAN
BACHOK

Academic Training
• Muhamad Afiq Adhwa bin Zunaidi of SK Beris Kubur Besar
scored 5As in UPSR. Weak in English, he learnt to master
the language from learning techniques acquired during his
empower ECER classes. His 5As include a distinction in
English.

• Nur Nabilah binti Mohd Zaim of SMK Kandis scored 8As in
PMR, and thanks empower ECER for teaching her how to
improve her English. Her 8As include a distinction in English.

Skills and Entrepreneurship Training
• Napisah binti Said runs Bayu Beauty House that offers bridal
make-up, wedding outfits and photography. She also runs
a mobile phone shop and earns RM3,500 from both income
streams. Previously, she provided part-time make-up services,
but gained confidence to set up her business after an empower
ECER course.

TERENGGANU
KEMAMAN
Academic Training
• Nazman bin Abd Wahab of SK Ayer Puteh scored 5As in
UPSR. The fifth child in his family, he helps his mother sell cakes
after school. His father is unemployed because of ill health. Yet,
the 12-year old overcame the odds to score straight As in the
national examination.
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• Chai Le Yi of SJK (C) Kuala Kemaman scored 4As in UPSR.
Once an average student, she was motivated to unlock her
potential, and taught learning techniques that has made her a
high achiever.

• Wan Haizatul Aisyhah binti Wan Amran of SMK Kijal scored
8As in PMR. In spite of the poor study environment at home, the
once average student defied the odds and became a distinction
student. Her father is a seasonal fisherman and mother a cleaner
in a school hostel, and they earn RM800 a month between
them.
Skills and Entrepreneurship Training
• Muhammad Faizuri bin Mat Rafi saw his income grow from
RM700 a month to about RM3,000 after attending a wiring
& plumbing course conducted by empower ECER. He has
also progressed from employee to employer, and has several
housing contracts. It enabled him to open his own wiring &
plumbing shop in Kemaman.

• Suhaidah binti Mohd Amin is the proud owner of two beauty
and hairdressing salons that give her a monthly income of
RM7,000. The single mother with no income attended the
make-up and bridal course that gave her the confidence to set
up her own business. She is the top earner in empower ECER
Kemaman.

• Natrah binti Yusof, a grocery store worker in her kampung,
enjoyed sewing as a hobby. After attending empower ECER’s
sewing and embroidery course, she made it a business and
now earns RM2,800 a month. With this income, she has been
able to buy a brand new car.
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List of Projects: Human Capital Development
No

1.

2.

Project

Status as of 31 December 2012

empower ECER
• Phase 2 (March 2011 to June 2012)
• Phase 3 (January 2012 to March 2013)

Completed
Scheduled completion in Q1, 2013

empower ECER Mahkota
• Academic Training
• Skills and Entrepreneurship Training

Completed
Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013

ECER Entrepreneurship Development Programme
(EEDP)
• Terminal Jahitan, Mersing, Johor

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

• Boat Building and Repair Centre, Mersing, Johor

Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013

• EEDP with SIRIM (soft skills development)

28 Participants enrolled into the
programme
52 Products received reports on
food facts
28 Brands successfully registered with
MyIPO.

• EEDP with Agrobank (financial assistance)
3.

4.
5.

61 Participants benefited from
competitive interest rates.

Suri@Home Programme
• Kelantan Vermi-Compost Projects

Completed

• Tenun Pahang Weaving Project

Completed

• Songket Terengganu Weaving Project

Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013

National Talent Enhancement Programme
• Placement of Engineering Graduates in 2012

Completed

TERAJU@ECER
• Evaluation and Recommendation of TeraS 		
Companies

19 Companies in ECER were identified
to participate in the TeraS programme

• Evaluation and Recommendation of ECER 		
Companies for Facilitation Fund

Four companies received RM10.8
million grants resulting in investments
of RM67.21 million
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SPECIAL PROJECT:
DARA & JENGKA
CAMERON
HIGHLANDS
JERANTUT
LIPIS

JENGKA

RAUB

TEMERLOH

MARAN

PEKAN

BENTONG

PAHANG

KUANTAN

BERA

DARA
ROMPIN
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Special Project: DARA & JENGKA
In 2012, areas previously under the Lembaga Kemajuan Pahang
Tenggara (DARA) and Lembaga Kemajuan Wilayah Jengka (JENGKA)
became the seventh Key Development Area (KDA). This approach
would facilitate a more focused development, operation, maintenance
works and implementation of strategic projects.
ECERDC is entrusted to manage the Special Fund established by
the Federal Government in 2010 for development and maintenance
works in the former DARA and JENGKA areas located in Pahang that
consist of five district councils (Jerantut, Maran, Pekan, Rompin and
Bera) and one municipal council (Temerloh). As of 2011, the coverage
was extended to undertake development and maintenance works in
traditional villages, previously not within the ambit of the former DARA
and JENGKA areas. This fund is to be used to accelerate the pace of
development and frequency of maintenance and operations for the
benefit of the local population.
Meanwhile, the Pahang State Economic Planning Unit is entrusted
to coordinate all development, operations and maintenance projects
at state level, liaising with the relevant district and municipal councils
for the prioritisation of projects needed to accelerate maintenance
works, development, operations and socio-economic programmes.
Between 2010 and 2012, a total of 298 projects were implemented,
and they succeeded in transforming and enhancing the physical
environment, making it more conducive for living as well as the pursuit
of social and economic activities. During the year under review, some
RM70 million of the Special Fund was utilised for 77 projects.
Given the classification of the former DARA and JENGKA areas as
the seventh KDA, an annual budget of RM50 million was allocated for
development projects beginning 2012.

Upgraded Taman Tasik children’s playground in Pekan

Maran: Anjung Selera Jengka
shopowners receiving their keys

Improved street lighting on approach
road to Taman Negara
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The selection criteria for projects are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strengthening security and public order including crime prevention
Promoting a healthy lifestyle
Enhancing public transportation
Promoting sustainable development
Developing a progressive community
Enhancing access to quality and affordable basic amenities
Traditional villages

In 2012, ECERDC utilised RM70 million of the Special Fund for the
implementation of 77 projects in the former DARA and JENGKA areas,
as shown in the table below:

2012: Projects Implemented
Category
District

Infrastructure

Public
Amenities

Maintenance
& Operation

Temerloh

Traditional
Villages

Total
Strategic

12

Others

1

13

1

7

Bera

3

3

Maran

10

6

2

1

1

20

Jerantut

2

19

1

2

1

25

4

1

1

6

1

1

6

5

6

77

Pekan
Rompin

1

3

Total

16

35

3

12

Key projects in 2012 are as follows:

Bera: Sports complex in Padang Luas
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• Construction of roads and upgrading works in nine traditional
villages in Temerloh namely, Kampung Pamah Kasih, Kampung
Padang Tenggala, Kampung Lebak Seberang, Kampung Paya
Jauh, Kampung Paya Luas, Kampung Paya Pulai, Kampung
Seberang, Kampung Rumpun Makmur, Kampung Lebak Seberang;
• Construction of a public community hall in Bera;
• Construction of a futsal court in Bera;
• Upgrading works of the public park in Maran;
• Upgrading works at the central market in Maran;
• Lighting works in Simpang Pekan Tajau, Maran;
• Upgrading and lighting works at the jetty in Kuala Tahan, Jerantut;
• Construction of a surau in Kampung Ibol Jaya, Jerantut;
• Construction of shop lots in Kampung Bukit Nikmat Hilir, Jerantut;
• Construction of a SME Centre in Pekan;
• Construction of small shop lots at Jalan Sultan Ahmad, Pekan;
• Upgrading works at the central market in Bandar Kuala Rompin;
and
• Upgrading works of public amenities in Leban Chondong, Rompin.

ECERDC

Impact of Projects: 2010-2012
Between 2010 and 2012, a total of 298 projects were implemented
for the benefit of 659,000 people living in the former DARA and
JENGKA areas.
Bera
• The construction of a sports complex and community centre in
Padang Luas provided locals with facilities to pursue an active
and healthy lifestyle.
• The construction of stalls in Bandar 32, a night market area in
Kerayong and Simpang Kepayang created entrepreneurship
opportunities for locals.
• Road upgrading of 2.9 km at Bandar 32 has improved road safety.
Maran
• The construction of stalls and a night market in Bandar Jengka,
Kampung Awah, Pekan Chenor and Pekan Tajau has created
entrepreneurship opportunities for locals.
• The upgrading of a football field and community hall in Bandar Tun
Abdul Razak Jengka, Kampung Jengka Batu 13 and Kampung
Sentosa Maran has provided locals with venues to pursue an
active and healthy lifestyle.
• The purchase of machinery and Information and Communications
Technology equipment by the Maran District Council has improved
the efficiency and frequency of maintenance works and public
hygiene.
• Road upgrading works in Nadi Kota, Rantau Perintis, Desa Jaya,
Permatang Shahbandar and Taman Jengka Impian, Bandar
Tun Abdul Razak Jengka and the installation of traffic lights in
Simpang Empat Nadi Kota have improved traffic movements and
road safety.
• Construction of the new integrated transport terminal in Bandar
Tun Abdul Razak in Jengka is in progress, and scheduled for
completion in 2013. It will replace the old Nadi Kota Terminal. The
new terminal will provide a convenient waiting area for users of
public transportation. It has also allocated ample space for the
local community to set up food stalls and shops while the bowling
centre will serve the recreational needs of youths in Jengka.
Jerantut
• Road upgrading works for 4.9 km in Felda Sungai Retang, Padang
Piol, Gelanggi 1, 2, 3 and 4, Kampung Bukit Rang and Sungai
Tekam have improved traffic movements.
• The purchase of machinery and equipment by the Jerantut District
Council has improved the efficiency and frequency of maintenance
works and public hygiene.
• Upgrading works at the jetty in Kampung Labu have improved
access to the jetty and also the waiting area for tourists.
• Upgrading of community halls in Kota Gelanggi 2, Kampung Bukit
Nikmat Utara and Felda Lepar Utara 3 has created conducive
venues for social gatherings.
• Regular maintenance at the entrance to Taman Negara has
improved cleanliness of the area for the benefit of locals and
tourists.

Bera: District Council sports ground
after upgraded works

Jerantut: Renovated market
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• A budget of RM1.2 million was allocated for maintenance works at
the Kuala Tahan entrance to Taman Negara. Regular maintenance
has improved cleanliness and is expected to have a positive impact
on locals and tourists.
Pekan
• The construction of stalls and small shops in Kota Perdana,
Pekan, Nenasi, Chini, Padang Rumbia and Merchong has created
entrepreneurship opportunities for locals.
• The purchase of machinery and equipment by the Pekan District
Council has improved the efficiency and frequency of maintenance
works and public cleanliness.
• The construction of a futsal court in Kampung Temai provides
locals the choice to pursue an active and healthy lifestyle.
• The upgrading of community halls in Paloh Hinai, Pekan, Kampung
Api Larat and Kampung Tanjung Batu 3 provides conducive venues
for social gatherings.
• The upgrading of the sports complex in Bandar Chini provides
locals with the choice to pursue an active and healthy lifestyle.
• The upgrading of the children’s playground in Kota Perdana
encourages children to engage in healthy outdoor activities.
• The construction of the SME Centre has created entrepreneurship
opportunities for locals.
Rompin
• The construction of stalls and small shops in Kampung Tanam,
Bukit Ibam, Perwira Jaya and Muadzam Shah has created
entrepreneurship opportunities for locals.
• The construction of a taxi and bus terminal in Bandar Tun Abdul
Razak has created a safe and convenient waiting area and facilities
for efficient transport services.
• The purchase of machinery and equipment by the Rompin District
Council has improved the efficiency and frequency of maintenance
works and cleanliness of the area.
• Construction and upgrading works at sports facilities in Bandar
Tun Abdul Razak and Bukit Ibam will offer to locals a venue for an
active and healthy lifestyle.

Jerantut: Motorcross arena in
Kampung Bukit Rang
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Temerloh: Improved road in traditional village
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• The upgrading of community halls in Muadzam Shah and Selancar
will create conducive venues for social gatherings.
• The construction of package 3 of the Muadzam Shah Cattle
Research and Innovation Centre will position Pahang as a hub for
the dairy industry whilst creating entrepreneurship opportunities
for locals.
Temerloh
• Road construction and upgrading works totalling 9.15 km in Felda
Jengka 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 have enhanced road safety and
improved connectivity between villages.
Traditional Villages
These are isolated villages that previously did not have council
services because the villagers are not rate payers. Since 2011, the
scope of work to be undertaken in the former DARA and JENGKA
areas has been extended to include traditional villages.
• Road construction and upgrading works totalling 7.77 km in the
traditional villages of Kampung Teluk Sabak, Kampung Batu Sawar,
Kampung Dingkir, Kampung Paya Perak, Kampung Teluk Sentang,
Kampung Badok and Kampung Kerai have enhanced road safety
and also improved connectivity between villages.
• The construction of stalls in Kampung Kerai has created
entrepreneurship opportunities for locals.

Bera: Community hall in Desa Jelawat,
Bandar 32

Upgraded market in Jerantut

Upgraded Masjid in Kampung Tanjung
Batu, Nenasi, Pekan, Pahang
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Sustainable Development: Environment
ECER is rich in ecological resources, with large expanses of forests,
wetlands and thriving marine ecosystems. In becoming a developed
Region by 2020, ECERDC has outlined an environmental policy
supported by various strategic initiatives.
The environment policy is an important element of ECERDC’s Vision
to champion sustainable development in the Region. To support
this Vision, one of ECERDC’s Mission thrusts is “to conserve the
environment and preserve the culture”. All projects that ECERDC
plans and implements are ensured to comply with the environment
policy and Mission.

ECERDC’s ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
ECERDC attaches utmost importance to safeguarding the Region’s
environmental quality and resolutely subscribes to the principles of
sustainable development based on the preservation and conservation
of the environment, contribution of the environment to society and the
creation of economic value.
Environmental strategies drawn up for ECER are based on the Fourth
Thrust of the National Mission, which is to improve the standard and
sustainability of the quality of life, and to ensure that the development
activities in the Region are undertaken in a sustainable manner. As
such, the natural resources in ECER will be utilised wisely within the
framework of socio-economic viability so as to meet the needs of
today’s society, while respecting the ability of future generations to
meet their needs.
ECERDC is committed to:
• Maintain and preserve areas of environmental importance and of
high conservation value and to realise their own distinctive socioeconomic potential so as to facilitate learning and appreciation of
their sites and to ensure that natural resources are not depleted.
• Establish and implement a conscientious system of environmental
management for effective protection of the environment in all our
project initiatives.
• Identify and adhere to all environmental laws, regulations and
contractual requirements applicable to our projects.
• Advocate the adoption of clean technologies to promote
optimisation and sustainability in the use of natural resources.
• Undertake necessary actions for waste management and pollution
prevention and efficiently manage any adverse environmental
impact at all our project sites.
• Cultivate environmental awareness amongst all employees and
provide adequate training on matters pertaining to environmental
protection and management.

Tasik Chini, Pahang
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INITIATIVES/PROJECTS 2012
ECERDC recognises that development cannot be carried out at the
expense of the environment and local population. In the light of its
commitment to the preservation and conservation of the environment,
ECERDC promotes sustainable practices in its various projects.
Industrial Parks
In the development of industrial parks, ECERDC places a premium
on both economic and environmental sustainability from the start,
initiating Strategic Implementation Plans that include an integrated
environment and management component. For instance, to minimise
traffic movement in industrial parks, logistics hubs are designed
to improve efficiency and safety as well as safeguard the fragile
environment and control carbon dioxide emissions that cause air
pollution.
In addition, ECERDC actively promotes green concepts in industrial
projects, which are encouraged to adopt the use of solar panels for
heat and energy generation, energy-saving LED lights and energyefficient buildings.
Agriculture Development
In ensuring sustainable development of all agricultural projects in
ECER, the following measures will be undertaken and progressively
monitored:
• Physical land development will only be implemented on terrain
with gradients below 25 degrees. This is to avoid soil erosion and
to conserve biodiversity.
• All operational practices will be carried out in accordance with
Good Agriculture Practices based on Standard Operating
Procedures such as Integrated Pest Management and Integrated
Water Management.
• The Zero Burning Policy will be strictly implemented in all project
areas.
• Buffer zones shall be left undeveloped in natural waterways, such
as rivers and streams.
• Proper biomass management initiatives will be implemented and
to ensure zero waste, development will be integrated along the
value chain to include the use of by-products.
• The sustainable use of natural water bodies for aquaculture.
Ecotourism Projects
ECER has enormous potential to become an internationally recognised
tourist destination. Sustainable ecotourism projects are being
planned, mindful of the need to preserve and conserve the natural
environment and cultural assets such as forest communities while
building or upgrading facilities and amenities for the convenience and
comfort of visitors.

Pulau Kapas, Terengganu
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ECER’s expansive rainforests, inland waterways and highland
areas are prime destinations for ecotourism. For optimum results
from ecotourism, ECERDC has adopted the strategy of bundling
eco-attractions to create the critical mass needed to attract
investment. Considerable attention is also paid to developing human
capital in park management and enforcement to enhance ecotourism
visitor experience, while safeguarding habitats of flora and fauna.
Key to the success of eco-adventure tourism is the development
and branding of nature-based attractions that are vital to create the
critical mass required to attract more investment into the adventure
tourism sector. In addition, the initiatives will leverage on the range
and quality of the natural and cultural tourism assets to be developed
and promoted as a premier adventure tourism destination in Malaysia.
ECERDC’s Business Strategic Implementation Plan for this project
was completed in 2012.
Tasik Chini Biosphere Reserve
Tasik Chini is a natural freshwater lake, the second largest in Malaysia,
after Tasek Bera. Located near Pekan in Pahang, it is easily accessible
by road as well as by boat via Sungai Pahang.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) recognises Tasik Chini as the first Biosphere Reserve in
Malaysia. In 2011, ECERDC completed the Strategic Implementation
Plan for Tasik Chini State Park, which saw the implementation of
rehabilitation and conservation projects such as tree planting, slope
stabiliation, lake clean-up, a fish nursery and water quality monitoring
stations. In 2012, a freshwater laboratory was being built to promote
research by the international academic community for the long term
sustainability of Tasik Chini; the laboratory is 96.5% complete.
Lojing Highlands
Lojing Highlands in Kelantan is notable for its rainforest biodiversity
found in the large expanses of permanent forest reserve. Among the
advantages of Lojing Highlands as an eco-tourism destination are its
easy accessibility via the Simpang Pulai-Gua Musang Highway and
its proximity to Cameron Highlands.
Realising the full potential of Lojing Highlands requires careful
integrated planning, development and management. In 2011,
ECERDC commissioned an Integrated Environmental Management
Plan to study Lojing Highlands, with the mandate to guide physical
development and resource conservation while meeting social and
economic needs and maintaining a high quality living environment.
The study was completed in 2012.
Setiu Wetlands State Park
Setiu Wetlands State Park in Terengganu is recognised as one of the
most important wetland systems in Peninsular Malaysia. The wetlands
are a crucial source of fresh water and other natural resources for local
communities and also support globally significant biodiversity values.
Setiu Wetlands State Park has been termed as a jewel of biodiversity,
with unique heath forests that were recently discovered.

Tasik Chini, Pahang
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A number of management zones guided by clearly defined parameters
based on four types of zoning have been proposed for the Setiu
Catchment Area. They are the Conservation Zones, Preservation
Zones, Limited and Preferred Zones and Riparian Zones. These
management zones will ensure the sustainability of the ecosystems
and biodiversity of Setiu Wetlands State Park.
Taman Negara
Taman Negara is Malaysia’s premier national park and the largest in
the country, consisting of 434,300 hectares of primary forest spanning
across the states of Kelantan, Terengganu and Pahang. It is the most
extensive protected area of pristine, lowland, evergreen rainforest in
the country since it was declared a national park in 1938.
This national park is one of the more favoured ecotourism destinations
in Malaysia. It is a key candidate to be listed as a Global Biodiversity
Hub (GBH) site under the Tourism NKEA of the Government
Transformation Programme. GBH is an accreditation body entrusted
to define and enforce desired standards of management excellence
for ecotourism sites. In 2012, ECERDC commissioned a Strategic
Implementation Plan for Taman Negara that will be completed in 2013.
Endau-Rompin National Park
Endau-Rompin National Park is well-positioned in the ECERDC’s
Rainforest to Reef (R2R) concept on eco-attraction, especially for
visitors to Mersing and its surrounding islands. The R2R concept is
based on a unique clutch of destinations that includes world class
beaches, reefs and rainforest experiences.
In 2011, ECERDC commissioned a Strategic Implementation Plan
to develop the tourism potential of the national park within the
framework of sustainable management. The comprehensive plan
will identify proposals for the development, management, packaging
and promotion of Endau-Rompin National Park as an international
standard ecotourism destination. The Strategic Implementation Plan
will be completed in 2013.
Eco-Adventure
The Malayan Tiger Trail is one of the eco-adventure tourism initiatives
identified to integrate fragmented nature-based tourism resources
in ECER into an international standard adventure tourism package
with improved connectivity, accessibility, product development and
targeted marketing whilst maintaining its unique biodiversity.

Taman Negara
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Keretapi Tanah Melayu Berhad has launched the Malayan Tiger Trail
train services by combining it with five main destinations covering
the districts of Lanchang, Raub, Kuala Lipis, Gua Musang and Kuala
Krai, all linked by rail. Along this route, a well-formulated ecotourism
itinerary is to be developed, leveraging on the natural attractions
here. The trail will offer soft eco-adventure with lower risks and hard
eco-adventure that present greater physical challenges.
Tasik Kenyir
Tasik Kenyir in Terengganu is a man-made lake that serves both as a
reservoir and tourist attraction, especially for freshwater anglers, water
sports enthusiasts and nature lovers. It is also one of the entrances
to Taman Negara via Tanjong Mentong on the southern shore of the
reservoir.
Under its environmental initiatives, the ECER Master Plan has
proposed that Tasik Kenyir and the surrounding forest reserves be
gazetted as a state park, with the objective of promoting ecotourism,
biodiversity conservation, and maintenance of reservoir water quality.
List of Projects: Sustainable Development & Environment
No
1

2
3

4
5
6

Project
Tasik Chini Biosphere Reserve
• Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP)
• Freshwater Laboratory
Lojing Highlands
• Integrated Environmental Management Plan (IEMP)
Setiu Wetlands State Park
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)
for Key Development Area of Penarik
Taman Negara
• Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP)

Status as of 31 December 2012
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013
Completed
Completed

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Endau - Rompin National Park
• Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP)

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2013

Eco-Adventure Tourism
• Business Strategy and Implementation Plan (BSIP)

Completed

Tasik Kenyir, Terengganu
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ECER Special Economic Zone:
Accelerating Growth
The ECER Special Economic Zone (ECER SEZ) ) was launched in
2009 by Prime Minister Y.A.B. Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul
Razak as a strategic initiative for a more structured and geographically
focused approach to attracting investments into the Region, which
accounts for 51% of the land mass of Peninsular Malaysia.
Measuring 25 km by 140 km, from Kertih in Terengganu to the north
to Pekan in Pahang to the south, ECER SEZ is strung together by an
agglomeration of well-established industrial parks through the concept
of concentrated decentralisation. These are the catalysts to spur
integrated development and promote sustainable economic growth
in an increasingly competitive business environment. ECER SEZ also
has a larger focus on local urban development and economic growth
in the Greater Kuantan conurbation upon which its geographical
boundaries are defined.
ECER SEZ is positioned as the catalyst for the Region to develop
as a major local and international tourism destination, an exporter
of resource-based and manufactured high value products, a vibrant
trading centre and infrastructure and logistics hub by 2020.
International, Regional and National Positioning of ECER SEZ

INDOCHINA

CHINA/EAST ASIA

SEZ

ECER

KL
Metropolitan

NATIONAL

NCER

KERTIH
CHUKAI
KUANTAN PORT CITY

KUANTAN
GAMBANG
PEKAN
TG. AGAS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hinterland to East Asia
Inter-regional hub for Asia Pacific
Integrated industry clusters
Low coast of doing business
Busy nautical routes
Free Zones
Eastern gateway of the country
Promoting international/regional trade
linkages and investment

Iskandar
Malaysia

SINGAPORE/
AUSTRALIA
INDIA/
MIDDLE EAST

BORNEO/
INDONESIA
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ECER SEZ is targeted to create 45% of new jobs and 80% of economic
output in the Region, even though it covers only 6% of the entire land
mass. A primary function is to fast-track socio-economic development
of the Region through robust investment inflows, job creation and
higher incomes that will have a multiplier impact on ECER. ECER SEZ
has an investment target of RM97 billion by 2020, when it is expected
to generate 250,000 new jobs, 45% of the 560,000 new jobs for the
Region. As a special economic zone driven by private investments,
ECER SEZ offers customised incentives developed by ECERDC.
To achieve ECER SEZ’s goals, seven of its strengths were identified
as building blocks: port; industrial clusters; transport, infrastructure
and utilities; free zone; new town; commercial; and tourism. Its 11
industrial parks, four ports, two airports, four free zones and four
tourism zones are to be reinforced as sturdy, sustainable, interlocking
platforms to spur focused decentralisation and deliver the goals and
targets of ECER SEZ.

ECER SEZ Focus Nodes and Free Zones

• PAKA
• Kertih
A

1

2

Focus Nodes &
Free Zones

Industrial Parks

1. Kertih Integrated Petrochemical Complex
2. Kertih Biopolymer Park
3. Kemaman Heavy Industrial Park
4. Kemaman Boat Building & Repair Park
5. Kuantan Integrated Biopark
6. Gebeng Integrated Petrochemical Complex
7. Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park
8. Pahang Technology Park
9. Gambang Halal Park
10. Tg. Agas Maritime Industrial Hub
11. Pekan Automotive Park

Port City

A. Kertih Port
B. Kuantan Port City (Integrated Development)

Tourism Zones

C. Kemasik- Kijal Tourism Zone
D. Cherating Tourism Town
E. Kuala Pahang Tourism Zone

Free Zones
(FZs)

F. Kemaman Port – FZ
G. Kuantan Port – FZ
H. Kuantan Airport – FZ

C
Kemaman •

3
4
F

FOCUS
NODES
AND
FREE
ZONES
IN ECER
SEZ

D
6

5
7

B • Gebeng
G

• KUANTAN
GAMBANG •9 8

H

E
PEKAN
•
11 10
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Project

RM97 billion

Investment by 2020

250,000
New jobs

387,481
Hectares

ECERDC

In 2011, the ECER Corridors and Cities Laboratory further identified
four Entry Point Projects based on modern amenities, connectivity
and essential services to enhance liveability in Greater Kuantan/
ECER SEZ, making this conurbation a better place to live, work and
play. These developments will also have ripple effect, bringing wideranging multiplier socio-economic benefits to the Region.

Four Entry Points Projects (EPP) for City

3
1

Modern Amenities

Kuantan Waterfront
Public Investment: RM237 million
Private Investment: 90%

2

Connectivity

Buses and Taxis
Public Investment: RM56 million
Private Investment: 0%
Flood Mitigation
Public Investment: RM653 million
Private Investment: 0%

3

Sewerage Management
Public Investment: RM926 million
Private Investment: 0%

4

Essential Services

Public
Investment
RM1.8
billion

54%
Private
Funding

Paka

3

Kertih
3
3

Chukai

3
4

4
3
4

2

Kuantan

3 1

Gambang

Source: C&C East Lab

Pekan

A 2012 ECER SEZ milestone is the development of the MalaysiaChina Kuantan Industrial Park (MCKIP), the only industrial park in
Malaysia to be accorded national status. The sister park of the ChinaMalaysia Qinzhou Industrial Park, it targets high end, high technology
industries, and will leverage on the supply chain of Greater Kuantan.
MCKIP is set to boost ECER SEZ’s positioning as a trading and
logistics hub.
Also in 2012, the Business Strategy and Implementation Plan for ICT
was commissioned and is scheduled for completion in 2013. The Plan
will serve as a blueprint for an ICT centre in SEZ, which will further
enhance its live-work-play environment.
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TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Connectivity within ECER SEZ and with the rest of the Region and
Peninsular Malaysia is being improved with new road infrastructure
in view of its growing investments, growth in tourism and for the
convenience of the local population. Special focus is given to improve
connectivity between the Region’s industrial parks and Kuantan Port,
the anchor port in ECER SEZ.
Kuantan Port Expansion
Kuantan Port is positioned as the gateway to the Asia Pacific region.
Today it has gained ground as the gateway for export-based industries
destined for the markets of ASEAN and the Asia Pacific that have a
population of four billion.
In 2012, amongst ECER SEZ milestones achieved, amongst others,
was the completion of the detailed design and engineering studies for
the Kuantan Port Expansion. This will result in the port being upgraded
with a deepwater terminal to accommodate vessels of up to 200,000
DWT, primarily Cape-size bulk carriers and new generation Post
Panamax container vessels. The new deep water terminal will see the
construction of a new breakwater, dredging of the approach channel
and basin, reclamation works, construction of container terminals,
berths, and operations buildings. Port capacity will be expanded to
accommodate current and new port users.
Kuantan Port will not only serve the needs of ECER SEZ but also
industries located in the hinterland of ECER as a whole.
The anchor port upgrading was preceded by the Planning and
Engineering Report for the Kuantan Port Expansion that was
completed in 2012. It contains detailed design and engineering
studies that include hydraulic studies, ship simulation and navigation
studies of the port layout. Construction of the first package consisting
of the breakwater is scheduled to begin in Q1, 2013.

Kuantan Port
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KPC Port Link Road
The KPC Port Link Road is a 17.5 km regional road that forms the
crucial linkage from Kuantan Port to the northern ECER states of
Terengganu and Kelantan via the East Coast Expressway Phase 2
and the growth areas on the West Coast via East Coast Expressway
Phase 1. Detailed design for Package 1 was completed in December
2011 while the detailed design for Package 2 was completed in Q4
of 2012.
SEZ Central Link Road
Stretching from Paka in Terengganu to Pekan in Pahang, the SEZ
Central Link Road will provide smooth linkages and connectivity
between SEZ Focus Nodes and key project initiatives identified in the
ECER Master Plan. The total length of the link road is 154 km, and it
includes 63 km of existing road and 91 km of new road.
The Inception Report and Interim Report for the SEZ Central Link Road
was completed in Q2, 2012. The Final Report of the feasibility study is
scheduled to be completed in Q1, 2013. This project will be handed
over to Jabatan Kerja Raya for detailed design and implementation.
Rapid Bus
To enhance liveability within the Greater Kuantan area, the Government
launched Rapid Kuantan bus services in Q3, 2012. This initiative was
identified by the Cities & Corridors Laboratory as important to improve
transportation and connectivity for people living in ECER SEZ. The
bus service has been well received by the locals.
East Coast Rail Route
The East Coast Rail Route is a 620-km passenger, freight and container
rail service from Tumpat in Kelantan to Kuala Lumpur, via Kertih in
Terengganu, Kuantan and Mentakab in Pahang. It will connect major
towns, ports and business centres in Kelantan, Terengganu and
Pahang to achieve socio-economic growth across the Region. It is
estimated to reduce by half the cost of surface transportation and
enhance the competitiveness of ECER as an investment destination.
It will also offer an option to commuters using interstate public
transportation.
As at the end 2012, the East Coast Rail project study was in its final
stage. The private sector-driven project will be constructed in four
phases. Phase 1 will be built from Kertih to Kuantan, with spurlines to
Kuantan Port, Kemaman Heavy Industrial Park and Bukit Besi. Phase
2 will be from Kuantan to Mentakab. Phase 3 covers Mentakab to
Kuala Lumpur and Phase 4 will be from Kertih to Tumpat.
UTILITIES
Several utility projects comprising water treatment, supply and
storage plants are progressing as scheduled. Upon completion they
would improve water supply to industrial areas in Kuantan, Gebeng
and Pekan.

Rapid Kuantan bus service
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Panching Water Treatment Plant
Construction of the Panching Water Treatment Plant at FELDA
Panching Timur is ongoing. Work has commenced in August 2010
and the plant is scheduled for completion in Q3, 2013. The plant is
designed with a capacity of 160 million litres daily and will supply water
to Kuantan and its surrounding areas. It will also improve reliability of
water supply to the Gebeng Industrial area, Kuantan Port and their
surrounding areas as well as enhance their attraction to investors.
R2 & R8 Elevated Water Storage Tank
Detailed design of the new R2 and R8 water storage tanks to improve
water storage capacity for Gebeng Industrial Estate was completed in
Q3, 2010. The construction of both tanks is scheduled to commence
in Q3, 2013.
Ganchong Water Treatment Plant
Detailed design for the Ganchong Water Treatment Plant is ongoing
and scheduled for completion in Q1, 2013. The water treatment plant
will supply water to the Pekan District, which includes Pekan-Peramu
Industrial area and Universiti Malaysia Pahang.

Panching Water Treatment Plant under construction
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List of Projects: Transportation and Infrastructure in ECER SEZ
No

Project

Status as of 31 December 2012

Kuantan Port Expansion
• Inception Report
• Port Layout
• Detailed Design

Completed
Completed
Completed

KPC Port Link Road Detailed Design
• Package 1
• Package 2

Completed
Completed

SEZ Central Link Road Feasibility Study
• Inception Report
• Interim Report
• Final Report

Completed
Completed
Scheduled completion in Q1, 2013

Rapid Bus
• Launching of Kuantan Rapid Bus Service

Launching in Q3, 2012

East Coast Rail Route
• Feasibility Study (Final Draft)

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2 013

6

Panching Water Treatment Plant Construction

Scheduled completion in Q3, 2013

7

R2 & R8 Water Storage Tanks Detailed Design

Completed

8

Ganchong Water Treatment Plant Detailed Design

Scheduled completion in Q1, 2013

9

ECER ICT Centre
• Business Study and Implementation Plan (BSIP)

Scheduled completion in Q2, 2 013

1

2

3

4
5
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ECER: The Investors’
Gateway
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ECER: The Investors’ Gateway
Since the formation of ECER in 2007, the Region has attracted
a diverse portfolio of investments from oil, gas & petrochemicals
giants to domestic SMEs. They have created many employment
opportunities for locals. Overall these investments have made
significant contributions to accelerate transformation in ECER.
From 2007 until 2012, the Region has attracted an impressive
RM37.07 billion worth of investments and expected to create 30,000
job opportunities.

2007 - 2012: Investment in ECER
40

RM37

billion
investment

30,000

job
opportunities
0

2007

2012

The state of Terengganu recorded the most investments to date, at
RM18.72 billion, followed by Pahang at RM11.09 billion, Kelantan at
RM5.65 billion and the district of Mersing, Johor at RM1.61 billion.
2007 - 2012: ECER Investment Breakdown by States
MERSING, JOHOR
RM1.61 billion

KELANTAN
RM5.65 billion
TERENGGANU
RM18.72 billion
PAHANG
RM11.09 billion

World Chinese Economic Forum in
Melbourne, Australia
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During the year under review, ECER attracted RM16.07 billion worth of
investments, consisting of RM12.02 billion of committed investment
and RM4.05 billion of approved investment. The manufacturing
cluster led the way with RM5.38 billion (33.48%), followed closely by
the logistics sector with RM4.50 billion (28%), tourism with RM3.32
billion (20.66%), property with RM1.25 billion (7.78%), agriculture with
RM1.00 billion (6.22%), education with RM0.61 billion (3.80%) and
services with RM0.01 billion (0.06%).

2012: Total Investment of RM16.07 billion

7.78%
PROPERTY

6.22%
AGRICULTURE

3.80%
EDUCATION 0.06%
SERVICES

20.66%
TOURISM
33.48%
MANUFACTURING

28.00%
LOGISTICS

Approved investments for 2012 stood at RM4.05 billion, out of which
84% are first time investments, with 16% meant for reinvestment and
expansion by existing investors. Domestic investors accounted for
75% of approved investments, with foreign investments accounting
for the remaining 25%.

2012: Investment Trend

16%

Reinvestment
& Expansion

84% New
Investment

Exchange of MOU documents between
Chungnam Technopark and ECERDC
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25%
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2012: Approved Investments
Location

Investor

HICOM University
College Sdn Bhd

PAHANG

TERENGGANU

KELANTAN

Location

Pekan

Project

Sector

International
University
College of
Automotive
Malaysia

Education

Gelnas (M) Sdn Bhd

Gambang Halal
Park

Halal Gelatine

Manufacturing

Kaneka Apical (M) Sdn
Bhd

Kuantan

Polymide Film

Manufacturing

Seri Manja Hotel

Kuantan

3 Star Hotel

Tourism

Suria Resort
Management Sdn Bhd

Kuantan

Hotel

Tourism

Q-Porcelain
Manufacturing Sdn Bhd

Bentong

Porcelain
Handformers

Manufacturing

GEVO, Inc.

Kertih
Biopolymer Park

Isobutanol

Manufacturing

Tioxide (M) Sdn Bhd

Kemaman

Titanium Dioxide
Pigments

Manufacturing

Heritage Farm (M) Sdn
Bhd

Marang

Aquaculture

Agriculture

Hongkew Holdings
(Kelantan) Sdn Bhd

Gua Musang

Integrated
Cement Plant

Manufacturing

Eastcoast Universe
Smelting and Mining
Sdn Bhd

Kuala Krai

Silicon
Manganese Alloy

Manufacturing

KIST Laboratory
Services & Food
Technology Sdn Bhd

Kota Bahru

Laboratory
Testing

Services

9th China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) in Nanning, China
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ECERDC: A One-stop Centre for Investors
Investments in ECER are based on Public-Private Partnerships,
with the Federal Government spending primarily on transportation
and infrastructure projects to support the private sector, the engine
for economic growth and entrusted to inject funds and capital into
industries as well as businesses.
To attract investors to the Region, ECERDC offers an attractive
package of fiscal and non-fiscal incentives that position ECER as a
cost-competitive and vibrant investment destination. The focus is
on high impact investments that will accelerate the transformation of
the regional economy resulting in ECER becoming a developed, high
income Region by 2020. Consistent with efforts to attract high impact
investments ECERDC focuses on:
• Attracting catalytic invesment that will address the value chain
such as CJ Arkema and GEVO, Inc.;
• Strengthening the investors’ fraternity through chambers of
commerce and various government agencies such as MIDA and
BiotechCorp;
• Strengthening investment promotional activities in focus countries
(Group 1: China, India, South Korea, Japan and Taiwan; Group 2:
USA, Australia, Middle East countries and Asia Pacific);
• Intensifying promotion of investment in ECER industrial parks such
as in Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park (MCKIP), Gambang
Halal Park and Pekan Automotive Park;
• Increasing Domestic Direct Investment through reinvestment and
expansion activities.
To facilitate the needs of investors, ECERDC serves as a one-stop
service centre, fast-tracking investor applications for incentives as well
as coordinating processes between ECERDC and other government
entities.
The functions of the One-stop Centre are to:
• Serve as a single point of contact for all investors in ECER and
provide them with business advisory services.

ECERDC CEO (right) at EU Malaysia
Trade Forum
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ECERDC staff attending to a visitor
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• Simplify and shorten procedures and guidelines for the issuance
of business approvals, planning permits and authorisation
notifications.
• Process and coordinate fiscal and non-fiscal incentive applications
for ECER projects.
• Coordinate and approve applications for expatriate positions.
Fiscal incentives are crucial to address the regional socio-economic
imbalances, especially in the early stages of development and to
position ECER as more competitive compared to other comparable
investment destinations. Therefore, ECERDC offers an integrated
package of fiscal and non-fiscal incentives, including customised
incentives to meet the needs of investors for high value investments in
tourism, oil, gas & petrochemicals, manufacturing, agriculture, human
capital development and ICT sectors.
Fiscal incentives include:
• Income tax exemption of 100% up to 10 years commencing from
the year a company derives statutory income; or
• Income tax exemption equivalent to 100% of qualifying capital
expenditure (or Investment Tax Allowance) for 5 years;
• Stamp duty exemption on instruments of acquisition or leasing
of property relating to industrial park, agriculture and tourism
development.
• Import duty and sales tax exemption on raw materials, components,
machinery, equipment, spare parts and consumables that are not
produced locally and used directly in production activities.
• Availability of two types of Facilitation Funds (FF) for the
construction of basic infrastructure:
- Unit Kerjasama Awam-Swasta (UKAS) FF is available to local
and foreign investors; and
- Unit Peneraju Agenda Bumiputera TERAJU@ECER FF is
available to qualified Bumiputera companies that fulfill
stipulated criteria.
Non-fiscal incentives include:
• Flexibility in the employment of expatriates;
• Competitive land prices granted by the respective state
governments;
• Infrastructure-ready industrial parks;
• Facilitation of human capital whereby the manpower needs of
investors for engineers are met through ECERDC’s National Talent
Enhancement Programme.
Investors also stand to benefit from ECER’s Customised Incentives
granted based on the merit of individual investments and its multiplier
effect.
Investment Promotion
In 2012, ECERDC initiated several promotional activities to attract both
domestic and foreign investors. They were carried out in collaboration
with government agencies such as the Ministry of International Trade
and Industry (MITI), Malaysian Investment Development Authority
(MIDA), Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE)
and other government agencies.

MCKIP booth at the China-ASEAN
Expo (CAEXPO) in Nanning, China
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2012 ECER Investment Promotions and Events
No

Activity

Date

Location

1.

Investment opportunity study trip by Saudi
Commission for Tourism and Antiquities

7 January

Kuala Lumpur

2.

Visit by Iranian delegation to identify investment
potential in ECER

18 January

Kuala Lumpur

3.

ECERDC’s investment briefing to Singapore
Green Building Council

20 February

Kuala Lumpur

4.

MOU signing ceremony between ECERDC and
investors

28 February

Putrajaya

5.

Launch of the China-Malaysia Qinzhou Industrial
Park, Qinzhou, Guangzhi Zhuang Autonomous
Region

6.

ECERDC’s investment briefing to Chinese
National Federation of Industries from Taiwan

16 March

Kuala Lumpur

7.

Guizhou, China - Malaysia Business
Cooperation and Investment Seminar

21 March

Kuala Lumpur

8.

Ground breaking ceremony of Mersing Laguna
and Carnival Mersing

14 - 15 April

9.

Roundtable meeting between Malaysia and
Kazakhstan to identify potential investments in
ECER

16 April

10.

Trade investment mission to Tokyo, Nagoya and
Kyoto

23 - 27 April

11.

Trade investment mission to Houston, St. Louis
and Phoenix

27 April - 8 May

USA

12.

2012 Bio World Congress in Orlando

30 April - 1 May

USA

13.

1Malaysia Promotion in Muscat

14.

Visit by Chinese Embassy’s Economic
Counsellor to Kuantan

8 May

Pahang

15.

Visit by China International Engineering
Consulting Corporation delegation to MCKIP

31 May

Pahang

16.

ECERDC’s investment briefing to the MalaysiaSingapore Business Council

4 June

Selangor

17.

Visit by Guangzi Government delegation led by
H.E. Guo Shengkun to MCKIP

13 June

Pahang

18.

Signing ceremony between ECERDC, State
Government of Terengganu and Malaysia
Biotechnology Corporation for biorefinery in
Kertih Biopolymer Park

13 June

Kuala Terengganu

19.

MOU signing ceremony between Malaysia and
China for MCKIP

15 June

Putrajaya

20.

Letter of Intent signing ceremony between
Kuantan and Qinzhou City for economic
partnership

15 June

Putrajaya
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30 March - 2 April

20 - 30 April

China

Johor
Kuala Lumpur
Japan

Oman

ECERDC

2012 ECER Investment Promotions and Events
No

Activity

Date
18 - 20 June

Location

21.

Bio Boston Conference

22.

Seminar on Financial Support for Bumiputera
Entrepreneurs (Jejak 2012) in Kuantan

20 June

23.

Trade investment mission to Seoul and Busan

14 - 19 July

South Korea

24.

Trade investment mission to Taipei

25 - 27 July

Taiwan

25.

Bio Taiwan Seminar 2012 in Taipei

26 - 29 July

Taiwan

26.

China - Malaysia Qinzhou Industrial Park
Promotion Forum in Beijing

8 August

China

27.

Malaysia - China Entrepreneur Seminar 2012

28.

Special investment mission to Yinchuan,
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region

10 - 14 September

China

29.

9th China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) in Nanning

21 - 25 September

China

30.

Malaysia New Zealand Chambers of Commerce
visit to Kuantan

5 October

Pahang

31.

ECERDC’s briefing to Korean Ambassador

5 October

Pahang

32.

Ground breaking ceremony of CJ
bio-methionine plant and Arkema thiochemicals
platform

6 October

Terengganu

33.

Visit by Korean Investment Delegation
(Samyang Genex) to Mersing

34.

Look East Policy Seminar

35.

European Forum - Industrial Biotechnology in
Dusseldorf

16 - 18 October

Germany

36.

Investment trade mission to New York, Boston
and Minneapolis

15 - 19 October

USA

37.

Launch of Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar, Pekan

38.

38th ASEAN Japan Business Meeting

22 – 23 October

Kuala Lumpur

39.

Investment mission to promote Pasir Mas Halal
Park in Songkla

30 - 31 October

Thailand

40.

BioMalaysia 2012

5 - 7 November

Kuala Lumpur

41.

World Chinese Economic Forum in Melbourne

42.

Monsoon Cup

43.

Trade and investment mission to Mumbai and
Hyderabad

8 September

8 - 10 October
10 October

21 October

12 - 13 November
4 - 9 December
12 - 16 December

USA
Pahang

Selangor

Johor
Kuala Lumpur

Pahang

Australia
Terengganu
India
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OUR TEAM
ECERDC’s success depends on the quality and dedication of its people.
With many ECER projects and programmes in implementation mode,
it is paramount to ensure organisational and operational readiness
to bring to fruition diverse goals and targets. It is also paramount
to ensure that our team thinks, works and acts as one, reflecting
the distinctive ECERDC brand with its shared values to realise the
organisation’s Vision “to champion the sustainable development of
ECER”.
As such, ECERDC’s Human Resource Policy and initiatives are aligned
to and is an integral part of its Vision, with emphasis on the adoption
of best management practices. To ensure a high performance
team, ECERDC recruits the best of talents, and makes substantial
investments in training and nurturing them with competencies that
will result in a cohesive, committed and versatile team that is quick
to respond to change. Above all, staff-organisation fit is an overriding
consideration in staff selection and training.
Karnival Rakyat Pekan

Investment team at work

Monsoon Cup pre-event briefing

Investment promotion booth

CEO addressing staff at 2013 KPI workshop
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At the end of 2012, the total staff strength in ECERDC stood at 158, comprising 145 based in the head
office in Kuala Lumpur, and 13 in the regional offices in Kelantan, Terengganu and Pahang. Every staff is
entrusted with realising ECERDC’s Vision and Mission that call upon them to play their respective roles in
the strategic planning and implementation of projects and programmes.
The year under review was a definitive one for ECERDC as a team. The management team revisited
the ECERDC Vision and Mission to deliberate on ECERDC’s road map to mobilise staff to accelerate
transformation in the Region. It culminated in the assessment and re-development of ECERDC’s
Vision, Mission and Shared Values and the functional roles of the Divisions. This will further strengthen
organisational and operational readiness in the implementation of projects and programmes in the Region.
A key output of the session was the development of ECERDC’s Shared Values:
A – As One
L – Loyalty
I – Integrity
P – Professionalism
ECERDC’s competency matrix was developed in mid 2012. Both core and secondary competencies were
customised to meet the requirements of the organisation. The ECERDC Competency Framework provides
for core and specific behavioural competencies for all levels of staff. The development of the behavioural
competencies was undertaken with the objective of enhancing ECERDC’s people management and
development systems based on competencies.

CEO addressing staff at ECERDC town hall

CIDB Green Card Training

The Key Performance Indicator Workshop was held in December to
Develop the 2013 KPIs for all Divisions, which were then cascaded to
every staff, to enable performance measurement and rewards.

Induction Programme

To achieve these KPIs, the Human Resource & Administration
Division has a Staff Development Policy that promotes professional
development and career enhancement by developing specific abilities
and skills that will contribute towards the realisation of ECERDC’s
goals. In 2012, the performance management system was reinforced,
staff competencies enhanced and training courses conducted. The
2012 training calendar had a total of 38 key training courses designed
for staff.
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Site visit
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To ensure that ECERDC projects and programmes are progressing
well, staff regularly visit project sites in ECER, from remote areas to
urban locations. Working as a team, they strive to make a difference
to the lives of the rakyat while attending to the requirements of local
authorities, State and Federal Governments and their agencies,
investors and the media.

ECERDC

STAFF ENGAGEMENT
In addition to staff training and development, ECERDC also engages
staff in various activities during and after office hours to build a strong
and sustainable work-life balance culture in the organisation.

CEO addressing new staff at Induction
Programme

Staff at team building programme

Staff at town hall session

Staff at Induction Programme

KSRE outing

Building the ECERDC Culture
ECERDC recognises the importance of team spirit to build a
harmonious work culture. In 2012, the following staff-centric activities
were organised:
Team Building
All staff across the organisation, including the CEO and management
team, participated in a team building programme. The programme
aimed to improve staff communication and align personal goals with
that of the organisation.
Town Hall
The year ended with a town hall in December. During this session,
ECERDC’s Shared Values – ALIP – was unveiled as the rallying call for
the organisation to move forward, effectively and sustainably.
Induction Programme
New staff attend a half day familiarisation programme where they
are briefed on ECERDC’s organisation structure, work culture and
activities. They are also given an insight into ECERDC’s Vision and
Mission to enable them to understand the expectations of their
respective roles and contribute meaningfully as part of the ECERDC
family. At the end of three months, they attend a two-day Induction
Programme for a deeper understanding of the organisation and their
respective roles.
ECERDC believes that the Induction Programme will have a positive
outcome. For staff, it will result in higher job satisfaction, better job
performance and a commitment to the organisation. For ECERDC,
it will engender high performance staff who will enhance the
organisation’s competitive advantage in an environment characterised
by an increasingly mobile workforce.
Kelab Sukan dan Rekreasi ECERDC
Kelab Sukan dan Rekreasi ECERDC (KSRE) was established to
create a work-life balance culture within the organisation. It not only
strives to build the spirit of camaraderie amongst staff but also in
enriching relationships with associate members through friendly
sports matches, tournaments and excursions. The club enjoys strong
support from the management, which has allocated an annual budget
for the club’s operating expenses.
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2012: Highlights of KSRE
Date

144

Activity

16 June

Bowling Tournament

7 July

KSRE Caving Adventure

7 July

KSRE White Water Rafting

19 July

Majlis Doa Selamat ECERDC

2, 9 & 16 August

Tazkirah Ramadhan

30 August

Majlis Mesra Aidilfitri ECERDC

13 December

Photography Fundamental Course

Weekly

Table Tennis, Futsal & Badminton

Monthly

Tazkirah Bulanan KSRE
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2012: Our Team Training Courses
No

Course

Date

1.

CIDB Green Card Training

27 January 2012
31 January 2012
9 March 2012

2.

National Procurement Forum for the Public & Private Sector 2012

14 February 2012

3.

Green Construction Conference 2012

15 - 16 February 2012

4.

Managing Termination of Employment

27 February 2012

5.

Global Special Economic Zones Summit

19 - 21 March 2012

6.

Establishment of Cooperation in the Production, Post Harvest and Processing
Technology of High Yielding Varieties of Tapioca in Indonesia

25 - 31 March 2012

7.

1st Employee Induction Programme For Year 2012

26 - 27 March 2012

8.

Business of Leadership: What Got You Here Won't Get You There

3 April 2012

9.

5th International Conference on Animal Nutrition 2012

24 - 26 April 2012

10.

Secretary Symposia 2012 National Conference

25 - 26 April 2012

11.

In-House Congress Kuala Lumpur 2012

26 April 2012

12.

Mac Apple Experience | Machines | Training - Mac Basic

9 May 2012

13.

The Malaysian Corporate Tax and Incentives Workshop Report

22 & 24 May 2012

14.

Contract Management & Negotiation

24 May 2012
14 June 2012

15.

Mac Apple Experience | Machines | Training - Intro to i-life

26 May 2012

16.

25th World Gas Conference ‘Gas: Sustaining Future Global Growth’

4 - 8 June 2012

17.

Suruhanjaya Syarikat Malaysia National Conference 2012

12 -13 June 2012

18.

Transform Your People, Accelerate Your Performance

14 June 2012

19.

Tropical & Sub Tropical Green Building Alliance Conference

4 - 5 July 2012

20.

2nd Employee Induction Programme For Year 2012

23 - 24 July 2012

21.

Project Management Professional Training

6 - 10 August 2012

22.

Multigeneration Workforce Survey Finding Presentation

9 August 2012

23.

Configuring & Troubleshooting A Window Server 2008
Network Infrastructure

3 - 7 September 2012

24.

Harrison Assessment Accreditation

4 - 5 September 2012

25.

Corporate Legal Risk Management

5 - 6 September 2012

26.

Latest Development in Malaysia Financial Reporting Standard (MFRS)/IFRS
and IC int. (IC)

10 - 12 September 2012

27.

Managing for Outcome: Policy and Programme Impact Essential Masterclass 2012

11 - 12 September 2012

28.

Global Islamic Financial Forum

18 - 20 September 2012

29.

Supplier Quality Development & Sourcing Management

24 - 25 September 2012

30.

Configuring & Managing Microsoft Sharepoint 2012

1 - 5 October 2012

31.

Creative Problem Solving & Decision Making

9 October 2102

32.

Project Management Professional Preparation

15 - 19 October 2012

33.

HR Technology Forum

4 - 5 October 2012

34.

Leadership Effectiveness Need Attitude Dynamism

31 October - 1 November 2012

35.

Request For Proposal Documentation & Processes

8 November 2102

36.

Effective, Filing, Record & Office Management Skills

21 - 22 November 2012

37.

Emerging CSR Trends & Impact On Business

24 November 2012

38.

Project Management Professional Preparation

19 - 23 November 2012
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ECER IN THE NEWS 2012
The two-pronged socio-economic transformation of ECER was communicated to the public through media
engagement. It generated news that brought to public attention diverse business initiatives with wide ranging
impact on the local population – from new investments and reinvestments, the creation of new jobs and
entrepreneurial opportunities for the local population, growth in income levels and the indirect multiplier effects
that contribute towards accelerating the momentum in ECER’s drive to become a developed Region in 2020.
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At the same time, another message was communicated to the public. Regional media, in particular, became
the channel to communicate success stories of socio-economic programmes, especially those that impact the
heartland of ECER. empower ECER, agropolitan projects and DARA & JENGKA revitalisation initiatives were
publicised as concrete testimony of ECER’s strategic intent to ensure that the local population is a part of the
transformational economy and benefit from the new prosperity that is sweeping across the Region.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2012
17 January
ECER Corridors & Cities Lab Cabinet Workshop

18 February
empower ECER
English Enrichment
Programme, Bachok

19 - 20 January
ECERDC Topline KPI Workshop

11 February
empower ECER, Lipis

1 March
Pahang State Economic Convention in Kuantan, Pahang

28 February
Announcement of investment
commitment in ECER

158

20 February
Inauguration ceremony of Silica
Valley project and Terengganu Kristal
brand programme
2012 annual report

2 March
Launch of Bio-ICT,
Pahang

ECERDC

16 March
Investment briefing by
ECERDC to Chinese
National Federation of
Industries (CNFI) from
Taiwan

29 March
Ground breaking ceremony of Portokbali
Malaysia and soft launch of Tok Bali
Supply Base

29 March
Launch of empower ECER, Kemaman

26 April
EU-Malaysia Trade Forum 2012

21 April
Launch of Karnival Rakyat Pekan

21 April
ECER Pekan Dorper
sheep auction
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2012

13 May
Kelantan Implementation and Coordination
Committee (ICC) Meeting

30 April - 1 May
Investment mission to USA

28 May
Pahang
Implementation
and Coordination
Committee (ICC)
Meeting

19 May
Launch of empower ECER,
Bachok

16 May
Launch of Pameran Kehebatan Terengganu

17 May
Terengganu Implementation
and Coordination Committee
(ICC) Meeting

3 June
Launch of empower
ECER, Raub
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21 May
Johor Implementation and Coordination
Committee (ICC) Meeting

ECERDC

24 May
empower ECER Cameron
Highlands in Kuala Koyan

13 June
Signing ceremony
between ECERDC,
State Government
of Terengganu, and
Malaysia Biotechnology
Corporation for
Biorefinery in Kertih
Biopolymer Park

30 June
Launch of empower ECER,
Cameron Highlands

19 June
Launch of JEJAK 2012

5 June
Launch of Medan Selera
Bandar Tun Abdul Razak,
Jengka

25 June
Launch and handover of Community
Centre Bandar 32, Bera
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13 July
EPP Bi-Monthly Progress Meeting

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2012
3 July
Launch of
Bera Sports
Complex

18 July
Launch of empower ECER
Mahkota Kuala Pahang

31 July
Council Meeting
at Putrajaya

19 July
Courtesy call to the
Representative of the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office

25 August
Tamkang University
Alumni Worldwide Biennial
Conference in Putrajaya

Pahang

Terengganu

August

Ramadhan with the Media
Kelantan
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8 August
China - Malaysia Qinzhou Industrial
Park Promotion in Beijing, China

23 August
Signing Ceremony of Tunjong Pavilion MOU

4 September
JACTIM Investment
tour to ECER

8 September
Malaysia - China Entrepreneur
Conference 2012 in Kuala Lumpur

21-25 September
9th China-ASEAN Expo
(CAEXPO) in Nanning, China

10 October
Malaysia-China Kuantan
Industrial Park briefing
session to Chinese Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
Pahang by ECER

16-18 October
European Forum for Industrial
Biotechnology in Dusseldorf,
Germany

21 October
Launch of Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar
2012 annual report
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2012

5 November
BioMalaysia Conference 2012

5 November
BioMalaysia Exhibition 2012

23 November
Visit by Ambassadors and
High Commissioners from Africa to Tok Bali

23 November - 2 December
MAHA International 2012

30 November
1st BIMP-EAGA & IMT-GT Business
Transformation Leaders Conference

8 December
ECER showcase at Monsoon Cup 2012
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12-16 December
Trade and investment
promotion mission to India

14 December
Council Meeting
in Putrajaya
18 December
ECERDC town hall 2012

17 December
ECERDC meeting with
Malaysian Ambassador to
Qatar in Putrajaya

19 December
Signing ceremony of
Corporate Integrity Pledge
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